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Before You Begin

HOW THIS BOOK IS ORGANIZED
Taking the GRE is a skill. It shares some aspects with other endeavors, such
as competing in athletics. It requires discipline and practice to succeed.

These are skills that can be improved through coaching, but ultimately,
improvement also requires practice. This book gives you both.

� Top 10 Strategies to Raise Your Score lists the 10 most important
test-taking tips to help you score high on the GRE.

� Part I is essential reading if you’re preparing to take the GRE. You’ll find
out about the overall structure of the GRE and what each section of the
test covers. You’ll also learn general test-taking strategies and specific
tactics for GRE preparation. This part of the book also shows you each
test section and each basic type of question up close; we’ve provided
examples of each type of question (along with explanations), so you can
get a good initial “feel” for the overall test.

� Part II will allow you to dip your toes into the GRE waters by taking one
45-minute Analytical Writing Issue task, one 30-minute Analytical
Writing Argument task, one 45-minute Quantitative Reasoning test, and
one 30-minute Verbal Reasoning test. Use the results of this Diagnostic
Test to determine where you need to focus your GRE preparation.

� Parts III–V make up the coaching program. This part of the book ana-
lyzes each section of the GRE—Analytical Writing, Quantitative Rea-
soning, and Verbal Reasoning—and gives you powerful strategies for
attacking every question type you’ll encounter in the actual exam.

� Part VI consists of five full-length Practice Tests. Each test contains the
same number and mix of question types you’ll encounter on the actual
exam. To accurately measure your performance on these Practice Tests,
be sure to adhere strictly to the stated time limits for each section.

� The Appendix provides you with a handy vocabulary list to help you
prepare for the Verbal Reasoning section of the GRE.

SPECIAL STUDY FEATURES
Peterson’s Master the GRE is designed to be as user friendly as it is complete.
To this end, it includes several features to make your preparation more
efficient.
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Overview
Each chapter begins with a bulleted overview listing the topics covered in the chapter.
This will allow you to quickly target the areas in which you are most interested.

Summing It Up
Each chapter ends with a point-by-point summary that reviews the most important
items in the chapter. The summaries offer a convenient way to review key points.

Bonus Information
As you work your way through the book, keep your eyes on the margins to find bonus
information and advice. Information can be found in the following forms:

NOTE

Notes highlight need-to-know information about the GRE, whether it’s details about
registration and scoring or the structure of a question type.

TIP

Tips provide valuable strategies and insider information to help you score your best
on the GRE.

ALERT!

Alerts do just what they say—alert you to common pitfalls and misconceptions you
might face or hear regarding the GRE.

ABOUT THIS BOOK’S FORMAT
Here’s something to keep in mind as you work with this book: Because the actual GRE
exam is computerized, you’ll be entering answers by typing on a keyboard or using a
mouse. Some parts of the exam, such as the Analytical Writing section, require you to
type sentences and paragraphs. Other sections require that you fill in the answer by
typing a whole number in a box, checking off boxes in a grid using the computer
mouse, or filling in blanks in a sentence with your mouse by “dragging and dropping”
your chosen answer choices to the blanks. Obviously, answering in this fashion isn’t
possible in a printed book—you’ll have to fill in your answers by hand when taking the
tests we’ve provided. To remain consistent with the actual exam, however, we’ve
retained references to “clicking,” “typing,” or “dragging and dropping” the answers.

ABOUT THE CD
The CD accompanying this book puts at your disposal the latest computerized testing
software, which closely replicates the testing experience you will experience on the
actual test. The software was developed by Peterson’s, and the Practice Test content
was created by the test prep experts at Peterson’s.
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YOU’RE WELL ON YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS
You’ve made the decision to apply to graduate school and have taken a very important
step in that process. Peterson’s Master the GRE will help you score high on the exam
and prepare you for everything you’ll need to know on the day of your exam. Good
luck!

GIVE US YOUR FEEDBACK
Peterson’s publishes a full line of resources to help guide you through the graduate
school admission process. Peterson’s publications can be found at your local
bookstore, library, and college guidance office, and you can access us online at
www.petersons.com.

We welcome any comments or suggestions you may have about this publication and
invite you to complete our online survey at www.petersons.com/booksurvey. Or you
can fill out the survey at the back of this book, tear it out, and mail it to us at:

Publishing Department
Peterson’s, a Nelnet Company
2000 Lenox Drive
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

Your feedback will help us make your educational dreams possible.
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TOP 10 STRATEGIES TO RAISE YOUR SCORE
Regardless of the books, software, or other GRE-prep resources you’re using,
certain time-tested strategies for GRE preparation never go out of style. To attain
your optimal GRE scores and to maximize your chances of getting into your
first-choice graduate program, keep the following strategies in mind:

1. Don’t neglect your weaknesses. When preparing for the GRE, some test-
takers make the mistake of focusing on their strengths, and they neglect to
work on eliminating their weaknesses. They tell themselves, “I can’t handle
these tough sections right now,” and they decide either to face them later or
skip them completely and take their chances on the actual exam. However, you
can’t “hide” your individual GRE scores from the admissions committees, and
you don’t want to be unprepared in any way. The best strategy here is to avoid
spending more time than you need on any one area of the GRE. Don’t waste
time reviewing what you already know. Instead, devote as much time as
possible to improving areas where you know you need extra practice.

2. Don’t neglect the two GRE essays. Among GRE test-takers, it’s especially
common to neglect preparing for the essay sections of the exam. Don’t make
this mistake! This is one area where it’s impossible to “guess” your way through
the test. What’s more, graduate schools are more frequently focusing on the
GRE essays to help them make tough decisions among applicants—many of
whom appear equally qualified otherwise. This means that your Analytical
Writing score could very well make the difference between your being accepted
to your preferred program and being rejected—especially at a school where you
may be a “borderline” candidate.

3. Practice under exam conditions. When it comes to GRE preparation,
there’s simply no substitute for putting yourself to the test by taking the
Practice Tests in this book under simulated testing conditions. Here are some
suggestions:
Adhere to the time limits that each exam section imposes. If possible, use a
word processor to compose your practice essays (rather than writing them out),
and use only the features that will be available on the stripped-down GRE word
processor. If possible, take at least one computer-based Practice Test.
Don’t underestimate the role that endurance plays in taking the GRE exam.
Half the battle is making it through the half-day ordeal with your wits intact.
You can prepare for the long day of taking the exam by taking at least one
full-length Practice Test straight through, with only a few short breaks.

4. Take the real GRE once—just for practice. If you have time and can afford
to, register for and take the real GRE once as a “dress rehearsal.” This can help
you become comfortable with the testing environment, and you may be able to
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rid yourself of a lot of anxiety and nervousness. If you’re like most test-takers,
you’ll be far more relaxed and focused the second time around. In fact, ETS
statistics show that among repeat test-takers, more than 90 percent improve their
score the second time around. Those are great odds!

5. Keep practice scores in perspective. Most GRE test-takers have their sights
on two or three specific academic programs as their top graduate school choices, so
they have a good idea what GRE scores they’ll need to have a strong chance of
gaining admission to those programs. If this describes you, you may also have set
a goal for your GRE scores. That’s understandable, but don’t obsess over your
Practice Test scores. This can lead to complacency and overconfidence (if the
scores are high) or anxiety and discouragement (if the scores are low). Either way,
you risk sabotaging yourself for the real exam. The best strategy here is to focus
not on the Practice Test scores themselves, but on what you can constructively
accomplish between now and exam day to improve the scores.

6. Maintain a positive attitude. Of course, it’s important to maintain a positive
attitude about the GRE. But it’s also important to avoid becoming complacent and
overconfident. If you have the idea that you can just “wing it” on the GRE and still
manage to score high, you’ll want to think again. Remember that thousands of
other students like you are taking the GRE—and they’re also taking their scores
very, very seriously.

7. Be realistic in your expectations. You’d love perfect GRE scores, wouldn’t you?
In theory, you can attain them. But in reality, you may not score as high as you’d
like. Accept your limitations. With regular study and practice, you’ll perform as
well as you can reasonably expect to perform. Be realistic, too, about the benefits
you can expect from this or any other GRE preparation book or program. There’s
only so much that you can do to boost your GRE score.

8. Take steps to minimize GRE anxiety. Test anxiety, whether it happens before
or during a test, can hurt your performance. Although it’s probably impossible to
eliminate anxiety completely, you can take some steps to reduce it. Here are a few
suggestions:
Practice testing under exam conditions. This is the single best method of reducing
test anxiety. The more comfortable you can be in a simulated testing environment,
the more likely you can remain calm during the real test.
Join or form a GRE study group. After you and your fellow test-takers take time to
openly discuss your anxieties and review Practice Test questions, your apprehen-
sions will begin to lessen.
Before taking practice tests, try simple relaxation techniques. Do some stretching,
deep breathing, meditating, or whatever else works for you. Some people find that
a quick burst of vigorous exercise is highly effective.
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Stay busy with other activities and occupations. It’s likely that the more you
think about taking the GRE, the more anxious you’ll become. So during the
weeks that you’re preparing for the test, try to keep yourself busy with your
regular activities. Avoid discussing the GRE with others except during planned
study sessions or classes.

9. Know when you’ve peaked. Preparing for the GRE is a bit like training for
an athletic event. You need to familiarize yourself with the event, learn to be
comfortable with it, and build up your skill and endurance. At some point,
though—hopefully around exam day—your motivation, interest, and perfor-
mance will peak. Of course, it takes time and effort to get comfortable with the
exam, to correct poor test-taking habits, to review whatever math and grammar
you might have forgotten, to develop an instinct for recognizing wrong-answer
choices, and to find your optimal pace. But there’s a point beyond which
additional study and practice will give you little or no additional benefit. Don’t
drag out the process by starting to prepare too early or by postponing your test
day to give yourself more time than you really need.

10. Take the GRE early to allow yourself the option of retaking it. Many
graduate schools admit new students for the fall term only. Application dead-
lines vary widely among the schools, but if you take the GRE no later than the
November before matriculation, you’ll meet almost any program’s deadline.
Ideally, you’ll want to take the exam early enough so that you can take it a
second time if necessary and still meet application deadlines. In any event,
schedule the exam at a time when you’re sure you’ll have adequate time to
prepare.
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All About the
General GRE

OVERVIEW
� The GRE structure and testing format

� Your GRE scores

� Scoring Your Practice Tests—Quantitative Reasoning and Verbal
Reasoning

� Taking the GRE computer-based test

� GRE availability and registration

� General test-taking tips

� Summing it up

The General Graduate Record Exam (GRE), or GRE General Test, is the
primary standardized test for admission to graduate-level academic programs
in the United States. The exam is designed and administered by the Educa-
tional Testing Service (ETS), the same company that produces the SAT. Since
2002, the GRE has been administered by computer only (except in certain
remote locations outside the United States, where a paper-based version is
offered instead).

Your GRE prep begins with an overview of the test. In this chapter, you’ll look
at the overall structure of the GRE and find out how the exam is scored and
evaluated. This chapter concludes with GRE registration information and a
need-to-know list of GRE test-taking tips.

THE GRE STRUCTURE AND TESTING FORMAT
The computer-based GRE contains three scored sections:

One 75-minute Analytical Writing section (with two discrete timed parts)

One 45-minute Quantitative Reasoning section

One 30-minute Verbal Reasoning section

The exam also contains one additional, unscored section, either Quantitative
Reasoning or Verbal Reasoning. The unscored section allows test-makers to
try out new questions, mainly to assess their difficulty level based on test-
takers’ responses. You may not be able to tell which section is unscored—and
in any event, you should approach each and every exam section with the
assumption that it counts toward your GRE score.
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For some (but not all) test-takers, the exam will end with an identified, untimed
research section, which is not scored and contains question types that are different
than the ones in the other sections. (The research section contains experimental
question types that are unlikely to appear on the GRE as scored questions any time
soon.)

Excluding brief breaks between sections and the research section, total testing time
runs from 3 hours to 3 hours, 15 minutes, depending on whether your unscored
section is Quantitative Reasoning or Verbal Reasoning. In the following table, the
number of Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning questions are approximate; your exam
may contain a different number of any question type on these two sections.

TEST SECTION DESCRIPTION
Analytical Writing 75 mins. (2 writing tasks):

� Present Your Perspective on an Issue (Issue
task), 1 essay (45 mins.)

� Argument Analysis (Argument task), 1 essay
(30 mins.)

Quantitative Reasoning 45 mins. (28 multiple-choice questions)*:
� Quantitative Comparison (14 questions)
� Problem Solving (14 questions)

Verbal Reasoning 30 mins. (30 multiple-choice questions):
� Analogies (9 questions)
� Sentence Completion (6 questions)
� Reading Comprehension (8 questions,

divided among 2–4 sets)
� Antonyms (7 questions)

Unscored Section 30 or 45 mins.:
� Verbal Reasoning (30 questions, 30 mins.)

OR
� Quantitative Reasoning (28 questions,

45 mins.)
Research Section Untimed (number of questions varies)
*One of your Quantitative Reasoning questions may require you to enter (type in)
your own numerical answer instead of selecting among multiple choices.

Sequence of Exam Sections and Questions
The Analytical Writing section will be the first one on your exam. This section may start
with either the Issue writing task or the Argument writing task.

The Quantitative Reasoning and Verbal Reasoning sections (including the unscored
section) may appear in any order. For example, you might encounter two consecutive
Quantitative Reasoning sections or two consecutive Verbal Reasoning sections. In
these exam sections, question types are interspersed and there’s no set order. (Take a
quick peek at any of the Practice Tests in this book and you’ll get the idea.)

The research section will be the last one on your exam. (Remember: It won’t be scored,
and it probably won’t be timed.)

PART I: GRE Basics4
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Basic Ground Rules During the Exam
Here are some basic procedural rules for the GRE that will be explained in more detail
later in this chapter:

� Once the timed test begins, you cannot stop the testing clock.

� If you finish any section before the time limit expires, you can proceed immedi-
ately to the next section, at your option.

� Once you exit a section, you can’t return to it.

� The test provides an optional 10-minute break after the Analytical Writing
section and an optional one-minute break after each subsequent section. Imme-
diately after each break, the next timed section automatically commences.

� Pencils and “scratch” paper are provided for all exam sections.

� You compose both Analytical Writing essays using the word processor built into
the GRE computerized testing system. Handwritten essays are not permitted.
(Later in this chapter we’ll review details about the GRE word processor.)

Here are some additional ground rules that apply specifically to the Quantitative and
Verbal Reasoning sections. We’ll go into these in more detail later in this chapter:

� The computerized test won’t let you skip questions. Also, once you confirm your
answer to a question, you can’t return to it.

� An on-screen calculator is NOT provided, and calculators are prohibited in the
testing room. So during the Quantitative Reasoning section(s), you’ll need to use
your scratch paper to perform calculations.

� During the Quantitative Reasoning and Verbal Reasoning sections, you’ll be
required to select among multiple choices by clicking on the ovals next to them.
For one Quantitative Reasoning question, you might be required to enter (type in)
your own numerical answer, instead of selecting among answer choices.

YOUR GRE SCORES
You’ll receive four different scores for the GRE:

A scaled Quantitative Reasoning score on a 200–800 scale (in 10-point increments)

A scaled Verbal Reasoning score on a 200–800 scale (in 10-point increments)

A total score on a 200–800 scale (in 10-point increments), based on both your
Quantitative Reasoning and Verbal Reasoning scores

An Analytical Writing score, on a 0–6 scale, which averages the scores for each of
your two GRE writing tasks

For each of these four scores, you’ll also receive a percentile rank (0–99 percent). A
percentile rank of 60 percent, for example, indicates that you scored higher than 59
percent (and lower than 40 percent) of all other test-takers. Percentile ranks reflect
your performance relative to the entire GRE test-taking population during the most
recent multi-year period.

Chapter 1: All About the General GRE 5
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............................................................................................

NOTE
On the actual test, the ovals

next to multiple choices are

not lettered as they are

throughout this book.

www.petersons.com/graduateschools
https://ieltstep.com



The Scoring System for Quantitative and Verbal Reasoning
Scores for the Quantitative Reasoning and Verbal Reasoning sections are not based
strictly on the number of correct answers. Instead, each of these two scores is based on
three factors:

The number of questions you attempt

The difficulty level of the questions you answer correctly

The range of question types and topics among the questions you answer correctly

Each multiple-choice section is “computer adaptive,” which means that it continually
adapts to your ability level. A computerized algorithm determines which questions are
presented. Generally speaking, the more questions you answer correctly, the greater
the difficulty level of subsequent questions and the greater credit you’ll receive for
answering them correctly as well. So even if you don’t respond to all 28 Quantitative
Reasoning or all 30 Verbal Reasoning questions, you can still attain a high score for
that section if a high percentage of your responses are correct—especially if you
respond correctly to a wide variety of question types.

SCORING YOUR PRACTICE TESTS—QUANTITATIVE
REASONING AND VERBAL REASONING
Because the Quantitative Reasoning and Verbal Reasoning sections are computer-
adaptive, it’s very difficult to gauge precisely how you’d score on the actual GRE based
on your performance on the practice tests in this book. Nevertheless, the following GRE
Score Conversion Table should give you a rough idea. The table provides average scaled
scores and corresponding percentile ranks based on previously administered paper-
based GRE exams, adjusted to reflect the fact that the practice tests in this book include
a greater proportion of difficult questions than paper-based GRE tests.

For each practice test, determine your raw score (total number of correct responses)
for the Verbal Reasoning section and for the Quantitative Reasoning section. Then,
consult the table below to determine your approximate scaled score and corresponding
percentile rank for each of these two sections.

PART I: GRE Basics6
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GRE SCORE CONVERSION TABLE FOR PRACTICE TESTS

Raw
Score

Scaled Score
(Percentile Rank)
Verbal Reasoning

Scaled Score
(Percentile Rank)

Quantitative Reasoning

30 800 (99) ��

29 800 (99) ��

28 780�790 (99) 800 (99)

27 740�770 (98�99) 780�800 (98�99)

26 700�730 (94�97) 760�770 (94�97)

25 660�690 (90�93) 730�750 (88�93)

24 640�650 (87�89) 700�720 (85�87)

23 620�630 (83�86) 680�690 (78�84)

22 590�610 (77�82) 660�670 (74�77)

21 560�580 (71�76) 640�650 (68�73)

20 540�550 (65�70) 620�630 (62�67)

19 510�530 (57�64) 600�610 (56�61)

18 480�500 (49�56) 580�590 (52�55)

17 450�470 (40�48) 550�570 (47�51)

16 430�440 (35�39) 530�540 (41�46)

15 410�420 (27�34) 510�520 (35�40)

14 390�400 (22�26) 490�500 (31�34)

13 360�380 (15�21) 460�480 (25�30)

12 340�350 (12�14) 440�450 (20�24)

11 320�330 (8�11) 420�430 (16�19)

10 300�310 (6�7) 390�410 (13�15)

9 280�290 (3�5) 360�380 (9�12)

8 260�270 (2) 330�350 (5�8)

7 240�250 (1) 300�320 (3�4)

6 220�230 (1) 260�290 (2)

5 210 (1) 210�250 (1)

4�0 200 (1) 200 (1)

Chapter 1: All About the General GRE 7
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............................................................................................

www.petersons.com/graduateschools
https://ieltstep.com



How the GRE Essays Are Scored
Your GRE Analytical Writing score is based on your two GRE essays, so someone
obviously must read and evaluate them. For this purpose, ETS enlists college and
university faculty, mostly in the English and Communications fields.

Two GRE readers will read and evaluate your Issue essay, and two other readers will
read and evaluate your Argument essay. Each reader will award a single score on a
scale of 0–6 in whole-point intervals (6 is highest). If scores assigned by the two
readers differ by more than one point, a third, very experienced reader will read the
essay and adjust the discrepancy. Your final Analytical Writing score is the average of
your final scores for each essay. The average is rounded up to the nearest half-point.
Here’s an example showing how the GRE essay-scoring system works:

5 Reader A’s evaluation of your Issue essay
4 Reader B’s evaluation of your Issue essay
4.5 Final score for your Issue essay
3 Reader C’s evaluation of your Argument essay
5 Reader D’s evaluation of your Argument essay
4 Reader E’s adjudicated score
4 Final score for your Argument essay

4.5 Final Analytical Writing score (an average of 4.5 and 4, rounded up)

GRE readers apply a holistic scoring approach. In other words, instead of awarding
separate sub-scores for content, organization, writing style, and mechanics, the reader
will consider how effective your essay is as a whole—accounting for all these factors.
Nevertheless, GRE readers are instructed to focus primarily on your ideas, your
analytic logic, and how well you’ve organized your thoughts. To ensure fairness
toward ESL (English as a second language) test-takers, the readers will take into
account your use of language and your writing mechanics only to the extent that these
factors interfere with your ability to communicate your ideas.

All GRE readers are trained by ETS in applying the same scoring criteria. Here are
the five essential requirements for a top-scoring (“6”) Issue essay (notice that you can
attain a top score of 6 even if your essays contain minor errors in grammar, word
usage, spelling, and punctuation):

The essay develops a position on the issue through the use of incisive reasons and
persuasive examples.

The essay’s ideas are conveyed clearly and articulately.

The essay maintains proper focus on the issue and is well organized.

The essay demonstrates proficiency, fluency, and maturity in its use of sentence
structure, vocabulary, and idiom.

The essay demonstrates an excellent command of the elements of Standard
Written English, including grammar, word usage, spelling, and punctuation (but
it may contain minor flaws in these areas).
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Here are the five essential requirements for a top-scoring (“6”) Argument essay (notice
that the last two requirements are the same as for a top-scoring Issue essay):

The essay identifies the key features of the argument and analyzes each one in a
thoughtful manner.

The essay supports each point of critique with insightful reasons and examples.

The essay develops its ideas in a clear, organized manner, with appropriate
transitions to help connect ideas.

The essay demonstrates proficiency, fluency, and maturity in its use of sentence
structure, vocabulary, and idiom.

The essay demonstrates an excellent command of the elements of Standard
Written English, including grammar, word usage, spelling, and punctuation (but
it may contain minor flaws in these areas).

The criteria for lower scores are the same as the ones above; the only difference is that
the standard for quality decreases for successively lower scores.

TAKING THE GRE COMPUTER-BASED TEST

The GRE Computer Interface
The three simulated screen shots on pages 10 and 12 show the GRE Computer-Based
Test interface for the Analytical Writing section, the Quantitative Reasoning section,
and the Verbal Reasoning section. Let’s first examine the features of the interface that
are common to all exam sections.

The Title Bar
A dark title bar will appear across the top of the computer screen at all times during
all test sections. (You cannot hide this bar.) The title bar displays three items:

Left corner: The time remaining for the current section (hours and minutes)

Middle: The name of the test (GRE) and current section number

Right corner: The current question number and total number of questions in the
current section
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00:28 Computer-Based GRE-Section 2:Analytical Writing 2

The following appeared in a memo from the manager of UpperCuts, a hair salon 
located in a suburb of the city of Apton, to the salon's owner:

"According to a nationwide demographic study, more and more people today are 
moving from suburbs to downtown areas. So in order to boost sagging profits at 
UpperCuts we should relocate the salon from its current location in Apton's 
suburban mall to downtown Apton, while retaining the salon's decidedly upscale 
approach in terms of services, products and pricing. After all, HairDooz, our chief 
competitor at the mall, has just relocated downtown and is popular among

The manager's argument relies on a series of unproven assumptions and is
therefore unconvincing as it stands. To begin with, the argument assumes that
Apton's demographic trend reflects the national trend. Yet, the mere fact that 
one hair salon has moved downtown hardly suffices to |
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The Toolbar
A series of six buttons appears in a toolbar across the bottom of the computer screen
at all times during all test sections. (You cannot hide the toolbar.) Here’s a description
of each button’s function:

Quit Test
Click on this button to stop the test and cancel your scores for the entire test.
(Partial score cancelation is not allowed in any event.) If you click here, a
dialog box will appear on the screen, asking you to confirm this operation.
Stay away from this button unless you’re absolutely sure you wish your
GRE score for the day to be deleted and you’re willing to throw away your
GRE registration fee.

Exit Section
Click on this button if you finish the section before the allotted time expires
and wish to proceed immediately to the next section. A dialog box will
appear on the screen asking you to confirm this operation. Stay away from
this button unless you’ve already answered every question in the current
section and don’t feel you need a breather before starting the next one.

Time
Click on this button to display the time remaining to the nearest second. By
default, the time remaining is displayed (in the upper left corner) in hours
and minutes, but not to the nearest second.

Help
Click on this button to access the directions for the current question type, as
well as the general test directions and the instructions for using the toolbar
items.
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Next and Confirm Answer
Click on the NEXT button when you’re finished with the current question.
When you click on NEXT, the current question will remain on the screen
until you click on CONFIRM ANSWER. Until you confirm, you can change
your answer as often as you wish (by clicking on a different oval). But once
you confirm, the question disappears forever and the next one appears in its
place. Whenever the NEXT button is enabled (appearing dark gray), the
CONFIRM ANSWER button is disabled (appearing light gray), and vice
versa.

The Analytical Writing Screen
As illustrated in the screen shot on page 10, the Analytical Writing prompt appears at
the top of your screen, and your essay response appears below it as you type your
response. (The screen in the figure includes the first several lines of a response.)
Notice that you have to scroll down to read the entire topic and question. You compose
your essays using the GRE word processor. (Just ahead, you’ll look closely at its
features and limitations.)

The Quantitative and Verbal Screens
To respond to multiple-choice questions, click on one of the ovals to the left of the
answer choices. (You might need to use the keyboard to type a number answer to one
Quantitative Reasoning question.) Notice that the answer choices are not lettered;
you’ll click on blank ovals.

Split screens: For some questions, the screen splits either horizontally or vertically.

Reading Comprehension: The screen splits vertically. The left side displays the
passage; the right side displays the question and answer choices.

Quantitative questions that include figures: The screen splits horizontally. The figure
appears at the top; the question and answer choices appear at the bottom.

Vertical scrolling: For some questions, you’ll have to scroll up and down (using the
vertical scroll bar) to view all the material that pertains to the current question.

Reading Comprehension: Passages are too long for you to see on the screen in their
entirety; you’ll need to scroll.

Quantitative questions that include figures: Some figures—especially charts and
graphs—won’t fit on the screen in their entirety; you might need to scroll.
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00:06 21 of 28Computer-Based GRE-Section 3:Quantitative

Richard began driving from home on a trip averaging 30 miles per hour. How
many miles per hour must Carla drive on average to catch up to him in exactly
3 hours if she leaves 30 minutes after Richard?

Test

Quit

Section

Exit Time
?

Help

Answer

Confirm Next

35

55

39

40

60

00:23 6 of 30Computer-Based GRE-Section 4:Verbal
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      The Andean cordillera is made up of
many interwoven mountain ranges, which
include high intermountain plateaus,
basins and valleys.  The Northern Andes
contain several broad ecosystems falling
into four altitudinal belts.  Its northern sub-
region is distinguished from the rest of the
region by higher relative humidity and
greater climatic symmetry between the
eastern and western flanks of the range.
The Central Andes are characterized by a
succession of agricultural zones with
varied climatic conditions along the
 mountains' flanks and by large, high-
altitude plateaus, variously called puna or 
altiplano, which do not occur in the 
Northern Andes.  The soil fertility of the 
northern altiplano is generally good. The 
western Central Andean ranges are
relatively arid with desert-like soils,
whereas the eastern ranges are more
humid and have more diverse soils.  The
eastern slopes of the Central Andes in 
many ways are similar to the wet forests

In the passage, the author's primary concern is
to

describe the climate and topography of 
     various regions of the Andean cordillera
discuss the factors affecting the climate of 
     the Andean cordillera
suggest various alternative explanations for
     the diversity of climate among the 
     various regions of the Andean cordillera
examine the effects of topograpy on the 
     climate and vegetation of the Andean
     cordillera
compare and contrast the climate and
    topography of the Northern Andes to that
    the Central Andes

(5)

(10)

(15)

(20)

BeginningQuestions 6 to 8

The GRE’s Word Processor
During the GRE Analytical Writing section, you’ll use the simple word processor built
into the computer system. While the word processor includes some features standard
in programs like Word and WordPerfect, it also lacks many of these programs’
features.

KEYBOARD COMMANDS FOR NAVIGATION AND EDITING

Here are the navigational and editing keys available in the word processor:

� Backspace removes the character to the left of the cursor.

� Delete removes the character to the right of the cursor.
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� Home moves the cursor to the beginning of the line.

� End moves the cursor to the end of the line.

� Arrow Keys move the cursor up, down, left, or right.

� Enter inserts a paragraph break (starts a new line).

� Page Up moves the cursor up one page (screen).

� Page Down moves the cursor down one page (screen).

Certain often-used features of standard word-processing programs are not available
in the word processor. For example, no keyboard commands are available for the
following:

� TAB—disabled (does not function)

� Beginning/end of paragraph (not available)

� Beginning/end of document (not available)

� No key combinations (using the CTRL, ALT, or SHIFT key) or other macros are
available for editing functions. (You’ll use your mouse for cutting and pasting
text.)

MOUSE-DRIVEN NAVIGATION AND EDITING FUNCTIONS

Just as with other word processors, to navigate the editing screen you can simply
point the cursor to the position at which you wish to begin typing, and then click. The
CBT word processor also includes mouse-driven CUT, PASTE, and UNDO.

Selecting text you wish to cut: You select text the same way as with standard
word-processing programs: either (1) hold down your mouse button while sweeping
the I-beam on the screen over the desired text, or (2) hold down the SHIFT key and
use the navigation keys to select text.

The CUT button: If you wish to delete text but want to save it to a temporary
clipboard for pasting elsewhere, select that text (see above), and then click on the CUT
button. Cutting text is not the same as deleting it. When you delete text (using the
DELETE key), you cannot paste it elsewhere in your document (but see UNDO
below).

The PASTE button: If you wish to move text from one position to another, select and
cut the text, then reposition your cursor where you want the text to go and click on the
PASTE button.

The UNDO button: Click on this button to undo the most recent delete, cut, or paste
that you performed.

Limitations of CUT and UNDO: The following mouse-driven features are not
available:

� DRAG-AND-DROP cut-and-paste (not available)

� COPY (not available; to copy you need to cut, then paste, in the same spot)

� MULTIPLE UNDO (the word processor stores only your most recent delete, cut,
paste, or keyboard entry)
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The vertical scroll bar: Once you key in ten lines or so, you’ll have to scroll to view
your entire response. A vertical scroll bar also appears to the right of the prompt. Be
sure to scroll all the way down to make sure you’ve read the entire prompt.

Spell-checking, grammar-checking, fonts, attributes, hyphenation: The word
processor does not include a spell checker or grammar checker, nor does it allow you to
choose typeface or point size. Neither manual nor automatic hyphenation is available.
Attributes such as bold, italics, and underlining are not available.

The GRE Computerized Test-Taking Experience
When you take a test as important as the GRE, it’s a good idea to minimize test
anxiety by knowing exactly what to expect on exam day—aside from the timed test
itself. Let’s walk you through the various pre-test and post-test procedures and
describe the physical testing environment. Keep in mind: All of the procedures
described here are subject to change. Consult the official GRE Web site for current
procedures and policies.

WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT THE TEST CENTER

Here’s what you can expect when you arrive at the test center:

� The supervisor will show you a roster, which includes the names of test-takers
scheduled for that day, and will ask you to initial the roster next to your name,
and indicate on the roster your arrival time.

� The supervisor will ask you to read a list of testing procedures and rules. (These
rules will be covered in the pages immediately ahead.)

� The supervisor will give you a “Nondisclosure Statement.” You’re to read the
printed statement, then write the statement (in the space provided on the form)
and sign it. In the statement, you agree to the testing policies and rules, and you
agree not to reproduce or disclose any of the actual test questions. The supervisor
will not permit you to enter the exam room until you’ve written and signed the
statement.

� You might have to sit in a waiting room until the supervisor calls your name. A 5-
to 10-minute wait beyond your scheduled testing time is not uncommon. (Taking
the GRE is like going to the dentist—in more than one respect!)

� The supervisor will check your photo identification. (You won’t be permitted to
take the test unless you have one acceptable form of photo identification with
you.)

� The test center will provide a secure locker (free of charge) for stowing your
personal belongings during the test.

� To help ensure that nobody else takes any part of the exam in your place, the
supervisor will take a photograph of you. A thumbprint may also be required.

� The supervisor might give you some rudimentary tips about managing your time
during the exam.

� Before you enter the testing room, you must remove everything from your pockets
except your photo I.D. and locker key.
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� The supervisor will provide you with several pieces of scratch paper (stapled
together), along with two pencils. These are the only items you’ll have in hand as
you enter the testing room.

TESTING PROCEDURES AND RULES

� If you want to exit the testing room for any reason, you must raise your hand and
wait for the supervisor to escort you from the room. (You won’t be able to pause
the testing clock for any reason.)

� No guests are allowed in the waiting room during your test.

� No food or drink is allowed in the testing room.

� You must sign out whenever you exit the testing room.

� You must sign in whenever you re-enter the testing room (the supervisor will ask
to see your photo I.D. each time).

� If you need more scratch paper during the exam, raise your hand and ask for it.
The supervisor will happily replace your bundle with a fresh one.

� The supervisor will replace your tired pencils with fresh, sharp ones upon your
request anytime during the exam (just raise your hand).

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE COMPUTERIZED TESTING ENVIRONMENT

� Individual testing stations are like library carrels; they’re separated by half-
walls.

� The height of your chair’s seat will be adjustable and the chair will swivel. Chairs
at most testing centers have arms.

� You can adjust the contrast on your computer monitor. If you notice any flick-
ering, ask the supervisor to move you to another station.

� If your mouse has two buttons, you can use either button to click your way
through the exam (both buttons serve the same function). Don’t expect to have a
mouse with a wheel for easy scrolling. Trackballs are available, but only if you
request one before you begin the test.

� Testing rooms are not soundproof. During your test, you might hear talking and
other noise from outside the room.

� Expect the supervisor to escort other test-takers in and out of the room during
your test. Do your best to ignore this potential distraction.

� If the testing room is busy, expect to hear lots of mouse-clicking during your test.

� Earplugs are available upon request.

� Expect anything in terms of room temperature, so dress in layers.

� You’ll be under continual audio and video surveillance. To guard against cheating,
and to record any irregularities or problems in the testing room as they occur, the
room is continually audiotaped and videotaped.
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BEFORE YOU BEGIN THE TEST—THE COMPUTER TUTORIAL

Okay, the supervisor has just escorted you to your station, and has wished you luck.
Before you begin the test, the computerized system will lead you through a tutorial
that includes five sections (each section steps you through a series of “screens”):

How to use the mouse (six screens)

How to select and change an answer (six screens)

How to scroll the screen display up and down (six screens)

How to use the toolbars (twenty-one screens); here you’ll learn how to do the
following:

� Quit the test

� Exit the current section

� Access the directions

� Confirm your response and move to the next question

How to use the word processor features (fourteen screens)

Here’s what you need to know about the GRE computer tutorial:

� You won’t be able to skip any section or any screen during the tutorial.

� As you progress, the system requires that you demonstrate competency in using
the mouse, selecting and confirming answer choices, and accessing the directions.
So you can’t begin taking the actual test unless you’ve shown that you know how
to use the system.

� At the end of each tutorial section (series of screens), you can repeat that section
at your option. But once you leave a section, you can’t return to it.

� The Analytical Writing section of the tutorial allows you to practice using the
word processor.

� If you carefully read all the information presented to you, expect to spend about
20 minutes on the tutorial.

POST-TEST GRE PROCEDURES

It’s been about 4 hours since you first entered the testing center, and you’ve just
completed your final exam section. You may think you’ve finished the GRE, but you
haven’t. There are four more hoops to jump through before you’re done:

Respond to a brief questionnaire. The computer program will impose on you a
brief questionnaire (presented in a series of screens) about your test-taking expe-
rience (these questions are multiple-choice, just like the exam itself). The ques-
tionnaire might ask you, for example:

� Whether your supervisor was knowledgeable and helpful

� Whether the testing environment was comfortable
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� How long you waited after you arrived at the testing site to begin the test

� Whether you were distracted by noise during your exam

Cancel your test, at your option. The most important question you’ll answer
while seated at your testing station is this next one. The computer program will
ask you to choose whether to cancel your scores (no scores are recorded; partial
cancelation is not provided for) or see your scores immediately.

Once you elect to see your scores, you can no longer cancel them. So you should
take a few minutes to think it over. The program gives you 5 minutes to choose. If
you haven’t decided within 5 minutes, it will automatically show you your scores
(and you forfeit your option to cancel).

View and record your scores. If you elect to see your scores, write them down
on your scratch paper. When you leave the testing room, the supervisor will allow
you to transcribe them onto another sheet of paper (one that you can take home
with you), so that you don’t have to memorize them.

Direct your scores to the schools of your choice. Once you’ve elected to see
your scores, the program will ask you to select the schools you wish to receive your
score report (you will be shown a complete list of schools).

BEFORE YOU LEAVE THE TESTING CENTER

When you exit the testing room for the final time, the following three things will
happen:

The supervisor will collect your pencils and scratch paper and will count the
number of sheets of paper to make sure you aren’t trying to sneak out with any.

The supervisor will remind you to collect your belongings from your locker (if you
used one) and turn in your locker key.

The supervisor will provide you with an ETS pamphlet that explains how to
interpret your test scores. (You can take this home with you.)

GRE AVAILABILITY AND REGISTRATION
The computer-based GRE is administered year-round at more than 500 locations, most
of which are in NorthAmerica. Testing centers are located at Prometric Testing Centers,
Sylvan Learning Centers, certain colleges and universities, and ETS (Educational
Testing Service) field offices. The official GRE Information and Registration Bulletin
contains a complete list of GRE computer-based test centers; an updated list is available
at the official GRE Web site (www.gre.org).

Registering for the GRE
To take the GRE, you must schedule an appointment using any of the following three
methods:

Make an appointment online via the official GRE Web site (www.gre.org).
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Call one of two central registration numbers: 1-800-GRE-CALL (1-800-473-2255)
or the Prometric Candidate Services Call Center (1-443-751-4820).

Make an appointment by mail. You’ll need to complete and mail to ETS an
Authorization Voucher Request Form. You can download the form from the official
GRE Web site, or you can call ETS and request the form be sent to you by mail.

Keep in mind that popular test centers may experience backlogs of up to several
weeks. Also, you might find it more difficult to schedule a weekend test date than a
weekday test date. Be sure to plan ahead and schedule your GRE early enough to
meet your grad-school application deadlines.

Obtaining Up-to-Date GRE Information
For detailed information about GRE registration procedures, consult the official GRE
Web site (www.gre.org) or refer to the printed GRE Information and Registration
Bulletin, published annually by ETS. This free bulletin is available directly from ETS as
well as through career-planning offices at most four-year colleges and universities. You
can also download the Bulletin from the ETS Web site. The Bulletin provides detailed
and current information about the following:

� Test format and testing procedures

� Test center locations, telephone numbers, and hours of operation

� Registration procedures

� Accommodations for disabled test-takers

� Requirements for admission to the GRE

� Registration and reporting fees, and refund policies

� What to do if you want to repeat the test

� The paper-based GRE (availability, registration procedures, etc.)

� Official scoring criteria for the essays

� How GRE scores are used by institutions

Contacting the Testing Service
To obtain the Bulletin, or for other information about the GRE, you can contact ETS by
several methods.

Telephone
1-609-771-7670
Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. Eastern Time (except for U.S. holidays)

1-866-473-4373
Monday–Friday 8:00 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. Eastern Time (toll-free for test-takers within
the United States, U.S. Territories, and Canada)

1-609-771-7714 (TTY)
24 hours a day, 7 days a week for test-takers who are deaf or hearing-impaired

Recorded information is available 24 hours a day if you use a touch-tone phone.
Phones are busiest between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. every day and all day on
Mondays.
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E-mail
gre@ets.org

World Wide Web
www.gre.org

www.ets.org (ETS home page)

Mail
GRE-ETS
P.O. Box 6000
Princeton, NJ 08541-6000

There are several available methods for obtaining information about ETS disability
services.

Telephone
1-866-387-8602 (toll-free for test-takers within the United States, U.S. Territories,
and Canada)

1-609-771-7780 (all other locations)
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time

E-mail
stassd@ets.org

TTY
1-609-771-7714

Mail
ETS Disability Services
Educational Testing Service
P.O. Box 6054
Princeton, NJ 08541-6054

GENERAL TEST-TAKING TIPS
In Parts III–V of this book, you’ll learn strategies and tips for specific test sections and
question types. Right now, however, let’s review some general strategies for the GRE.
Even if you’ve read about these eight strategies elsewhere or they seem like common
sense to you, it’s a good idea to reinforce them in your mind.

Know your optimal pace and stay at it. Time is definitely a factor on every
section of the GRE. On the Quantitative Reasoning and Verbal Reasoning sec-
tions, expect to work at a quicker pace than is comfortable for you. Similarly, the
30-minute time limit for each GRE Analytical Writing essay requires a lively
writing pace and allows little time for editing, revising, and fine-tuning.

During the Quantitative and Verbal sections, check your pace after every ten
questions or so (about twice during each section) and adjust it accordingly so that
you have time at least to consider every question in the section. During each
30-minute writing task, be sure to leave enough time to cover all your main points
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and to wrap up your essay, so it looks and reads as though you finished in time.
The best way to avoid the time squeeze is to practice under timed conditions
before you take the actual exam. This will give you a sense of what your optimal
pace should be.

If you’re not sure about an answer, don’t dwell on it—move on. This tip
follows logically from the first one. You might find yourself reluctant to leave a
question until you’re sure your answer is correct. While this is admirable, doing
this under the strict time conditions of the test will only defeat you. Remember:
You can miss some questions and still earn high scores. After you develop a sense
of your best pace for the exam, you’ll have a better idea of how much time you can
safely spend on each question.

Avoid random guesswork if possible. If you must guess, always try to
eliminate obvious wrong-answer choices first; then go with your hunch. On mul-
tiple-choice questions, eliminating even one possible answer improves your odds.
If you’re out of time during a section and you haven’t answered every available
question, there’s no advantage to making random guesses at the remaining
questions.

Read each question in its entirety. Beware: Some GRE questions offer wrong-
answer choices that may seem correct if you haven’t read the entire question and
all the answer choices thoroughly. This is especially true in the Verbal Reasoning
section. Unless you’re running out of time, make sure you read every question
from start to finish, and never confirm an answer unless you’ve first compared it
with all the others for that question.

Maintain an active mind set. When taking an exam such as the GRE, it’s easy
to fall into a passive mode in which you scan the answer choices and hope that the
correct answer “jumps out” at you as you do so. Fight this tendency by keeping
your mind engaged while reading each question. Remember that each question on
the GRE is designed to measure a specific ability or skill. Try to adopt an active,
investigative approach to answering the questions. Ask yourself: What skill is the
question measuring? What is the most direct thought process for determining the
correct response? How might I be tripped up on this type of question if I’m not
careful?

Use your pencil and scratch paper, as well as the on-screen calculator.
Scratch work helps keep your mind in active mode. Make brief notes, draw simple
diagrams and flow charts, and scribble equations and geometry figures. All of this
will help you think clearly. Also, make sure that you confirm all but the most
simple calculations by using the on-screen GRE calculator.

Know the test directions inside and out—before you take the test. Just
before the first question of each type (e.g., Quantitative Comparison or Reading
Comprehension), the directions for that question type will appear on the screen.
Of course, the clock is running even while you’re reading the directions. You can
save time by clicking on the appropriate button to dismiss the directions as
quickly as possible—if you’ve reviewed them thoroughly before the exam.
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Take advantage of exam breaks, but keep an eye on the time. You’ll be
allowed brief breaks between exam sections—10 minutes after the Analytical
Writing section and 1 minute after each subsequent section. Keep in mind that
the GRE clock is always running, even during these breaks. By all means, take
full advantage of that first, 10-minute break to grab a quick snack from your
locker or use a restroom. And use the 1-minute breaks to do some stretching or
standing. But remember: These breaks go by very quickly, and the test will
resume after break time has elapsed—with or without you.
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SUMMING IT UP
� The Quantitative Reasoning and Verbal Reasoning sections of the computerized

GRE are “computer adaptive,” which means that the test continually adjusts to
your ability level as you answer each question in turn.

� The computer-based GRE contains three scored sections: a 75-minute Analytical
Writing section, a 45-minute Quantitative Reasoning section, and a 30-minute
Verbal Reasoning section. The exam also contains one additional, unscored
section, either Quantitative Reasoning or Verbal Reasoning. Some test-takers
may also see an identified, untimed, and unscored research section at the end of
the exam; it will contain question types different from those in the other sections.

� The Analytical Writing section is always the first section. The Quantitative
Reasoning and Verbal Reasoning sections (including the unscored section) may
appear in any order.

� You’ll receive four different scores for the GRE: a scaled Quantitative Reasoning
score, a scaled Verbal Reasoning score, a total score based on both your Quanti-
tative Reasoning and Verbal Reasoning scores, and an Analytical Writing score.
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GRE Questions—A First
Look

OVERVIEW
� A review of the GRE

� The Analytical Writing section

� The Quantitative Reasoning section

� The Verbal Reasoning section

� Summing it up

A REVIEW OF THE GRE
The GRE contains three different sections, each of which contains various
question types. All together, the exam contains seven basic question types,
grouped as follows:

Analytical Writing
Issue task
Argument task

Quantitative Reasoning
Quantitative Comparison
Problem Solving

Verbal Reasoning

Sentence Completion
Reading Comprehension
Analogies
Antonyms

In this chapter, you’ll examine each of these eight question types in turn. For
each type, you’ll find out what skills and topics are covered, learn about its
key features, read the directions, and examine at least one example and a
detailed explanation.

THE ANALYTICAL WRITING SECTION
The 75-minute Analytical Writing section consists of two separate timed
writing tasks: an Issue task (Present Your Perspective on an Issue) and an
Argument task (Argument Analysis). These two writing tasks have a lot in
common. For each one:

� You compose an essay response using the built-in word processor.

� Your time limit is 30 minutes for the Argument task and 45 minutes for
the Issue task.
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� You respond to an essay topic, or “prompt,” that the computerized test presents to
you. (For the Issue task, you choose between two prompts.)

� Your essay will be evaluated based on four broad areas: content, organization,
writing style, and mechanics (grammar, syntax, word usage, and so on).

The Issue Task (45 Minutes)
This 45-minute writing task tests your ability to present a position on an issue
effectively and persuasively. Your task is to compose an essay in which you respond to
a brief (one- or two-sentence) opinion about an issue of general intellectual interest.
Your job is to consider various perspectives, take a position on the issue, and argue for
that position. Your essay will be evaluated based on how effectively you perform the
following:

� Recognize and deal with the complexities and implications of the issue

� Organize, develop, and express your ideas

� Support your ideas (with reasons and examples)

� Control the elements of Standard Written English

Your Issue topic will consist of a statement of opinion, which appears in quotes,
followed by a brief directive (statement of your task). Here’s an example:

“People often complain that the introduction of new labor-saving machines
costs workers their jobs. However, most new technologies create more jobs
than they destroy.”

In your view, how accurate is the foregoing statement? Develop and support
your viewpoint with relevant reasons and examples and by considering
ways in which the statement may or may not be true.

The test will present two Issue topics, and you select either one for your writing task.
Your Issue topic might involve virtually any area of mainstream intellectual inquiry.
Here are some of the possible themes for an Issue topic:

� Conformity and tradition vs. individuality and innovation

� Practicality and utility vs. creativity and personal enrichment

� The importance of cultural identity (customs, rituals, and ideals)

� Keys to individual success and progress

� Keys to societal progress and how we define it

� How we obtain or advance knowledge and what constitutes knowledge or
advancement of knowledge

� The objectives and methods of formal education

� The value of studying history

� The impact of technology on society and on individuals

� The type of people society considers heroes or great leaders

� The function and value of art and science (for individuals and for society)

� The proper role of government, business, and individuals in ensuring the well-
being of society
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KEY FACTS ABOUT GRE ISSUE ESSAYS

� There is no “correct” answer for the Issue essay. What’s important is not what
your specific position is, but how effectively you present and support that
position.

� The Issue task is not intended to test your knowledge of any topic. Of course,
you’ll need to be somewhat familiar with the topic at hand, but don’t worry if
you’re not an expert on the subject. The test question is designed mainly to
determine your ability to assemble a well-organized and cohesive essay.

� GRE readers appreciate your time constraint, and they’ll focus mainly on the
substance and organization of your essay. Writing style and mechanics (grammar,
syntax, word usage, and so on) come into play only if problems in these areas
interfere with the essay reader’s understanding of the ideas you’re intending to
convey in your essay. You won’t be penalized for errors in spelling and punc-
tuation unless the errors are frequent and egregious.

The Argument Task (30 Minutes)
The Argument writing task is designed to test your critical reasoning and analytical
writing skills. Your job is to compose an essay in which you critique a paragraph-
length argument containing a series of premises and a conclusion. You are to critique
the argument’s unstated assumptions, its logic (line of reasoning), or both. You might
also indicate how the argument could be improved or what additional information
might help you to evaluate it. Your Argument essay will be evaluated based on how
effectively you perform the following:

� Identify and analyze the key elements of the argument

� Organize, develop, and express your critique

� Support your ideas (with reasons and examples)

� Control the elements of Standard Written English

Your essay prompt will consist of a brief argument, presented as a fictitious quotation,
followed by a directive (statement of your task). The prompt might also indicate the
source of a fictitious quote. Here’s an example:

The following recommendation appeared in a memo from the Hillsville City
Council to the city’s mayor:

“The private firm Trashco provides refuse pickup and disposal as well as
recycling services for the town of Plattsburg. Trashco’s total fees for these
services are about two-thirds what Hillsville pays Ridco for the same ser-
vices. In order to save enough money to construct a refuse transfer station
within our city limits, Hillsville should discontinue using Ridco’s services
and use Trashco’s services instead.”

Discuss how well-reasoned you find the above argument.

KEY FACTS ABOUT GRE ARGUMENT WRITING TASKS

� Regardless of the Argument at hand, the directive is always the same: Discuss
how well-reasoned you find the Argument.
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� Unlike the Issue task, you won’t be able to choose between two Argument topics.
The test will present only one argument to you.

� The Argument task is much different from the Issue task. There’s no “correct”
answer to any Issue prompt—but with this essay, the argument that you critique
will contain at least three major problems in the use of evidence, reasoning, and/or
logic. To score high on this essay, you must identify and discuss each major
problem according to the specific directive.

� You don’t need technical knowledge or special training in logic to score high on
this essay. GRE Arguments are designed so that you can analyze them by
applying general reasoning skills and common sense.

� Just as with the Issue task, GRE readers understand that you’re under a time
constraint, so they will focus less on the larger picture. You won’t be penalized for
occasional grammatical, spelling, or punctuation gaffes.

THE QUANTITATIVE REASONING SECTION
The 45-minute Quantitative Reasoning section consists of 28 questions designed to
measure the following:

� Your proficiency in arithmetical operations

� Your proficiency at solving algebraic equations

� Your ability to convert verbal information into mathematical terms

� Your ability to visualize geometric shapes and numerical relationships

� Your ability to devise intuitive and unconventional solutions to conventional
mathematical problems

You will need to perform simple calculations to answer many of the questions. But you
won’t need to do a lot of number crunching—that’s not what you’re being tested on.

Here’s a breakdown of the specific areas covered on the Quantitative Reasoning
section (the number of questions indicated for each area is approximate):

Properties of Numbers and Arithmetical Operations (7–10 Questions):

� Linear ordering (positive and negative numbers, absolute value)

� Properties of integers (factors, multiples, prime numbers)

� Arithmetical operations

� Laws of arithmetic

� Fractions, decimals, and percentages

� Ratio and proportion

� Exponents (powers) and roots

� Descriptive statistics (mean, median, mode, range, standard deviation)

� Basic probability, permutations, and combinations

Algebraic Equations and Inequalities (8–9 Questions):

� Simplifying linear and quadratic algebraic expressions
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� Solving equations with one variable (unknown)

� Solving equations with two variables (unknowns)

� Solving factorable quadratic equations

� Inequalities

Geometry, Including Coordinate Geometry (526 Questions):

� Intersecting lines and angles

� Perpendicular and parallel lines

� Triangles

� Quadrilaterals (four-sided polygons)

� Circles

� Rectangular solids (three-dimensional figures)

� Cylinders

� Coordinate geometry

Interpretation of Statistical Data Presented in Graphic Form
(4–5 Questions):

� Pie charts

� Tables

� Bar graphs

� Line charts

� Other types of graphical displays

You can assume the following about all Quantitative Reasoning questions you’ll see on
the GRE:

� All numbers are real numbers.

� All figures lie on a plane unless otherwise indicated.

� All lines shown as straight are straight. (Some may look a bit “jagged” on the
computer screen, but they are straight.)

Some questions will be so-called story problems, meaning that the problem is pre-
sented in a real-world setting. Some questions will also be accompanied by geometry
figures, which may or may not be drawn to scale (proportionately). GRE geometry
figures are intended to be used only for the numerical information they provide, not
for making actual measurements.

Each question in the Quantitative Reasoning sections is in one of two basic formats:
Quantitative Comparison or Problem Solving. Any of the topics listed above may be
presented in either format.
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Quantitative Comparison (14 Questions)
Quantitative Comparisons each consist of two quantitative expressions labeled (A)
and (B). You might also be provided with additional information that applies to both
expressions. Your task is to analyze each of the two expressions and determine which
quantity is greater, if either. Every Quantitative Comparison item includes the same
four answer choices:

(A) The quantity in Column A is greater;
(B) The quantity in Column B is greater;
(C) The quantities are equal;
(D) The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Quantitative Comparison directions are similar to the following. Most of these direc-
tions are actually assumptions for interpreting figures (pay special attention to the
last one).

Directions: Each of the following questions consists of two quantities, one in
Column A and one in Column B. You are to compare the two quantities and
choose whether
(A) the quantity in Column A is greater;
(B) the quantity in Column B is greater;
(C) the quantities are equal;
(D) the relationship cannot be determined from the information given.

Common Information: In a question, information concerning one or both of
the quantities to be compared is centered above the two columns. A symbol
that appears in both columns represents the same thing in Column A as it
does in Column B.

Notes:
� All numbers used are real numbers.
� All figures lie on a plane unless otherwise indicated.
� All angle measures are positive.
� All lines shown as straight are straight. Lines that appear jagged can also

be assumed to be straight (lines can look somewhat jagged on the computer
screen).

� Figures are intended to provide useful information for answering the
questions. However, except where a figure is accompanied by a “Note”
stating that the figure is drawn to scale, solve the problem using your
knowledge of mathematics, not by visual measurement or estimation.

Here’s a moderately difficult example in which one quantity is greater than the
other—in other words, the correct answer is either choice (A) or (B). Notice that, in
this case, you’re given additional information that applies to both quantities; this
information is centered above the two quantities.
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Column A Column B

1. A circle whose diameter is d and a square
whose side is s are equal in area.

s d

(A) The quantity in Column A is greater;
(B) The quantity in Column B is greater;
(C) The quantities are equal;
(D) The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.
The correct answer is (B). To make the comparison, express the area
of the circle in terms of d, and set it equal to the square’s area:

� � �r d d s2
2 2

2

2 4= �
�

�
� = =

The value of p is approximately 3.1, so it’s certainly less than 4. Using 3 as the
approximate value of p yields the equation 3

4
2 2d s= . From this equation, you can

see that d2 . s2. Therefore, d . s.

Next, take a look at a question in which the two quantities are equal, making the
correct answer choice (C). This one also contains additional information that applies
to both quantities but would be considered slightly easier than average.

Column A Column B

2. Set A: {22, 0, 1, 3}
The arithmetic mean
(average) of the terms

in Set A

The median of the
terms in Set A

(A) The quantity in Column A is greater;
(B) The quantity in Column B is greater;
(C) The quantities are equal;
(D) The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.
The correct answer is (C). To make the comparison, first find Quantity A:
� + + + = =2 0 1 3

4
2
4

1
2 . Next, determine Quantity B. The median of a set of terms

is the middle term in value, or, if the set includes an even number of terms, the
average of the two middle terms in values, which in this case are 0 and 1. Hence,

the median here is 0 1
2

1
2

+ = . As you can see, the two quantities are equal.
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Finally, here’s a question for which you can’t make the comparison without additional
information. Most test-takers find this question moderately difficult.

Column A Column B

3. b , 21
a . 1

a3 a2 2 b3

(A) The quantity in Column A is greater;
(B) The quantity in Column B is greater;
(C) The quantities are equal;
(D) The relationship cannot be determined from the information given.
The correct answer is (D). This question focuses on exponents and signs
(positive vs. negative). Since a is a positive number greater than 1, a3 . a2. Since
the value of b is less than 21, the value of b3 must also be less than 21 (with an
even greater absolute value). Accordingly, subtracting b3 (a negative number)
from a2 (a positive number) will yield a number greater than a2. Whether a2 2 b3

is greater than a3, however, depends on the absolute value of b compared to the
value of a. For example, if a = 100 and b = 22, then Quantity A would clearly be
greater than Quantity B. Conversely, if a = 2 and b = 2100, then Quantity B
would clearly be less than Quantity A. As you can see, the relationship between
Quantity A and Quantity B cannot be determined from the information given.

KEY FACTS ABOUT GRE QUANTITATIVE COMPARISON QUESTIONS

� Quantitative Comparisons are mixed with Problem Solving questions, so there’s
no set sequence.

� Quantitative Comparisons focus less on finding numerical solutions and more on
concepts.

� For each question in the Quantitative Comparison section, the four answer
choices are always the same.

� If determining which quantity (if either) is greater depends on any information
you don’t see in the question, then the correct answer is choice (D).

� Some Quantitative Comparison questions will provide additional, centered infor-
mation; others won’t.

� Some questions will involve simplified, real-world scenarios, but don’t be fooled:
These aren’t necessarily more or less difficult than other Quantitative Com-
parison questions.

� Geometry figures are not necessarily drawn to scale.

Problem Solving (14 Questions)
Problem Solving questions require you to work from a mathematical problem to
determine a solution. They are conventional multiple-choice questions with five
choices each.

Problem Solving directions are similar to the following. “Notes” are the same as for
Quantitative Comparisons (pay special attention to the last one).
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Directions: Solve the problem and select the best answer choice.

Notes:
� All numbers used are real numbers.
� All figures lie on a plane unless otherwise indicated.
� All angle measures are positive.
� All lines shown as straight are straight. Lines that appear jagged can also

be assumed to be straight (lines can look somewhat jagged on the computer
screen).

� Figures are intended to provide useful information for answering the
questions. However, except where a figure is accompanied by a “Note”
stating that the figure is drawn to scale, solve the problem using your
knowledge of mathematics, not by visual measurement or estimation.

Here’s an example that would be considered slightly more difficult than average.

4. If � = �( )27 1
3

k

, what is the value of k?

(A) 29
(B) 23

(C) 2
1
3

(D) 1
3

(E) 3
The correct answer is (B). This question is asking you to determine the power

to which you must raise 2
1
3

to obtain 227. First, look at the numbers in the

question. Note that 227 5 (23)3. That’s a good clue that the answer to the
question involves the number 23. If the number we were raising to the power of
k were 23, then the value of k would be 3. But the number we’re raising to the

power of k is 2
1
3

, which is the reciprocal of 23. (By definition, the product of a

number and its reciprocal is 1.) This means that you need to apply the rule that
a negative exponent reciprocates its base. In other words, raising a base number
to a negative power is the same as raising the base number’s reciprocal to the

power’s absolute value. Therefore, �( ) = �
�1

3 3
3

3( ) . As you can see, that value of k
is 23.

As of November 2007, one of your Problem Solving questions might be what the test
designers call a “numeric entry” problem. In this question type, you’ll be instructed to
enter (type in) the correct numerical answer to get credit for completing the question.
You can’t improve your odds of guessing correctly by narrowing down answer choices.
Here’s an example:
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5. Village A’s population, which is currently 6,800, is decreasing at a rate of 120
people each year. Village B’s population, which is currently 4,200, is increasing at
a rate of 80 people each year. At these rates, in how many years will the
population of the two villages be equal?

The correct answer is 13. One way to solve this problem is to subtract 120 from
A’s population and add 80 to B’s population again and again until the two are
equal, keeping track of the number of times you perform these simultaneous
operations. But there’s a faster way to solve this problem that will also help you
avoid computation errors. The difference between the two populations is cur-
rently 2,600 (6,800 2 4,200). Each year, that gap closes by 200 (120 1 80). So you
can simply divide 2,600 by 200 to determine the number of years for the gap to
close completely. That’s easy math: 2,600 4 200 5 13. This is the number you’ll
type into the answer box.

Keep in mind: The correct answer to a numeric-entry question might be a positive or
negative integer, a decimal number (which includes digits to the right of a decimal
point), or a fraction. To enter a negative number, you use the dash (hyphen) key. If the
question calls for an answer in the form of a fraction, you will enter two integers in
two separate boxes—one above the other.

KEY FACTS ABOUT GRE PROBLEM SOLVING QUESTIONS

� Numerical answer choices are listed in order, either from lowest to highest in
value or vice-versa.

� Data analysis questions (which involve charts, tables, or other data presented in
graphical form) often come in sets of two to four consecutive questions. In such
cases, all the questions in the set will pertain to the same graphical data.

� Geometry figures are not necessarily drawn to scale.

� Expect that nearly half of the questions will involve story problems in a real-
world setting.
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THE VERBAL REASONING SECTION
The 30-minute Verbal Reasoning section consists of 30 questions in four basic formats:
Sentence Completion, Reading Comprehension, Analogies, and Antonyms. Each format
covers a distinct set of verbal and verbal-reasoning skills.

Sentence Completion
Sentence Completions are designed to measure the following four verbal skills (the
first one is the primary skill being tested):

Your ability to understand the relationships among ideas in a sentence, and your
ability to choose how best to convey those ideas and relationships

Your grasp of vocabulary

Your facility with English-language idioms

Your diction (using appropriate words in appropriate contexts)

For each test item, your task is to fill in either one or two blanks in a sentence in a
way that makes sense and effectively conveys the intended meaning of the sentence.
Most GRE Sentence Completions involve two blanks. Directions for these questions
are similar to the following:

Directions: This sentence has one or two blanks, each blank indicating that
something has been omitted. Beneath the sentence are five lettered words or
sets of words. Choose the word or set of words for each blank that best fits the
meaning of the sentence as a whole.

Here’s a Sentence Completion example that contains one blank.

1. Because frogs have no hair, skin, or feathers to protect their paper-thin skin, they
are _______ changes in the quality of the air and water in their immediate
environment.

(A) impervious to
(B) vulnerable to
(C) benumbed by
(D) responsive to
(E) invigorated by
The correct answer is (B). The sentence’s overall grammatical structure sug-
gests a cause-and-effect relationship between the unprotected nature of a frog’s
skin and whatever phrase should replace the blank. The fact that something is
“unprotected” makes it vulnerable—by the very definitions of the two words.
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Now here’s a Sentence Completion containing two blanks. Notice that each choice
provides completions for both blanks. This is how all two-blank Sentence Completions
are designed.

2. Many avid hikers thrive on the _______ of peril and natural beauty, both of which
are part and parcel of a trek over treacherous yet _______ terrain.

(A) dual prospect . . navigable
(B) promise . . hazardous
(C) dichotomy . . alluring
(D) juxtaposition . . unspoiled
(E) excitement . . beautiful
The correct answer is (D). To complete this sentence, it’s easier to start with
the second blank. The sentence’s grammatical structure sets up a parallel
between the phrase “peril and natural beauty” and the phrase “treacherous yet
_______.” So it would make sense to fill in the second blank with a word whose
meaning is similar to natural beauty. You can easily eliminate choices (A) and (B).
You can probably eliminate choice (E) as well. Comparing natural beauty to
beautiful is redundant; so although beautiful makes some sense in the blank, the
result is less than artful. That leaves choices (C) and (D), alluring and unspoiled.

As for the first blank, since we’ve already eliminated choices (A), (B), and (E), the
only viable choices for that blank are dichotomy and juxtaposition, provided in
choices (C) and (D). Both words make sense in context, but juxtaposition is better.
Moreover, the phrase juxtaposition of is idiomatic, while the phrase dichotomy of
is not. (The proper idiom is dichotomy between.)

KEY FACTS ABOUT GRE SENTENCE COMPLETIONS

� At least one Sentence Completion item will contain one blank, but most will
contain two blanks.

� Dual-blank completions come in pairs, so you won’t complete one blank indepen-
dently of the other.

� For dual-blank Sentence Completions, the completion for one blank must make
sense together with the accompanying completion for the other blank.

� The best completion (the correct answer) will give the sentence an overall
meaning that makes perfect sense and that will be grammatically and idiomati-
cally proper.

� Difficult Sentence Completions are more likely to incorporate challenging
vocabulary either into the sentence itself or in the answer choices.

Reading Comprehension
Reading Comprehension questions measure your ability to read carefully and accu-
rately, to determine the relationships among the various parts of the passage, and to
draw reasonable inferences from the material in the passage. The passages cover a
variety of subjects, including the humanities, the social sciences, the physical sciences,
ethics, philosophy, law, popular culture, and current events. Specific sources include
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professional journals, dissertations, and periodicals of intellectual interest. The test-
makers edit the source material so it’s appropriate for GRE purposes.

The directions for Reading Comprehension are very straightforward and are similar
to the following:

Directions: This passage is accompanied by questions based on its content.
After reading the passage, choose the best answer to each question. Answer all
the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passage.

Reading Comprehension passages can range from 150 words (about fifteen lines on
your computer screen) to 500 words (forty-five to fifty lines) long. Regardless of a
passage’s length, however, the emphasis is not on how quickly you can read but on
how well you understand what you read. Expect to encounter two to four sets of
questions (three sets is most common) and two to three questions per set. All ques-
tions in a set pertain to the same passage.

All Reading Comprehension questions are multiple choice (five choices), and most
questions focus on the following six specific tasks:

Recognizing the central idea or primary purpose of the passage

Recalling information explicitly stated in the passage

Making inferences from specific information stated in the passage

Recognizing the purpose of specific passage information

Applying and extrapolating from the ideas presented in the passage

Understanding what specific words or phrases mean in the context of the passage

For practice, take a look at the following 200-word passage, along with two questions
based on it. (Both questions are moderately difficult.)

Line The post-WWI reinvigoration, or Renaissance, of Southern American
literature, which culminated during the 1940s with certain works of
William Faulkner and Tennessee Williams, shifted the focus of the
region’s literature away from the nobility of the Civil War’s lost cause to
the war’s enduring social and cultural consequences and the struggle for
individualism in the South’s culture of conformity. By the 1960s,
however, contemporary literature of the American South and its aca-
demic study had become little more than a celebration of regional
patriotism and local color. The sort of literary imagination that had
distinguished the Southern Renaissance writers had waned, and no new
writers were emerging to take their place. Instead, a new genre, the
nonfiction novel—in which fiction-writing techniques are employed in
the representation of real events—seemed poised to supplant the nearly
defunct novel. However, despite the wide acclaim of Capote’s nonfiction
novel In Cold Blood, and to the surprise of all, this genre—and not the
novel—soon withered away. The next two decades saw a veritable
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explosion of talented young Southern novelists whose imaginative works
captured the attention of readers and literary critics around the world.

3. It can be inferred from the information in the passage that

(A) literature of the American South reached its peak in popularity during the
1960s

(B) the writers of the Southern Renaissance primarily wrote novels
(C) no writer of any significance took the place of the Southern Renaissance

writers
(D) very few famous American authors have emerged from the South
(E) literary scholars tend to underestimate the potential influence of fiction

writers
The correct answer is (B). Choice (A) runs contrary to the fact that the new
breed of Southern writers were “read and reviewed worldwide,” which suggests
that their novels were at least as popular as those of the 1960s Renaissance. In
contrast, choice (B) is well-supported by the passage’s information. Though the
passage’s author does not explicitly state that the Southern Renaissance writers
were novel writers, the inference is reasonable based on the passage as a whole.
Choice (C) runs contrary to the author’s reference to the “explosion of important
and interesting writers” who supplanted their predecessors. Choices (D) and (E)
call for unwarranted speculation; neither is well supported by the information in
the passage.

4. Which of the following best explains the “surprise” to which the author refers in
line 15 of the passage?

(A) The new breed of Southern writers were relatively young.
(B) Literary critics had not thought highly of Southern literature.
(C) Readers outside the United Sates had shown little interest in Southern

literature.
(D) Few significant writers of nonfiction novels were Southerners.
(E) The Southern novel had previously appeared to be a dying art form.
The correct answer is (E). In the two previous sentences, the author tells us
that the literary imagination that characterized Southern writers “had waned”
and that their genre was “nearly defunct.” These facts explain why it was a
“surprise” when another, emerging genre (the nonfiction novel) faded into
obscurity, while the former genre enjoyed a resurgence.

KEY FACTS ABOUT GRE READING COMPREHENSION

� Expect two to four passages (probably three) with two to four questions per
passage—about eight questions altogether.

� Passages appear on the left side of the computer screen, and questions appear
(one at a time) on the right side.

� A very short passage might completely fit on your screen. But most passages
won’t—you’ll need to scroll vertically with your mouse to read the entire passage.

� Line numbers are usually provided to the left of a passage. Some questions may
refer to specific portions of the passage by referring to line numbers.
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� All but the easiest questions gauge your ability to assimilate, interpret, and apply
the ideas presented in the passage, not just to recall them.

� Some questions require you to focus on an isolated sentence or two; others require
that you assimilate information from various parts of the passage.

� Questions pertaining to information appearing early in the passage usually come
before other questions; however, this isn’t always the case.

� Tougher questions include not only a “best” answer choice but also a tempting
second-best one. Recognizing the difference in quality between the two most
viable responses is the key to answering these questions correctly.

� It’s not important to have prior knowledge of a passage’s subject matter. All
questions are answerable by every test-taker based solely on the information
provide in the passage.

Analogies
Analogies are designed to test your vocabulary and your ability to understand relation-
ships between words in a pair. Each question starts with a word pair in capital letters.
Your job is to determine which word pair among five others (the five answer choices) best
expresses a relationship similar to the one the original pair expresses.

The directions for Analogies are similar to the following:

Directions: In each of the following questions, a related pair of words or
phrases is followed by five lettered pairs of words or phrases. Select the
lettered pair that best expresses a relationship similar to that expressed in
the original pair.

Now look at two examples, along with explanations. This first one is relatively easy; it
contains no advanced vocabulary and the word-pair relationships are easy to figure
out.

5. LIZARD : DRAGON ::

(A) sheep : lamb
(B) ram : stallion
(C) horse : unicorn
(D) reptile : scale
(E) mare : mermaid
The correct answer is (C). A horse is a real animal and a unicorn is an
imaginary, horse-like animal, just as a LIZARD is a real animal and a DRAGON
is an imaginary, lizard-like animal. Choice (A) is wrong because a sheep is an
adult lamb, so the relationship is parent-child, not real-imaginary. Choice (B) is
wrong because the only relationship between ram and stallion is that they are
both male animals. In choice (D), the relationship is that a reptile is covered with
scales. Choice (E) is close. A mare is real and a mermaid is imaginary, but a
mermaid bears no resemblance to a female horse. So, choice (E) is not the best
answer.
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Now here’s a more difficult GRE-style Analogy. It contains several advanced
vocabulary, and the word-pair relationships are not easy to figure out.

6. DASTARD : COWARDICE ::

(A) cipher : importance
(B) pedant : intelligence
(C) native : intimacy
(D) refugee : nationality
(E) client : dependence
The correct answer is (E). By its very definition, a DASTARD is characterized
by COWARDICE, just as a client, a person who relies on the professional services
of another, by definition depends on the other for those services. Choice (E) is the
only answer in which the second word defines the first, as in the original pair.
Choice (A) is wrong because a cipher is something of no significance whatsoever,
which is just the opposite of importance. Choice (B) is wrong because a pedant (a
person who makes a display of his or her learning) might be learned but is not
necessarily intelligent. Choice (C) is wrong because the definition of a native (born
or belonging to a particular place) has nothing to do with intimacy. Choice (D) is
wrong because a refugee (a person who flees from a place, especially from a
particular country, for safety) is not defined by having a nationality.

KEY FACTS ABOUT GRE ANALOGIES

� Analogy test items consist of words only (no phrases).

� The two headwords (the first word pair) will be in upper-case letters.

� The first words in the six pairs all match in their part of speech (noun, verb, or
adjective); the same is true of the second words.

� Tougher vocabulary words make for a more difficult question. As you move up the
difficulty ladder by answering previous Analogy questions correctly, expect to see
advanced vocabulary—which in turn makes for tougher questions, of course,
since you can’t tell what the relationship is between two words if you don’t know
what they mean.

� Distinctions in quality between answer choices can be subtle, regardless of the
vocabulary involved. So even if all the words in an Analogy are common everyday
ones, don’t assume the Analogy is easy to solve.

Antonyms
Antonyms are designed to test your vocabulary directly. Each question starts with a
word in capital letters. Your job is to determine which word or brief phrase among five
choices provides the best antonym (a word opposite in meaning) of the capitalized word.

The directions for Antonyms are similar to the following:
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Directions: Each question below consists of a word printed in capital letters
followed by five lettered words or phrases. Choose the lettered word or phrase
that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the word in capital letters. Since
some of the questions require you to distinguish fine shades of meaning, be
sure to consider all the choices before deciding which one is best.

Here’s an example of a GRE-style Antonym in which the answer choices are all single
words (not phrases). This example would be considered slightly more difficult than
average.

7. ESTRANGE:

(A) endear
(B) familiarize
(C) reassure
(D) entomb
(E) reciprocate
The correct answer is (A). To ESTRANGE is to “alienate another, to cause
another to turn away in fondness.” To endear is to make oneself beloved by
another, just the opposite of ESTRANGE. Choice (B) is tempting because the
adjective familiar is the opposite of the adjective strange. Yet the verb forms
given in the question are not good antonyms.

Now look at a GRE-style Antonym in which some of the answer choices are brief
phrases. This Antonym would be considered moderately difficult.

8. FLAGRANT:

(A) difficult to understand
(B) even-tempered
(C) modest in demeanor
(D) tending to wither
(E) barely perceptible
The correct answer is (E). The word FLAGRANT means “obvious or con-
spicuous” and is generally used to characterize certain behavior or a certain act
(as in a FLAGRANT disregard for the law). The word imperceptible means
“incapable of being seen”; hence choice (E) provides a near opposite, or antonym,
of the headword. Notice that choices (B), (C), and (D) also run contrary to the
meaning of FLAGRANT. Yet none expresses the opposite of what FLAGRANT
means as closely as the phrase barely perceptible.

KEY FACTS ABOUT GRE ANTONYMS

� Each answer choice is of the same part of speech (noun, verb, or adjective) as the
original. If a particular word could be considered as one of two or more parts of
speech, then the other words in the question will reveal which part of speech you
should assume it is.

� Headwords are always single words (no phrases), although answer choices can be
either single words or short phrases.
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� All words are part of the modern English language—no slang, archaic words, or
non-English words that have not been adopted as part of the English language.

� The best choice isn’t always a perfect opposite. Your task is to figure out which
word or phrase is most nearly opposite in meaning to the word in capital letters.
Some best answers will be near-perfect opposites; others won’t.

� The second-best answer can come very close indeed to being the correct one. The
official directions warn you that some questions may require you to “distinguish
fine shades of meaning.”
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SUMMING IT UP
� The GRE contains three different sections: Analytical Writing, Quantitative Rea-

soning, and Verbal Reasoning. In these sections, you’ll encounter seven basic
question types: Issue task and Argument task (Analytical Writing), Quantitative
Comparison and Problem Solving (Quantitative Reasoning), and Sentence
Completion, Reading Comprehension, Analogies, and Antonyms (Verbal Rea-
soning).

� There is no “correct” answer for the Issue or Argument essays. These are scored
based on how effectively you present and support your position, or discuss the
major problems in use of evidence, reasoning, or logic in the material presented
to you.

� Quantitative Comparison questions focus on concepts more than on finding
numerical solutions to the problems presented.

� Problem Solving questions require that you work from a mathematical problem to
determine a solution.

� In the Sentence Completion section, some questions require more than one
correct answer. You will not receive partial credit for one correct choice. Multiple-
blank questions require that all parts of the text make sense in relation to all
other parts.

� Reading Comprehension questions test your ability to assimilate, interpret, and
apply the ideas presented in a passage.

� Analogy questions are designed to test your vocabulary and your ability to
understand relationships between words in a pair.

� Antonyms are designed to test your vocabulary directly.
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ANSWER SHEET PRACTICE TEST 1: DIAGNOSTIC

Analytical Writing—Issue Task
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Analytical Writing—Argument Task
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Quantitative Reasoning
1. jA jB jC jD

2. jA jB jC jD

3. jA jB jC jD

4. jA jB jC jD

5. jA jB jC jD

6. jA jB jC jD

7. jA jB jC jD

8. jA jB jC jD

9. jA jB jC jD

10. jA jB jC jD

11. jA jB jC jD

12. jA jB jC jD

13. jA jB jC jD

14. jA jB jC jD

15. jA jB jC jD jE

16.

17. jA jB jC jD jE

18. jA jB jC jD jE

19. jA jB jC jD jE

20. jA jB jC jD jE

21. jA jB jC jD jE

22. jA jB jC jD jE

23. jA jB jC jD jE

24. jA jB jC jD jE

25. jA jB jC jD jE

26. jA jB jC jD jE

27. jA jB jC jD jE

28. jA jB jC jD jE

Verbal Reasoning
1. jA jB jC jD jE

2. jA jB jC jD jE

3. jA jB jC jD jE

4. jA jB jC jD jE

5. jA jB jC jD jE

6. jA jB jC jD jE

7. jA jB jC jD jE

8. jA jB jC jD jE

9. jA jB jC jD jE

10. jA jB jC jD jE

11. jA jB jC jD jE

12. jA jB jC jD jE

13. jA jB jC jD jE

14. jA jB jC jD jE

15. (i)

(ii)
16. jA jB jC jD jE

17. jA jB jC jD jE

18. jA jB jC jD jE

19. jA jB jC jD jE

20. jA jB jC jD jE

21. jA jB jC jD jE

22. jA jB jC jD jE

23. jA jB jC jD jE

24. jA jB jC jD jE

25. jA jB jC jD jE

26. jA jB jC jD jE

27. jA jB jC jD jE

28. jA jB jC jD jE

29. jA jB jC jD jE

30. jA jB jC jD jE
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Practice Test 1:
Diagnostic

Now that you have an overview of the GRE and all its basic question types, it’s
time to try a full-length Practice Test, including an Analytical Writing section
(one Issue essay and one Argument essay), a 45-minute Quantitative Rea-
soning section, and a 30-minute Verbal Reasoning section. This full-length
Diagnostic Test should convey two benefits:

It will give you an idea of how you might do if you were to take the real
GRE today.

It will allow you to pinpoint the areas in which you’re strongest and target
those in which you may need improvement, so you can fine-tune your GRE
study plan accordingly.

All sections of this Diagnostic Test are just like the real GRE. Each contains
the same number of questions as a real GRE section. Each provides the same
mix of question types at the same levels of difficulty as the real exam.

However, in this Diagnostic Test, questions are grouped by format. In each
group, easier questions come before more challenging ones. On the actual
GRE, and in the Practice Tests in Part VI of this book, questions of all types
and difficulty levels are interspersed.

Be sure to take all sections under simulated exam conditions—meaning
straight through without a break in a quiet, test-like environment. The actual
GRE is computerized; for the purposes of taking the Diagnostic Test in this
book, you’ll need a pencil and some scratch paper.
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ANALYTICAL WRITING

Issue Task

Time: 45 Minutes
Using a word processor, compose a response to ONE of the two writing tasks presented
below. Choose either task—there is no “correct” or “incorrect” choice. Do not use any
spell-checking or grammar-checking functions (they are not available on the actual
GRE).

Issue Statement 1

“Government should play no role in subsidizing or otherwise supporting the
arts; it should be left entirely up to individuals and private entities to do so.”

Write an essay in which you present your perspective on the statement
above. Develop and support your viewpoint with relevant reasons and
examples.

Issue Statement 2

“Look at any person today who has achieved great success in his or her
career or profession, and you’ll see either someone without a significant
personal life or someone with significant personal failings.”

In your view, how accurate is the statement above? Develop and support
your viewpoint with relevant reasons and examples and by considering
ways in which the statement may or may not be true.
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Argument Task

Time: 30 Minutes
Using a word processor, compose a response to the writing task presented below. Do not
use any spell-checking or grammar-checking functions (they are not available on the
actual GRE).

“People working as computer scientists and engineers must work more than
sixty hours per week to further their careers. Accordingly, it is important
that these workers have ready access to high-quality and affordable all-day
child care. Also, the requirements for career advancement in these fields
must be made more flexible so that children of pre-school age can spend a
significant portion of each day with at least one parent.”

Discuss how well-reasoned you find the argument above.
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QUANTITATIVE REASONING

28 Questions � 45 Minutes

Directions: For Questions 1214, each question involves two quantities: one
in Column A and one in Column B. You are to compare the two quantities and
choose whether
(A) the quantity in Column A is greater;
(B) the quantity in Column B is greater;
(C) the quantities are equal;
(D) the relationship between the two quantities cannot be determined from

the information in the problem.

Common Information: In a question, information concerning one or both of
the quantities to be compared is centered above the two columns. A symbol
that appears in both columns represents the same thing in Column A as it
does in Column B.

Notes:
� All number used are real numbers.
� All figures lie on a plane unless otherwise indicated.
� All angle measures are positive.
� All lines shown as straight are straight. Lines that appear jagged can also

be assumed to be straight (lines can look somewhat jagged on the computer
screen).

� Figures are intended to provide useful information for answering the ques-
tions. However, except where a figure is accompanied by a “Note” stating
that the figure is drawn to scale, solve the problem using your knowledge of
mathematics, not by visual measurement or estimation.

Column A Column B

1. U n U U 2n U

2. Of 40 pairs of socks in a drawer, w pairs are solid white, g pairs are solid gray,
and at least 20 pairs are striped.

w 2 g The number of striped pairs
of socks in the drawer

3. 333% of 3 33% of 33

4. The integer (k 2 1) is a prime number between 40 and 50.

The median among all
possible values of k

The arithmetic mean
(simple average) of all

possible values of k

5. 3
2

p + q = 3 2
3

q + p = 2
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6. x + z = 50

y + w 130

7. a . 1

(a2)3 a2a3

8. 6a2 2 6b2 (3a + 3b)(2a 2 2b)

9. n . 0

=n + 2n 2=n + n

10.

x y z+
3

11. On a certain map, each centimeter represents 9 kilometers in actual distance.

The number of centimeters
on the map from City A to

City B

9% of the number of
kilometers from City A to

City B
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12. At a garage sale, Jeff sold 80 percent of his books, which include only hardbacks
and paperbacks. He sold an equal number of each of the two types of books,
selling all paperbacks for $1 each and all hardbacks for $3 each. Jeff ’s total
revenue from the sale of his books was $32.

The number of books Jeff
owned before the garage

sale

Five times the number of
books remaining unsold

after the garage sale

13. Cubes measuring 1 inch 3 1 inch 3 1 inch must be packed into a rectangular
packing box.

The number of complete
cubes that fit into a box

with dimensions 12 inches
3 10 inches 3 12.5 inches

The number of complete
cubes that fit into a box

with dimensions 10 inches
3 15 inches 3 10 inches

14. abc Þ 0
a . b

c
a

c
b

Directions: For Questions 15228, solve the problem and select the best
answer choice.

Notes:
� All numbers used are real numbers.
� All figures lie on a plane unless otherwise indicated.
� All angle measures are positive.
� All lines shown as straight are straight. Lines that appear jagged can also

be assumed to be straight (lines can look somewhat jagged on the computer
screen).

� Figures are intended to provide useful information for answering the ques-
tions. However, except where a figure is accompanied by a “Note” stating
that the figure is drawn to scale, solve the problem using your knowledge of
mathematics, not by visual measurement or estimation.

15. If U x U . U y U . U z U, which of the
following equations CANNOT hold
true?

(A) x + y = 0
(B) y 2 z = 0
(C) xyz = 0
(D) x 2 y = z
(E) xyz = 1

16. A compact disc player priced origi-
nally at $80 is sold at a discount for
$68. What is the rate of the discount?

percent

Round a non-integer answer either
up or down to the nearest integer.
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17. If x M y = x(x 2 y), then (21 M 22) M
(1 M 2) =

(A) 2
(B) 1
(C) 0
(D) 21
(E) 22

18. The graph shows the proportionate
areas of 4 warehouse units: A, B, C,
and D. Which of the following most
closely approximates the square-foot
area of Unit C?

(A) 19,500
(B) 23,000
(C) 26,500
(D) 37,500
(E) 42,000

19. A certain clock runs 48 minutes slow
every 12 hours. 4 hours after the
clock is set correctly, the correct time
is 4:00. In how many minutes, to the
nearest minute, will the clock show
4:00?

(A) 16
(B) 17
(C) 18
(D) 19
(E) 20

20. During year X, average daily tem-
perature (in C°) and average daily
precipitation (in centimeters) were
measured at approximately the same
number level sometime in

(A) late November
(B) early April
(C) mid-February
(D) early September
(E) late July

21. If m = 121 2 5k, and if m is divisible
by 3, which of the following, each
considered individually, COULD be
true?

I. m is odd
II. m is even

III. k is odd

(A) II only
(B) I and II only
(C) I and III only
(D) II and III only
(E) I, II, and III
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22. The shaded figure shown above is a
trapezoid. What is its square unit
area?

(A) 15
(D) 16
(C) 17
(D) 18
(E) 19

23. Machine X, Machine Y, and Machine
Z each produce widgets. Machine Y’s
rate of production is one-third that of
Machine X, and Machine Z’s pro-
duction rate is twice that of Machine
Y. If Machine Y can produce 35
widgets per day, how many widgets
can the three machines produce per
day working simultaneously?

(A) 315
(B) 280
(C) 245
(D) 235
(E) 210

QUESTIONS 24225 REFER TO THE
FOLLOWING GRAPH.

NOTE: For each year, the combined
height of two bar segments shows total
imports and exports of a country.

24. In which of the following years did
Country Y’s imports exceed Country
X’s imports by the smallest per-
centage?

(A) 1999
(B) 2000
(C) 2001
(D) 2003
(E) 2004

25. Which of the following best describes
Country X’s overall import and
export trend over the six-year period
shown?

(A) The value of imports generally
increased in value, but there
was no clear export trend.

(B) The value of imports generally
increased, while that of exports
generally declined.

(C) Neither the value of imports
nor that of exports exhibited a
clear trend over the period.

(D) The value of imports and
exports both increased steadily
in dollar value.

(E) The value of imports increased
but then declined, while the
value of exports increased
steadily.
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26. If a portion of $10,000 is invested at
6% and the remaining portion is
invested at 5%, and if x represents
the amount invested at 6%, what is
the annual income in dollars from
the 5% investment?

(A) .05(x + 10,000)
(B) 5(x 2 10,000)
(C) .05(10,000 2 x)
(D) 5(10,000 2 x)
(E) .05(x 2 10,000)

27. In the figure below, points X and Z
lie along the circumference of the
circle whose center is Y.

If the length of XY is 8, what is the length

of minor arc XZ
�

?

(A) 8=3

(B) 4p
(C) 16
(D) 16

3
�

(E) 8p

28. Patrons at a certain restaurant can
select two of three appetizers—fruit,
soup and salad—along with two of
three vegetables—carrots, squash
and peas. What is the statistical
probability that a patron will select
fruit, salad, squash and peas?

(A) 1
12

(B) 1
9

(C) 1
6

(D) 1
3

(E) 1
2
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VERBAL REASONING

30 Questions � 30 Minutes

Questions 1–9 (Analogies)

Directions: In each of the following questions, a related pair of words or
phrases is followed by five lettered pairs of words or phrases. Select the
lettered pair that best expresses a relationship similar to that expressed in
the original pair.

1. SCALE : TONE ::

(A) spectrum : color
(B) texture : sensation
(C) wave : frequency
(D) prism : hue
(E) form : shape

2. SANDAL : FOOTPRINT ::

(A) sock : carpet
(B) river : gorge
(C) galosh : puddle
(D) cleat : turf
(E) boat : wake

3. DAM : DELUGE ::

(A) treat : disease
(B) settle : dispute
(C) lock : theft
(D) harvest : crop
(E) assemble : pieces

4. WAR : OFFENSIVE ::

(A) school : student
(B) waterfall : river
(C) slumber : dream
(D) stadium : soccer
(E) game : poker

5. SONG : SERENADE ::

(A) appointment : tryst
(B) play : vignette
(C) memorandum: letter
(D) arrangement : commitment
(E) book : novel

6. HAND : GNARLED ::

(A) tree : tall
(B) foot : cramped
(C) flower : crushed
(D) brow : creased
(E) tire : flat

7. OSCILLATE : PENDULUM ::

(A) obligate : promise
(B) swim : pool
(C) purchase : product
(D) shake : earthquake
(E) travel : automobile

8. ARCHITECT : CREATIVE ::

(A) partisan : impartial
(B) traitor : disloyal
(C) soldier : obedient
(D) consumer : prosperous
(E) prisoner : rebellious
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9. DESIGNATION : STIGMA ::

(A) odor : fragrance
(B) circumstance : predicament
(C) legislation : statute
(D) advice : command
(E) falsehood : lie

Questions 10–14 (Sentence Completions)

Directions: Each sentence below has one or two blanks, each blank indi-
cating that something has been omitted. Beneath the sentence are five let-
tered words or sets of words. Choose the word or set of words for each blank
that best fits the meaning of the sentence as a whole.

10. To marine biologists, the giant squid
is especially _______, as it has never
been seen alive, making it virtually
impossible to study in its natural
habitat.

(A) dangerous
(B) fascinating
(C) mysterious
(D) notorious
(E) endangered

11. The main advantage of inertial
guidance systems in modern aircraft,
spacecraft, and submarines is that
they are _______ and are able to
function without _______ data.

(A) reliable . . further
(B) automatic . . external
(C) scientific . . losing
(D) computerized . . processing
(E) internal . . vital

12. The _______ that computers are
_______ educational tools has led
many parents to believe that
children don’t need to be monitored
when using the computer, as they do
when watching television.

(A) belief . . sophisticated
(B) misconception . . benign
(C) hypothesis . . powerful
(D) argument . . effective
(E) myth . . inimical

13. In the United States, the devel-
opment of sociology was not _______
controversies; rather, it emerged
from social experience, hence the
relatively _______ approach among
American sociologists to identifying
and solving social problems.

(A) impeded by political . . aca-
demic

(B) challenged by academic . .
theoretical

(C) hindered by petty . . contro-
versial

(D) stimulated by ideological . .
empirical

(E) sparked by social . . experi-
mental
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14. The biography depicts the well-
known actress as _______ but
ruthless, _______ the popular notion
that she attained stardom through a
series of guileful maneuvers.

(A) scheming . . fostering
(B) talented . . undermining
(C) ambitious . . contravening
(D) vindictive . . verifying
(E) intelligent . . corroborating

Question 15 (Complex Text Completion)

Directions: Select one entry from each column to fill in the corresponding
blanks in the following text. Fill in the blanks in a way that provides the best
completion for the text.

15. Quantitative data such as blood pressure, cholesterol level, and body weight are
useful objective indicators of physical health. Yet, quantitative measurement and
logic (i)_______ when it comes to determining the extent of a person’s physical
well-being. Levels of physical discomfort and pain, the most reliable indicators of
physical well-being, cannot be quantified; (ii)_______, our emotional state and
psychological well-being, which can have a profound impact on our physical
health, defy objective measurement altogether.

(i)
can prove misleading
hardly suffice
are of little use

(ii)
perhaps equally significant
not surprisingly
on the other hand
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Questions 16–23 (Reading Comprehension)

Directions: Each passage in this group is followed by questions based on its
content. After reading the passage, choose the best answer to each question.
Answer all the questions following the passage on the basis of what is stated
or implied in the passage.

QUESTIONS 16 AND 17 ARE BASED ON
THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE.

Line The 35-millimeter (mm) format
became the standard for movie pro-
duction around 1913. The mid-1920s
through the mid-1930s, however, saw
a resurgence of wide-film (55-mm to
70-mm) formats. Development then
slackened until the 1950s, when wide-
screen film-making came back in
direct response to the erosion of box
office receipts resulting from the
rising popularity of television. This
new era saw another flurry of spe-
cialized formats, including Cinema-
Scope and, in 1956, Camera 65, which
Panavision developed for MGM
Studios and which was first used to
film Raintree Country. Panavision
soon contributed another key tech-
nical advance, spherical 65mm lenses,
which eliminated the “fat faces” syn-
drome that had plagued CinemaScope
films.

Though many films were made in
widescreen formats during this
period, these formats floundered
because of expense, unwieldy
cameras, and slow film stocks and
lenses. After the invention of a set of
35-mm anamorphic lenses, which
could be used to squeeze a widescreen
image onto theatrical screens, film
technology improved to the point
where quality 70-mm prints could be
enlarged from 35-mm negatives.

16. It can be inferred from the passage
that wide-film formats were

(A) in use before 1913
(B) not used during the 1940s
(C) more widely used during the

1920s than during the 1930s
(D) not used after 1956
(E) more widely used for some

types of movies than for others

17. According to the passage, which of
the following did NOT contribute to
the increased use of wide-film
formats for moviemaking?

(A) Spherical camera lenses
(B) Panavision’s Camera 65
(C) The advent of television
(D) Anamorphic camera lenses
(E) Movie theater revenues

QUESTIONS 18 AND 19 ARE BASED ON
THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE.

Line Human cells are programmed to self-
destruct at the same rate at which
they are generated. However, the pro-
grams can malfunction, resulting
either in excessive cell growth, which
can lead to cancer, or excessive cell
destruction, which can lead to degen-
erative diseases. As for the latter,
using a tool called RNA interference,
researchers can turn off the functions
of genes individually and, by
observing the results, determine
which genes influence the process of
cell death.

Geneticists have isolated more than
one hundred different human genes
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that prevent cells from self-de-
structing. However, these genes
operate interdependently toward this
end; moreover, most such genes serve
other functions as well, including cell
differentiation and proliferation. Sci-
entists are just beginning to identify
the gene groups that play key roles in
the prevention of cell death and to
understand the intricacies of how
these groups function, not just as
units but also together, in what
appears to be a vast network. Building
on this knowledge, researchers hope
to learn how to precisely manipulate
the process of cell death in humans—a
crucial step toward the development
of diagnostics and treatments that
target the specific diseases associated
with out-of-control cell destruction.

18. It can be inferred from the passage
that the author mentions “cell differ-
entiation and proliferation” (lines
21–22) probably in order to

(A) point out that different genes
generally perform different
functions

(B) distinguish internal inputs that
trigger cell self-destruction
from external sources

(C) identify the mechanism by
which human cells can multiply
out of control

(D) differentiate the various types
of genes that prevent cell death

(E) emphasize the complexity of
the interplay among gene
functions

19. The author’s primary concern in the
passage is to

(A) describe the process of cell
death and regeneration in the
human body

(B) explain the methodology by
which researchers are learning
how to control cell death

(C) summarize the findings of
recent scientific research on
degenerative diseases

(D) propose a theory to account for
the increasing variety of
degenerative diseases in
humans

(E) provide hope that scientists will
soon discover a cure for many
degenerative diseases

QUESTIONS 20–23 ARE BASED ON THE
FOLLOWING PASSAGE, WHICH WAS
WRITTEN IN 1994.

Line There are two cornerstones of eco-
nomic reform in the former Com-
munist states: liberalization of prices
(including exchange rates) and priva-
tization. Radical economists call for
immediate liberalization, with the
only remaining wage regulation in the
state sector, accompanied by a
restrictive fiscal and monetary policy
to harness inflation. Conservative
economists, who favor gradual deregu-
lation, would have the government
prepare enterprises for market
shocks—for example, by breaking
monopolies before prices and foreign
trade are liberalized or by limiting
production of heavy industry products
such as coal and steel. If the gradu-
alists have their way, however, eco-
nomic reform could dissolve in the
hands of bureaucrats unwilling to face
the problems inherent in a real tran-
sition to a market economy.

Privatization also can be accom-
plished either gradually or rapidly.
Under the former approach, a state
bureau would decide if and when an
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enterprise was prepared for privati-
zation and which form was most
suitable for it. Slow privatization,
some claim, is the only way to
establish true private ownership,
because only those who must pay for
enterprise-ownership rights will be
engaged in its management. But this
method would only prolong the core
problems of inefficiency and misallo-
cation of labor and capital, and hence
either of two approaches to rapid
privatization is preferable.

Under one such approach, shares of
an enterprise would be distributed
among its employees, who would
become its owners. This socialist
reform method is deeply flawed; it dis-
criminates in favor of workers who
happen to be employed by modern,
efficient enterprises, and it jeopar-
dizes workers’ property by requiring
them to invest in the same enterprise
in which they are employed, rather
than diversifying their investments.
The better approach involves distri-
bution of enterprise shares, free of
charge, among all the people by means
of vouchers—a kind of investment
money.

Some critics charge that voucher
holders would not be interested in how
their enterprises are managed—as
may be true of small corporate share-
holders in capitalist countries who pay
little attention to their investments
until the corporation’s profits wane, at
which time they rush to sell their
securities. But while the resulting fall
in stock prices can be perilous for the
corporation, this very pressure is what
drives private firms toward efficiency
and profitability. Other detractors
predict that most people will sell their
vouchers to foreign capitalists.
However, these skeptics ignore the
capacity of individuals to compare the
future flow of income secured by a
voucher to the benefits of immediate
consumption. Moreover, even if an

individual should decide to sell, the
aim of voucher privatization is to
secure equality not of property but of
opportunity.

20. The author closely associates
gradual market deregulation with

(A) a restrictive monetary policy
(B) government subsidization of

steel producers
(C) a policy requiring a monopoly

to split into two or more
enterprises

(D) a fall in stock prices
(E) state agency determinations as

to when enterprises should be
privatize

21. In responding to “skeptics” who
claim that people will sell their
vouchers to foreign capitalists (lines
70–77), the author implies that

(A) foreign capitalists will not be
willing to pay a fair price for
the vouchers

(B) the future flow of income may
often exceed the present
exchange value of a voucher

(C) foreign investment in a nation’s
enterprises may adversely
affect currency exchange rates

(D) skeptics of privatization do not
understand how capitalism
works

(E) foreign capitalists are less
interested in the success of
voucher privatization than in
making a profit
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22. The passage mentions all of the fol-
lowing as possible adverse conse-
quences of rapid privatization
EXCEPT

(A) instability in stock prices
(B) loss of ownership in domestic

private enterprises to foreign
concerns

(C) financial devastation for
employees of private enter-
prises

(D) inequitable distribution of
wealth among employees of
various enterprises

(E) undue prolongation of ineffi-
ciency and misallocation

23. Which of the following would the
author probably agree is the LEAST
desirable outcome of economic
reform in formerly Communist coun-
tries?

(A) Financial security of private
enterprises

(B) Equitable distribution of
property among citizens

(C) Financial security of citizens
(D) Equal opportunity for financial

success among citizens
(E) Effective allocation of labor

Questions 24–30 (Antonyms)

Directions: Each question below consists of a word printed in capital letters
followed by five lettered words or phrases. Choose the lettered word or phrase
that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the word in capital letters. Since
some of the questions require you to distinguish fine shades of meaning, be
sure to consider all the choices before deciding which one is best.

24. EXPLICIT:

(A) implied
(B) quiet
(C) modest
(D) omitted
(E) exclusive

25. PASSIVITY:

(A) confidence
(B) lack of restraint
(C) aggression
(D) vitality
(E) disrespect

26. PROXIMAL:

(A) mobile
(B) wavering
(C) vague
(D) peripheral
(E) adjoining

27. INSULATE:

(A) reflect
(B) dampen
(C) combine
(D) expose
(E) restrict
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28. CURSIVE:

(A) spoken
(B) clumsy
(C) disjointed
(D) straight
(E) unadorned

29. PERTURB:

(A) stagnate
(B) sedate
(C) postpone
(D) halt
(E) deactivate

30. RAIL:

(A) conspire
(B) compromise
(C) tout
(D) esteem
(E) acquiesce
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATIONS

Analytical Writing

ISSUE TASK—EVALUATION AND SCORING

Evaluate your Issue task essay on a scale of 0 to 6 (6 being the highest score) according
to the following five criteria (the same criteria apply to any GRE Issue essay):

Does your essay develop a position on the issue through the use of incisive reasons
and persuasive examples?

Are your essay’s ideas conveyed clearly and articulately?

Does your essay maintain proper focus on the issue, and is it well organized?

Does your essay demonstrate proficiency, fluency, and maturity in its use of
sentence structure, vocabulary, and idiom?

Does your essay demonstrate command of the elements of Standard Written
English, including grammar, word usage, spelling, and punctuation?

To evaluate and score your Issue essay, here are two full-length essays—one on each
Issue task. Both essays meet all the criteria for a solid score of at least 5 on the 0–6
scale. Notice the following features of these essays:

� Each is brief enough for almost any test-taker to organize and compose on a word
processor in 45 minutes.

� The introductory and concluding paragraphs show that the test-taker recognizes
that the issue is complex, and both paragraphs express his viewpoint on the issue
clearly and effectively.

� Each body paragraph presents a distinct reason for (or defense of) the test-taker’s
viewpoint.

Don’t worry if your essay isn’t as polished as the samples here, or if you adopted a
different viewpoint and/or used entirely different reasons and examples to support
your viewpoint. These essays are merely two samples of how a test-taker might have
responded effectively to these two Issue statements.

Sample Essay for Issue Statement 1 (350 words)

I strongly agree that government should not use its resources to support the
arts in any way. The conventional justification for government subsidies and
other support is that, without them, cultural decline and erosion of our
social fabric will result. However, I find this argument unconvincing in light
of three persuasive arguments that government has no business intervening
in the arts.

First, subsidizing the arts is neither a proper nor necessary job for gov-
ernment. Although public health is critical to a society’s very survival and
therefore an appropriate concern of government, this concern should not
extend tenuously to our cultural “health” or well-being. A lack of private
funding might justify an exception; in my observation, however, ample
funding from corporate and other private sources is readily available today.
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As proof, we need look no further than PBS (public television), whose arts
programming is entirely funded from such sources.

Second, government cannot possibly play an evenhanded role as arts patron.
Inadequate resources call for restrictions, priorities, and choices. It seems
unwise to leave decisions as to which art has “value” to a few legislators and
jurists, who may be unenlightened in their notions about art. What’s more,
legislators are, unfortunately, all too likely to make choices in favor of the
cultural agendas of whichever lobbyists have the most money and influence.

Third, when government sponsors arts projects, it often imposes constraints
on what kind of artistic expression is suitable or acceptable for the project. A
recent federally funded public mural project in Southern California comes to
mind. To obtain funding, artists were required to create images that
reflected a patriotic, nationalistic spirit. The result of artistic constraints
such as that one is to stifle not only artistic creativity, thereby defeating the
very purpose of subsidizing the arts, but also freedom of expression.

In the final analysis, government can neither philosophically nor economi-
cally justify its involvement in the arts, either by subsidy or sanction; nor do
the arts need government’s help. Therefore, I agree that sole responsibility
to determine what art has value and to support that art should lie with
individuals.

Sample Essay for Issue Statement 2 (336 words)

I agree with the statement insofar as great professional success often comes
at the expense of one’s personal life and can even be inextricably related to
one’s personal failings. However, the statement is problematic in that it
unfairly suggests that personal and professional success are mutually
exclusive in every case.

Undeniably, today’s professionals must work long hours to keep their heads
above water, let alone to get ahead in life financially. In fact, the two-income
family is now the norm, not by choice but by necessity. However, our
society’s professionals are taking steps to remedy the problem. They’re
inventing ways—such as job sharing and telecommuting—to ensure that
personal life is not sacrificed for career. Also, more professionals are
changing careers to ones which allow for some degree of personal fulfillment
and self-actualization. Besides, many professionals truly love their work
and would do it without compensation, as a hobby. For them, professional
and personal fulfillment are one and the same.

Admittedly, personal failings often accompany professional achievement. In
fact, the two are often symbiotically related. The former test the would-be
achiever’s mettle; they pose challenges—necessary resistance that drives
one to professional achievement despite personal shortcomings. In the arts,
a personal failing may be a necessary ingredient or integral part of the
process of achieving. Artists and musicians often produce their most cre-
ative works during periods of distress, while in business a certain amount of
insensitivity to people can breed grand achievements. However, for every
individual whose professional success is bound up in his or her personal
failings, there is another individual who has achieved success in both
realms.

In sum, I agree that as a general rule, people find it difficult to achieve great
success both personally and professionally, and in fact history informs us
that personal failings are often part and parcel of great achievements.
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However, despite the growing demands of career on today’s professionals, a
fulfilling personal life remains possible—by working smarter, by setting
priorities, and by making suitable career choices.

ARGUMENT TASK—EVALUATION AND SCORING

Evaluate your Argument task essay on a scale of 1 to 6 (6 being the highest score)
according to the following five criteria:

Does your essay identify and articulate the argument’s key unstated assump-
tions?

Does your essay explain how the argument relies on these unstated assumptions
and what the implications are if these assumptions are unwarranted?

Does your essay develop its ideas in a clear, organized manner, with appropriate
transitions to help connect ideas together?

Does your essay demonstrate proficiency, fluency, and maturity in its use of
sentence structure, vocabulary, and idiom?

Does your essay demonstrate command of the elements of Standard Written
English, including grammar, word usage, spelling, and punctuation?

To help you further with your evaluation and scoring, here’s a checklist of the kinds of
problems you should have found with the Argument (paragraph numbers refer to the
sample essays that follow):

� Drawing an overly broad recommendation (paragraph 1)

� Assuming that a course of action is necessary to achieve a certain objective
(paragraph 2)

� Failing to defend a “threshold” but dubious assumption (paragraph 3)

� Arguing simultaneously for two competing objectives (paragraph 4)

Now here’s a full-length essay on the Argument. This essay meets all the criteria for a
solid score of at least 5 on the 0–6 scale. Notice the following additional features of
this essay:

� It’s brief enough for almost any test-taker to organize and compose in 30 minutes.

� Each body paragraph presents a distinct point of critique.

Don’t worry if your essay isn’t as polished as the sample here, or if yours doesn’t
include each and every one of the points of critique in this sample essay. Also, don’t
worry if your essay is organized differently, or if you expressed your points and
supported them in a different way. This sample essay merely illustrate how a test-
taker might respond effectively to this Argument.

Sample Essay on the Argument Task (330 Words)

In a nutshell, this argument is not only poorly supported but also illogical on
its face. A threshold problem with the argument is that it fails to distinguish
between scientists and engineers with children and those without children.
A worker with no young children obviously has no need for daycare services
or for career advancement requirements that accommodate the special
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interests of parents. Thus, the author must narrow both conclusions so that
they apply only to computer scientists and engineers with children.

Considering the author’s first assertion apart from the second one, the
author fails to consider and rule out other options for ensuring proper care
for the workers’ children during the workday. For instance, a computer
scientist whose spouse (or partner) has time during each day to spend with
their child might very well require no professional daycare. Besides, many
working parents, including single-parent workers, might have friends or
relatives who can provide child care. Thus, to the extent that computer
scientists and engineers have other options to ensure daycare for their
children, the author’s first conclusion is unwarranted.

As for the author’s second assertion, considered separately from the first
one, the author fails to explain why it is important for children gener-
ally—let alone children of computer scientists and engineers in particu-
lar—to spend a significant portion of each day with a parent. Lacking a
convincing explanation, I cannot accept the author’s assertion that career-
advancement requirements must be made more flexible merely for the sake
of allowing significant parent-child contact each workday.

Considering the two assertions together, however, the argument becomes
even less convincing. In essence, the second assertion undermines the first
one. If the children of these workers spend significant time each day with a
parent, without compromise to the parent’s career, then all-day child care
would seem unnecessary—in direct contradiction to the author’s first
assertion. Thus, the author must either reconcile the two assertions or
choose one assertion over the other.
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Quantitative Reasoning

1. C
2. D
3. B
4. B
5. D
6. C
7. A
8. C
9. D

10. B

11. A
12. C
13. B
14. D
15. B
16. 15
17. C
18. C
19. B

20. E
21. E
22. A
23. E
24. D
25. A
26. C
27. D
28. B

1. The correct answer is (C). The
absolute value (distance from the
origin on the number line) of n and
2n is the same.

2. The correct answer is (D). The
drawer must include at least 20
pairs of striped socks. That leaves a
total of 20 pairs of solid socks. If the
drawer contains exactly 20 solid
white pairs, then w = 20, the drawer
contains no solid gray pairs (g = 0),
and w 2 g = 20. Accordingly,
Quantity A equals Quantity B in this
case. However, if the drawer con-
tains fewer than 20 solid white pairs,
then w , 20 and w 2 g , 20, and
Quantity A is less than Quantity B.

3. The correct answer is (B). You
don’t need to perform precise calcula-
tions to make the comparison. First,
consider Quantity A. 333% = 3.33,
and (3.33)(3) , 10. Now consider
Quantity B. Since 10 (which we
know exceeds Quantity A) is less
than 33% of 33, Quantity B must be
greater than Quantity A. (Quantity
B is a fraction just under 11 but
clearly greater than 10.)

4. The correct answer is (B). The
centered information alone estab-
lishes that the integer (k 2 1) could

be 41, 43, or 47. Accordingly, the
integer k could be 42, 44, or 48. Their
median (the middle value) is 44,
while their average is
42 44 48

3
134

3
44

+ +
= > .

5. The correct answer is (D). The
two equations are actually the same.
(One way to confirm this is to mul-
tiply each term in the second

equation by
3
2

.) Given one linear

equation in two variables, it is
impossible to determine the relative
values of p and q.

6. The correct answer is (C). x + y is
the measure of the top angle in the
large triangle. Hence, x + y + w + z =
180. Since x + z = 50, y + w = 130.

7. The correct answer is (A).
(a2)3 = a6, while a2a3 = a5. Since a .
1, a6 . a5, Quantity A is greater than
Quantity B.

8. The correct answer is (C).
Quantity A can be expressed as 6(a2

2 b2). Factor out the constants
(numbers) in Quantity B: (3a +
3b)(2a 2 2b) = (3)(a + b)(2)(a 2 b) =
6(a + b)(a 2 b) = 6(a2 2 b2). As you
can see, the two quantities are the
same: 6(a2 2 b2).
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9. The correct answer is (D). Sub-
tracting =n and n from both sides
yields n in Column A and =n in
Column B. If n . 1, then n . =n.
But if n , 1, then n , =n. Thus,
you do not have enough information
to make the comparison.

10. The correct answer is (B). The sum
of all six angles formed by the inter-
secting lines in the figure is 360°. Given
that the sum of all angles other than
y° and z° is 220°, y + z must equal 140
(360 2 220). Since angles x°, y°, and z°
form a straight line (180°), x must equal
40. Since x = 40 and y + z = 140,
y z+

3
. x, Quantity B is greater than

Quantity A.

11. The correct answer is (A). 1 centi-
meter = 9 kilometers, so the number
of kilometers is 9 times greater than
the number of centimeters. Con-
versely, the number of centimeters is
1
9

, or approximately 11%, of the
number of kilometers.

12. The correct answer is (C). Given
total revenue of $32, you can find the
number of each type of book sold by
setting up and solving a simple alge-
braic equation. Letting x equal the
number of each type of book sold: 3x
+ x = 32. Thus, x = 8, and Jeff must
have sold exactly eight $3 books and
eight $1 books: 16 books altogether.
Given that Jeff sold 80% of his books
at the sale, he must have owned
exactly 20 books before the sale (16
is 80% of 20), which is 5 times the
number of books remaining after the
sale (4).

13. The correct answer is (B). Both
boxes have the same volume: 1,500
cubic inches. However, in the box
described in Column A, 60 cubic

inches of space must be left empty
along the 12 3 10 face. On the other
hand, the box described in Column B
can be packed full of one-inch cubes
without leaving any empty space.
Hence, Quantity B is greater.

14. The correct answer is (D). Which
quantity is greater depends on
whether a, b, and c are positive or
negative. If you’re the least bit
unsure about this, it’s a good idea to
plug in a few simple numbers. For
example, let a = 2 and b = 1. If

c = 1 (a positive value), then
c
a

,
c
bS1

2
,

1
1D. But if c = 21 (a negative

number), then c
a

c
b

> � > ��
��

�
��

1
2

1
1

.

15. The correct answer is (B). For
equation (B) to hold true, y must
equal z, which is impossible given
that U y U . U z U. Equation (A) could be
true because it is possible that x = 2
y. Equation (C) could hold true
because it is possible that any one of
the three variables could equal 0
(zero). Equation (D) could hold
true—for example, if x = 3, y = 2, and
z = 1. Equation (E) could hold
true—for example if x = 2, y = 1, and

z = 1
2

.

16. The correct answer is 15. Cal-
culate the discount rate using the

original price: 12
80

3
20

15
100

= = , or

15%. (There’s no need to round the
answer to the nearest integer.)

17. The correct answer is (C). First,
apply the defined operation to each
parenthesized pair:

(21 M 22) = 21(21 2 22) = 21(1) = 21
(1 M 2) = 1(1 2 2) = 1(21) = 21
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Then apply the defined operation again,
substituting 21 for both x and y:
(21 M 21) = 21(21 2 21]) =
21(0) = 0

18. The correct answer is (C). First,
find the size of Unit D as a per-
centage of the total warehouse size.
Unit D occupies 15,500 square feet—
approximately 11%—of the 140,000
total square feet in the warehouse.
Thus, Unit C occupies about 19% of
that total (100% 2 28% 2 42% 2
11% = 19%). In terms of square feet,
then, the size of Unit C is approxi-
mately (.19)(140,000) = 26,600
square feet. Of the five answer
choices, choice (C) most closely
approximates this figure.

19. The correct answer is (B). After 4
hours, the clock will run behind the
actual time by 16 minutes. Accord-
ingly, at 4:00 the clock will show
3:44. It will take 16 minutes plus
about one additional minute
(because the clock runs 1 minute
slow every quarter-hour) for the
clock to advance to 4:00.

20. The correct answer is (E).
Sometime in late July, when daily
temperatures (measured by the scale
on the left) averaged about 12
degrees, daily precipitation (mea-
sured by the scale on the right)
averaged about 12 centimeters.

21. The correct answer is (E). A
number divisible by 3 could either be
odd or even. For example, m could be
18 (even) or 21 (odd). Therefore,
either I or II could be true. Also, k
could be odd. If k were odd, the 5k
would be an odd multiple of 5—for
example, 5, 15, 25, 35, . . . ., and 121
2 5k would result in a number

ending in 6 (116, 106, 96, 86, . . .).
The numbers 96, 66, and 36, and 6
are all possible results, and all are
divisible by 3. Therefore, III could
also be true.

22. The correct answer is (A). Divide
the shaded figure into a rectangle
with vertices at (2,6), (5,6), (2,2), and
(5,2) and a right triangle with ver-
tices at (5,2), (2,2), and (2,0). The
rectangle’s height and width are 4
and 3, respectively, and so its area is
4 3 3 = 12. The triangle has legs of

lengths 3 and 2, so its area is
1
2

3 3

3 2 = 3. The sum of the two areas is
12 + 3 = 15.

23. The correct answer is (E). The
key to handling this question is to
convert ratios to fractional parts that
add up to 1. The ratio of X’s rate to
Y’s rate is 3:1, and the ratio of Y’s
rate to Z’s rate is 1:2. You can
express the ratio among all three as
3:1:2 (X:Y:Z). Accordingly, Y’s pro-

duction accounts for
1
6

of the total

widgets that all three machines can
produce per day. Given that Y can
produce 35 widgets per day, all three
machines can produce (35)(6) = 210
widgets per day.

24. The correct answer is (D). For
each year, compare the heights of the
two dark bars. The year 2003 was
the only one among the five choices
for which Country Y’s imports (about
$39B) were less than twice Country
X’s imports (about $21B).

25. The correct answer is (A). This
question involves the left bar for the
six years shown. The dark portion
(imports) increases up to 2003 and
then remains steady from 2003
through 2004. The light portion
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(exports) appears to increase
through 2001, then decrease in 2002,
then increase again in 2003, and
then decrease in 2004—in other
words, there’s no clear trend for the
value of Country X’s exports over the
period in question.

26. The correct answer is (C). The
amount invested at 5% is (10,000 2
x) dollars. Thus, the income from
that amount is .05(10,000 2 x)
dollars.

27. The correct answer is (D). XY is
also the circle’s radius. Since XY = 8,
the circle’s circumference = 2p(8), or
16p. 	XYZ, given as 120°, accounts

for
120
360

, or
1
3

, of the entire 360° con-

tained in the circle. Since minor arc

XZ
�

is formed by that central angle,

XZ
�

accounts for
1
3

of the circle’s cir-

cumference:

1
3

~16p! =
16p

3
.

28. The correct answer is (B). In each
set are three distinct member pairs.
The probability of selecting any pair
is one in three, or 1

3
. Accordingly, the

probability of selecting fruit and
salad from the appetizer menu along
with squash and peas from the veg-

etable menu is 1
3

1
3

1
9

× = .
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Verbal Reasoning

1. A
2. E
3. C
4. C
5. A
6. D
7. E
8. B
9. B

10. C
11. B

12. B
13. D
14. E
15. (i) hardly suffice

(ii) perhaps equally
significant

16. A
17. D
18. E
19. B
20. C

21. B
22. E
23. A
24. A
25. C
26. D
27. D
28. C
29. B
30. E

Questions 1–9 (Analogies)
1. The correct answer is (A). This is

a “part-to-whole” analogy. A musical
SCALE is comprised of a series of
TONES that are arranged in a fixed
sequence; similarly, the spectrum is
comprised of a series of colors
arranged in a particular sequence.

2. The correct answer is (E). This is
a “symptom or sign” analogy. A
SANDAL leaves behind it a FOOT-
PRINT that traces the sandal’s path;
similarly, a boat leaves behind it a
wake that traces the boat’s path.

3. The correct answer is (C). This is
an “operates against” (prevention)
analogy. You DAM (a body of water)
to prevent a DELUGE (sudden,
enormous flow); similarly, you lock
something like a door or a safe in
order to prevent a theft.

4. The correct answer is (C). This is
an “environment for” analogy. An
OFFENSIVE (a noun here) is an
event—a planned attack—that typi-
cally occurs during a WAR. Simi-
larly, a dream is an event that
typically occurs during slumber
(deep sleep). As for choice (D), soccer
is an event that might take place in a

stadium. But to say that soccer
usually occurs in a stadium would be
an overstatement. Also, a stadium is
a physical place, whereas WAR and
slumber are events.

5. The correct answer is (A). This is
a “type of” (special category) analogy.
A SERENADE is a special kind of
SONG, one sung by a lover to his
beloved, sometimes in secret; simi-
larly, a tryst is a special kind of
appointment, one made by lovers,
often in secret.

6. The correct answer is (D). This is
a type of “symptom or manifestation”
analogy. A HAND may become
GNARLED (knotted and twisted)
with age, just as a brow may become
creased (wrinkled or ridged) with
age. Gnarls and creases are each a
manifestation of gradual deterio-
ration. Since a tire goes flat abruptly
and for one of many possible reasons,
choice (E) is not as strong an analogy
as choice (D).

7. The correct answer is (E). This is
an “inherent function” analogy. A
PENDULUM is designed to
OSCILLATE (move back and forth);
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similarly, an automobile is designed
to travel.

8. The correct answer is (B). This is
as “ideal characteristic” analogy.
Ideally, an ARCHITECT is CRE-
ATIVE; similarly, an ideal soldier is
one who is obedient; that is, one who
obeys the orders of a superior officer.
Choice (B) is incorrect because dis-
loyalty is not just an ideal character-

istic of a traitor; it is the defining
characteristic.

9. The correct answer is (B). This is
a “negative form of” analogy. A
STIGMA (mark or sign of disgrace)
is an unwanted DESIGNATION.
Similarly, a predicament (difficult
situation) is an unwanted circum-
stance.

Questions 10–14 (Sentence Completions)
10. The correct answer is (C). In the

context of the sentence, the word as
means “because.” The second part of
the sentence provides an explanation
for the first part. The fact that the
giant squid has “never been seen
alive” would clearly explain why the
squid would be mysterious to marine
biologists.

11. The correct answer is (B). Notice
that the word “advantage” is sin-
gular (not plural). This suggests that
the two phrases “they are _______”
and “they are able to . . .” must
express nearly the same idea. Choice
(B) helps convey the idea nicely: An
automatic system is by definition one
that functions without external help.
(In the digital realm, the words
“data” and “help” can carry essen-
tially the same meaning.) None of
the other answer choices establishes
as close a relationship between these
two phrases.

12. The correct answer is (B). The
missing words should suggest a
belief about computers that would
lead parents to let their children use
the devices without being watched.
Only choice (B) works, because only

benign (harmless) is sufficiently
positive to suggest that idea.

13. The correct answer is (D). The
first operative word in the sentence
is rather, which sets up a contrast
between what precedes it and what
follows it. So, the first clause must
run contrary to the phrase “it
emerged from social experience.”
Only choices (A), (C), and (D) serve
this purpose. Of these three choices,
choice (D) establishes the clearest
contrast—between ideology and
experience. A second operative word
in the sentence is hence. What
follows this phrase must be con-
sistent with what precedes it. Choice
(D) accomplishes just that. The word
empirical means “based on obser-
vation or experience (as opposed to
theory).”

14. The correct answer is (E).
Guileful means “cunning or wily.” It
makes sense that someone who is
“intelligent but ruthless” would
engage in “guileful maneuvers” in
order to succeed, and the word cor-
roborating (which means “helping to
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confirm or verify”) sets up the appro-
priate match between the biogra-

phy’s account and the popular
notion.

Question 15 (Complex Text Completion)
15. The correct answers are hardly

suffice for blank (i) and perhaps
equally significant for blank (ii).
The idea of the passage is that quan-
titative data are useful but insuffi-
cient (that is, they hardly suffice) to
determine the extent of a person’s

well-being because they do not
account for pain and discomfort, nor
do they account for emotional or psy-
chological states, which can have a
profound effect on (that is, they are
perhaps equally significant in deter-
mining) physical well-being.

Questions 16–23 (Reading Comprehension)
16. The correct answer is (A). The

passage refers to the establishment
of a 35-mm standard around 1913,
followed by a “resurgence” of
wide-film formats (in the mid-1920s
to the mid-1930s). This resurgence
suggests that wide-film formats were
not new because they had been used
before the 35-mm standard was
established; that is, before 1913.

17. The correct answer is (D).
According to the passage’s last sen-
tence, anamorphic lenses made it
possible to create quality 70-mm
prints from 35-mm negatives. In this
respect, the invention of the
anamorphic camera lens contributed
to the demise (not the increased use)
of wide-film moviemaking.

18. The correct answer is (E). The
author explains that many of the
genes that prevent cell death operate
individually and in groups to
perform other functions as well, and
so determining exactly what genes
and groups of genes function to
prevent various types of cells from
self-destructing is an exceedingly
complex undertaking.

19. The correct answer is (B). The
author’s overall concern is with
describing the process researchers
are following to identify the genes
responsible for preventing cell death
and with the direction (and goals) of
current research based on their
findings. Of the five choices, choice
(B) best expresses the gist of the dis-
cussion.

20. The correct answer is (C). One of
the possible features of gradual
deregulation mentioned in the first
paragraph is the breaking of
monopolies by the government.
Choice (C) restates this possible
feature.

21. The correct answer is (B). The
author responds to the skeptics’
claim by pointing out that people are
likely to weigh the future flow of
income from a voucher against the
benefits of selling their vouchers now
and using the proceeds for con-
sumption. Were people not likely (at
least in many cases) to hold their
vouchers after weighing these two
alternatives, the author would not
have made this argument. Thus, the
author is implying that, indeed, in
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many cases the future flow of income
from a voucher will exceed the
present value of the voucher.

22. The correct answer is (E). The
author foresees prolonged ineffi-
ciency and misallocation as a conse-
quence of gradual, not rapid,
privatization (lines 30–40).

23. The correct answer is (A). The
author’s willingness to place a
private enterprise at risk for the
broader purpose of achieving a free-
market system is suggested by at
least two areas of discussion in the

passage. In the first paragraph, the
author tacitly disagrees with the
gradualists who favor bracing enter-
prises for the shock of deregulation
to help them survive the transition.
In the final paragraph, while advo-
cating voucher privatization, the
author admits that this approach
may very well result in the insta-
bility of stock prices; yet the author
seems to view the insecurity caused
by market pressures as good for
private enterprises in that it will
drive them to efficiency—a sort of
sink-or-swim approach.

Questions 24–30 (Antonyms)
24. The correct answer is (A). One

meaning of EXPLICIT is “fully and
clearly expressed, leaving nothing
implied. Implied means “expressed
indirectly.”

25. The correct answer is (C). One
meaning of PASSIVITY is sub-
mission (the condition of being sub-
missive)—the opposite of aggression.

26. The correct answer is (D).
PROXIMAL means “situated toward
the center or point of attachment”;
peripheral means “located away from
the center, at the fringe, or near a
boundary.”

27. The correct answer is (D). To
INSULATE is to “cause to become

isolated or detached.” To expose is to
do quite the opposite, of course.

28. The correct answer is (C).
CURSIVE refers to a flowing, con-
tinuous style of printing or writing.
Disjointed means “disconnected or
separated.”

29. The correct answer is (B). To
PERTURB is to “disturb or agitate,”
whereas sedate means “calm or
quiet.”

30. The correct answer is (E). To
RAIL is to “complain or denounce
vehemently” (as in “rail against
injustice”), contrary to acquiesce
(agree, comply, or consent, usually by
silence or inaction).
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The Issue Task

OVERVIEW
� Key facts about the GRE Issue task

� The 7-step plan

� 5 tips for scoring high

� Issue task strategies

� Summing it up

In this chapter, you’ll find out how to write an effective GRE Issue essay. First,
you’ll learn a step-by-step approach to brainstorming, organizing, composing,
and revising your Issue essay, all within the exam’s 45-minute time limit. By
adhering to this step-by-step plan, you’ll attain a better-than-average Issue
task score of at least 4 on the 0–6 scale.

But you won’t stop there. Later in the chapter, you’ll learn the finer points of
writing GRE Issue essays: how to qualify an Issue statement, debate its pros
and cons, and use rhetorical techniques for maximum persuasive impact in
presenting your viewpoints. These are the skills that separate the cream-of-
the-crop test-takers who attain the two highest scores of 5 and 6 from all
the rest.

At the end of the chapter, you’ll review the keys to writing a high-scoring GRE
Issue essay.

KEY FACTS ABOUT THE GRE ISSUE TASK
You first looked at the Issue writing task in Chapter 2 and in this book’s
Diagnostic Test. Here’s a quick review of key facts about the Issue task
component of GRE Analytical Writing.

Where: Either immediately before or after the Argument writing task (the
two Analytical Writing tasks come at the beginning of the exam, before all
Quantitative and Verbal Reasoning sections)

How Many: One essay

Time Allowed: 45 minutes

General Directive: You adopt, present, and develop your own viewpoint on a
given Issue statement, considering various perspectives on the issue at hand.
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Abilities Tested:

� Your ability to communicate a perspective on an issue effectively and persua-
sively

� Your ability to present your ideas in a cohesive, well-organized manner

� Your ability to communicate your ideas adequately, using the conventions of
Standard Written English (but language, syntax, grammar, and writing
mechanics are not nearly as important as content and organization).

Other Key Facts:

� The specific directive may vary slightly, depending on the Issue statement, but
your basic task is always the same: Present and develop a viewpoint on the issue.

� There is no “correct” response to any Issue prompt.

� There is no prescribed or “correct” word length for an Issue essay.

� Scratch paper and pencils are provided (just as in the other exam sections).

� The system’s basic word processor has a simple cut-and-paste function but no
spell-checking or grammar-checking functions.

THE 7-STEP PLAN
For a high-scoring Issue essay, you need to accomplish the following basic tasks:

� Recognize and handle the complexities and implications of the issue.

� Organize, develop, and express your ideas coherently and persuasively.

� Support your ideas with sound reasons and relevant examples.

� Demonstrate an adequate grasp of the elements of Standard Written English
(including grammar, syntax, and usage).

Forty-five minutes isn’t much time to accomplish these tasks, so you need to use that
time wisely. This does not mean using every one of your 45 minutes to peck madly at
the keyboard, however. The smart approach is to spend some time thinking about
what you want to write and organize your thoughts, and to save some time after
you’ve finished writing to proofread and fine-tune your essay.

Here’s a 7-step plan (with suggested time for each step) to help you budget your time
so that you can accomplish all the tasks listed above within the 45-minute time limit:

Choose a task, then brainstorm and make notes (3 minutes).

Review your notes and decide on a viewpoint (1 minute).

Organize your ideas into a logical sequence (1 minute).

Compose a brief introductory paragraph (2 minutes).

Compose the body of your essay (30 minutes).

Compose a brief concluding or summary paragraph (3 minutes).

Proofread for significant mechanical problems (5 minutes).
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Notice that if you follow these suggested times, you’ll spend about 5 minutes planning
your essay, 35 minutes writing it, and 5 minutes proofreading and fine-tuning it.

In the following pages, we’ll apply each of these steps to the following GRE-style Issue
task (remember, the directive is essentially the same regardless of the specific task):

Issue Statement 1 (preceded by the directive)

“Schools should be responsible not only for teaching academic skills but also
for teaching ethical and social values.”

Present your perspective on the issue above. Use relevant reasons and/or
examples to support your viewpoint.

Step 1: Choose a Task, Then Brainstorm and Make Notes
(3 minutes)
Your very first step is to choose one of the two tasks that the test presents. Don’t waste
time mulling over the choice. Neither is necessarily “easier” than the other. Commit
right away to whichever task strikes you as the one you would probably have more to say
about. Then, begin to develop your essay by brainstorming ideas.

Try to think of some reasons and examples that support both sides of the issue. At this
stage, don’t commit to a position on the issue, and don’t try to filter out what you think
might be unconvincing reasons or weak examples. Just let all your ideas flow onto
your scratch paper, in no particular order. (You can sort through them during steps 2
and 3.) Here’s what a test-taker’s notes for Issue Statement 1 might look like after a
few minutes of brainstorming:

Whose values?
Amish
suburbanites
yuppies
Southern Baptists

pluralism
schools need focus
sex education
classroom cooperation vs. competition
teachers set examples—indirectly
drugs & violence

Notice that the first several lines reflect one train of thought (If schools are to teach
ethical values, whose values should they teach?), while the rest of the notes reflect
other random ideas. The notes are somewhat of a hodgepodge, but that’s okay. The
point of brainstorming is to generate as many ideas as possible. These make up the
raw material for your Issue essay. Let your ideas flow freely, and you’ll have plenty of
fodder for this essay.
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Step 2: Review Your Notes and Decide on a Viewpoint (1 minute)
Decide on the basic point of view (either “pro” or “con”) that you want to take up in your
essay—in other words, decide whether you are going to agree or disagree with the
statement. Your notes from step 1 should help you decide which stand to take. Review
the ideas you’ve jotted down, and then ask yourself whether you can make a stronger
case for or against the statement presented to you.

Once you’ve decided, pick the three or four ideas from your notes that best support
your chosen viewpoint. These should be ideas that you believe make sense and
support your viewpoint reasonably well. You should also know enough about them to
be able to write at least a few sentences. Put a checkmark next to those ideas to mark
what you’re sure you want to use in the essay. If you don’t think you have enough,
take one or two of the ideas you like best and elaborate on them. Think of related
ideas, add details or examples, and then use these to fill out your list.

Step 3: Organize Your Ideas into a Logical Sequence (1 minute)
Next, decide on a logical sequence for presenting your ideas. The best sequence might be
the most obvious: One idea may lead logically to another. Or your ideas might involve
historical examples, which lead chronologically from one to another. They might also
range from the personal level to the family or community level, then to the societal or
global level. Any of these “patterns” suggests a natural sequence for your Issue essay.

If you don’t detect an obvious sequence, a good approach is to decide which two ideas
you like best—the two you consider most convincing or happen to know the most
about and can develop most fully. Earmark these ideas to discuss first and last in the
body of your essay. Then arrange the remaining ideas in any order between your two
best ideas. Why arrange ideas this way? The most emphatic and memorable parts of
any essay are the beginning and the end. It makes sense, then, that you place your
best material where it will have the greatest impact on the reader.

Now that you’ve settled on a sequence, number your ideas accordingly in your notes.
Here’s an example of how a test-taker might turn notes on Issue Statement 1 into a
simple outline:

PART III: Analytical Writing86
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............................................................................................

NOTE
It’s perfectly acceptable to

agree or disagree strongly with

the Issue statement. But your

agreement (or disagreement)

should not keep you from

fulfilling the directive for this

writing assignment, which

requires that you consider

ways in which the statement

may or may not be true.

www.petersons.com/graduateschools
https://ieltstep.com



2. U Whose values?
Amish
suburbanites
yuppies
Southern Baptists

1. U pluralism

3. U schools need focus
sex education
classroom cooperation vs. competition
teachers set examples-indirectly
drugs & violence

4. U U.S. Schools lag

Notice that this test-taker has decided to disagree with the statement—that is, to take
the position that schools should teach academics only, and not ethical values. The first
three points in his notes all fit nicely into an argument for this viewpoint. He also
came up with a fourth idea that he thought might make a good ending—the point that
U.S. schools lag behind most other countries in academic standards, so time shouldn’t
be taken away from teaching academic subjects to teach ethics. The test-taker made a
note of that idea and checked it off as well.

This writer decided to start with the idea that America is pluralistic. From this point,
it makes sense to ask, “Whose values would be taught in schools?” and use the
examples listed. This leads nicely to the point about focusing on academics and,
finally, the argument about how U.S. students lag behind others.

Step 4: Compose a Brief Introductory Paragraph (2 minutes)
Now it’s time to compose your essay. You begin with a brief introductory paragraph in
which you need to accomplish the following:

� Demonstrate that you understand the issue the statement raises

� Let the reader know that you have a clear viewpoint on the issue

� Anticipate the ideas you intend to present in the body of your essay

You can probably accomplish all three tasks in two or three sentences. In your
introductory paragraph, avoid going into detail about your reasoning, and don’t
provide specific examples. These are best left to the body of your essay. Don’t begin
your introductory paragraph by repeating the statement verbatim; this amounts to
wasted time, since the reader is already familiar with the topic. Instead, show the
reader from your very first sentence that you’re thinking for yourself.

Here’s an introductory paragraph for Issue Statement 1 based on the test-taker’s
original outline (above):
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Introductory Paragraph (Issue Statement 1)

Schools, especially in a pluralistic nation such as the United States, should
limit what they teach to academic subjects—leaving it to parents and clergy
to teach ethics. To do otherwise, as the statement suggests, is to invite
trouble, as this essay will show.

Step 5: Compose the Body of Your Essay (30 minutes)
In this step, your chief ambition is to get your main points—as well as any supporting
reasons and examples—from your brain and scratch paper onto the computer screen.
Keep these points in mind as you compose the body of the essay:

� Be sure that the first sentence of each paragraph begins a distinct train of
thought and clearly conveys the essence of the paragraph.

� Arrange your paragraphs so your essay flows logically and persuasively from one
point to the next. Stick to your outline, but be flexible.

� Try to devote at least two, but no more than three or four, sentences to each main
point in your outline.

� Don’t worry if you don’t have time to include every point from your outline. The
GRE readers understand that the time constraint of the exam prevents most
test-takers from covering every point they want to make.

� Don’t stray from the issue at hand, or even from the points you seek to make. You
don’t have time. Stay focused on the issue and your points.

Now here are the body paragraphs of a response to Issue Statement 1—based on the
outline on page 85:

Four-Paragraph Body (Issue Statement 1)

If our schools are to teach values, the most important question to answer is:
Whose values would they teach? After all, not all ethical values are the
same. The Amish have a way of life that stresses simplicity and austerity;
they shun modern conveniences and even such activities as dancing. By
contrast, the typical young, urban family enjoys buying the latest electronic
gadgets and going on expensive vacations. Either group might be offended
by the values of the other.

True, Amish and urban children aren’t likely to attend the same schools; but
what about children from Jewish and fundamentalist Christian households?
These two religious groups may live in the same town or neighborhood, and
either one might very well be incensed if the other group’s moral teachings
were imposed on them.

The only way to avoid the inevitable conflicts that teaching ethics would
bring to our schools is by allowing teachers to focus on what they’re paid to
do: teach academics. We send children to school to learn math, English,
history, and science. How would we feel if our kids came home ignorant
about geometry but indoctrinated with someone else’s religious or ethical
ideas? Justly annoyed, I think.

Moreover, consider that schoolchildren in the United States lag behind
those in most other nations in academic achievement. In light of this fact, it
would seem foolish for us to divert classroom time from teaching academics
to teaching “morality.”
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Let’s take a look at some of the features of the body paragraphs, which show that the
test-taker tried to stick to his outline while remaining flexible as new ideas for content
or organization occurred to him:

� Point 2 in the outline (“Whose values?”) became the basis for two paragraphs (the
second and third ones), not just one.

� After writing about the Amish and urban families, the test-taker seemed to
realize that the contrast between them, while illustrating the point, was a bit
exaggerated. Rather than replacing the entire paragraph with a more realistic
pairing, which would have cost a substantial amount of time, the test-taker added
the second paragraph to provide a more down-to-earth pairing (Jewish and
fundamentalist Christian families).

� The suburbanites got left out of the essay altogether, either because the test-taker
realized they were unnecessary or because he was running short on time.

Step 6: Compose a Brief Concluding or Summary Paragraph
(3 minutes)
Unless your essay has a clear ending, the reader might think you didn’t finish in time,
and that’s not the impression you want to give. Be sure to leave time to wrap up your
discussion. Convey the main thrust of your essay in a clear, concise, and forceful way.
Two or three sentences should suffice. If an especially insightful concluding point occurs
to you, the final sentence of your essay is a good place for it.

In your final paragraph, be sure that you don’t simply repeat your introductory
paragraph. These two “bookend” paragraphs should complement one another—each
providing its own distinct slant on your thesis. If you need to fine-tune your first
paragraph, step 6 is the best time to do so.

Here’s a brief but effective concluding paragraph for the essay on Issue Statement 1.
Notice that it assures the reader that the test-taker has organized his time well and
finished the writing task. Also, notice that this brief summary does not introduce any
new reasons or examples; it’s just a quick recapitulation that complements the
introductory paragraph:

Final Paragraph (Issue Statement 1)

Ironically, what is most ethical for our schools to do in the interest of
educating our children is to avoid becoming entangled in ethical issues.
Stick to academics, and let families and clergy teach morality in their own
way and on their own time.

Step 7: Proofread for Mechanical Problems (5 minutes)
To score high with your Issue essay, you don’t need to compose a flawless work of art. The
readers won’t reduce your score because of an occasional awkward sentence or minor
error in punctuation, spelling, grammar, or diction (word choice and usage). Don’t get
hung up on whether each sentence is something your English composition professor
would be proud of. Instead, use whatever time remains to read your essay from start to
finish and fix the most glaring mechanical problems. Here are some suggestions for
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what you should and—just as importantly, should not—try to accomplish during this
final step.

� Find and rework awkward sentences, especially ones in which the point you’re
trying to make is unclear.

� Find and correct accidental omissions of words, garbled phrases, grammatical
errors, and typographical errors. It doesn’t take much time to fix these kinds of
mistakes, and doing so will go a long way toward making a positive impression on
the reader.

� Correct spelling errors only when they might prevent the reader from under-
standing the point at hand.

� Don’t spend valuable time correcting punctuation, removing extra character
spaces between words, or correcting minor spelling errors.

� Don’t get drawn into drastic rewriting. Accept that your essay is what it is and
that you don’t have time to reshape it substantially.

From beginning to end (including the introduction, the body, and the concluding
paragraph), the sample essay we’ve used is a little more than 300 words long. It’s not
lengthy, nor is it a literary masterpiece. But it expresses a clear viewpoint, it’s smartly
organized, it employs relevant reasons and examples, and it’s stylistically crisp and
effective. In short, it contains all the elements of a successful GRE Issue essay.

5 TIPS FOR SCORING HIGH
As long as you provide sound reasons and relevant examples supporting a position on
the issue at hand in your Issue essay, you can earn a decent score of 3 or more. But if your
aim is to earn a top score of 5 or 6, here are five tips to help you reach that goal:

Qualify the statement

Debate the statement’s pros and cons

Develop rhetorical techniques

Organize your essay carefully

Structure your essay for rhetorical effectiveness

“Qualifying” an Issue Statement
To earn a top score you need to consider ways that the statement may or may not be
true. This means that you should neither completely agree nor completely disagree
with the statement; it shows that you’re capable of considering all viewpoints on a
specific issue. Here are two GRE-style Issue statements, each followed by a viewpoint
that expresses how the test-taker might qualify it:

Issue Statement 2

“To truly succeed in life, a person must assert his or her individuality rather
than conforming to the expectations of others.”
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Viewpoint: Asserting individuality is important only to an extent. The key is to
strike the optimal balance between individuality and conformity—a balance that
varies depending on the particular activity or goal involved.

Issue Statement 3

“The greatest responsibility of a leader—whether in politics, business, or the
military—is to serve the interests of his or her followers.”

Viewpoint: The statement’s accuracy depends on the category. Legitimate political
leadership must, by definition, serve the citizenry, but the same can’t be said for
business or military leadership.

Perhaps you’re wondering whether you’ll appear “wishy-washy” or indecisive by
qualifying the statement. In reality, however, you’ll likely impress the reader as being
thoughtful and insightful. Just be sure to persuade the reader, using sound reasoning
and relevant examples, that your qualified agreement or disagreement is justifiable.

How do you find these qualifications? Look for any of these types of qualifiable Issue
statements:

� A statement whose accuracy depends on varying factors.

� A statement that might be true or untrue generally, but that fails to account for
significant exceptional cases.

� A statement that is unclear or vague: In other words, its accuracy depends on the
meaning of key terms or how you interpret the statement as a whole.

� A statement that raises two distinct but related issues: One might be a so-called
threshold issue that should be addressed before the main issue can be thoroughly
analyzed.

� A statement that has merit but overlooks legitimate competing interests or
contributing factors. Issue Statement 2, above, is a good example.

� A statement that lists or otherwise embraces two or more distinct categories. For
example, in Issue Statement 3, above, different categories lend differing degrees
of support to the statement.

Debating a Statement’s Pros and Cons
When we reviewed the basics of writing an Issue essay, we suggested that you take a
few minutes before writing to brainstorm and jot down ideas, listing points for and
against the statement as they occur to you. If you take that idea a step further, you
can train yourself to think more consciously about the pros and cons of the statement
while you’re taking notes. A good way to do this is to think of the note-taking process
as a debate, in which you formulate points and supporting examples to bolster one
side of the issue, and then respond with counterpoints and counterexamples.

To organize the points of your debate, try creating two columns, one for points that
support the statement and the other for opposing points. Here’s what a test-taker’s
notes might look like after a few minutes of brainstorming the pros and cons of Issue
Statement 4:
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Issue Statement 4

“The best way to ensure protection and preservation of our natural envi-
ronment is through governmental regulatory measures. We cannot rely on
the voluntary efforts of individuals and private businesses to achieve these
objectives.”

PRO CON

� self-interest rules ind.
& bus.

� e.g. auto emissions
� but nations too

� environ. problems too
widespread for ind. & bus.

� but nations must
cooperate

� lawmakers pander
� but accountable to

voters

� enforcement problems
� e.g. bus. relocate

� bureaucratic problems
� e.g. delays
� e.g. compromises
� e.g. admin. expense
� but must put up with

problems to save
environ.

Notice that the test-taker supports each main point (indicated by a bullet) with one or
more examples (“e.g.”) and/or a counterpoint (“but”).

Developing Rhetorical Techniques
The word “rhetoric” describes the art of persuasive argument. A rhetorically effective
Issue essay does more than simply itemize reasons and examples for supporting one
viewpoint. It acknowledges possible problems with the viewpoint, then defends that
viewpoint by responding to those problems directly. It also acknowledges at least one
other position or viewpoint, then challenges that viewpoint directly as well.

As you take notes on your Issue statement, you’ll naturally come up with ideas for
responding to other viewpoints and you’ll realize that your own viewpoint may have
possible problems. But if you find yourself at a loss for ideas, draw upon the five
tried-and-true techniques discussed in the next few pages to get your rhetorical juices
flowing. To illustrate each technique, we’ll use examples based on these two Issue
statements, the first of which you’ve already encountered in this lesson:

Issue Statement 4

“The best way to ensure protection and preservation of our natural envi-
ronment is through governmental regulatory measures. We cannot rely on
the voluntary efforts of individuals and private businesses to achieve these
objectives.”
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Issue Statement 5

“Large businesses should focus on teamwork as the primary means of
achieving success.”

TURN AROUND A WEAKNESS (OR A STRENGTH)

One of the strategies you can adopt in your Issue essay is to argue that an apparent
weakness is actually not one—or an apparent strength isn’t a strength—if you view it
from a different perspective. The notes and outline for Issue Statement 3 provide a
good example. The writer might first cite evidence that lends apparent support to the
opposing position:

Admittedly, businesses often attempt to avoid compliance by concealing
their activities, or calculate the cost of polluting, in terms of punishment,
then budget in advance for anticipated penalties and openly violate the law.

Then the writer might indicate how this point actually undermines that position:

However, this behavior only serves to underscore the need for government
intervention, because left unfettered, this type of behavior would only exac-
erbate environmental problems.

TRIVIALIZE A WEAKNESS (OR A STRENGTH)

You can also argue that an apparent weakness in your position (or a strength in a
different position) is trivial, minor, or insignificant. Issue Statement 4 provides a good
opportunity to use this technique. The writer might first cite two examples that lend
apparent support to those who might disagree with the statement:

Detractors might cite the heavy manufacturing and natural resource indus-
tries, where the value of tangible assets—raw materials and capital equip-
ment—are often the most significant determinant of business success.

Then the writer might explain away these examples:

However, such industries are diminishing in significance as we move from
an industrial society to an information age.

APPEAL TO BROADER CONSIDERATIONS

Argue that any minor problems with your position seem trivial in light of the broad
and serious implications that the Issue raises. The notes and outline for Issue
Statement 3 are a good example. The writer might first acknowledge a certain
problem with her position:

Delays typically associated with bureaucratic regulation can thwart the
purpose of the regulations, because environmental problems can quickly
become grave indeed.

Then the writer might point out the broad societal consideration that puts this minor
drawback in its proper perspective:

But such delays seem trivial when we consider that many environmental
problems carry not only a real threat to public health but also a potential
threat to the very survival of the human species.
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ADOPT A “LESSER OF TWO EVILS” ARGUMENT

This technique is similar to the previous one; the difference is that you will argue that
an opposing position is no stronger than yours, or is perhaps even weaker in a certain
respect. As with the “broader considerations” technique, the writer might first
acknowledge a certain weakness in her position:

Delays typically associated with bureaucratic regulation can thwart the
purpose of the regulations, because environmental problems can quickly
become grave indeed.

But then the writer can point out an even greater weakness in the opposing position:

However, given that unjustifiable reliance on volunteerism is the only alter-
native, government regulation seems necessary.

TRY A “GREATER OF TWO VIRTUES” METHOD

Another avenue of attack is to argue that a particular strength of the opposing
position is overshadowed by one or more virtues of your position. Issue Statement 5
provides a good opportunity to employ this rhetorical device. The writer might first
admit that the opposing position has merit:

No reasonable observer of the corporate business world could disagree that
the leadership and vision of a company’s key executives is of great impor-
tance to the organization’s success.

Next, though, the writer would assert that the contrary position has even greater
merit:

Yet chief executives of our most successful corporations would no doubt
admit that without the cooperative efforts of their subordinates, their per-
sonal vision would never become reality.
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Put It All Together
Here again are the notes on Issue Statement 4. The test-taker has now numbered his
notes to indicate how he plans to organize his essay:

PRO CON

11 � self-interest rules
ind. & bus.

� e.g. auto emissions
� but nations too

14 � environ. problems too
widespread for
ind. & bus.

� but nations must
cooperate

12 � lawmakers pander( � but accountable
to voters

� enforcement problems
� e.g. bus. relocate

13 � bureaucratic problems
� e.g. delays
� e.g. compromises
� e.g. admin. expense
� but must put up

with problems to
save environ.

Notice that he has decided to begin and end the body of the essay with “pro” points,
possibly because he has weighed the pros and cons and thinks that these are the
strongest arguments. He probably intends to agree, at least on balance, with the
statement. Also notice that he plans to discuss two distinct “cons” in the same
paragraph (2), possibly because he doesn’t have enough to say about them to justify
devoting an entire paragraph to either one alone.

Now here’s a full length essay on Issue Statement 4, which pulls together the
techniques you learned up to this point. It is about 430 words long—a bit longer than
average, but still realistic for a 45-minute limit. Certain words and phrases that you
might use in almost any Issue essay are underlined to help you see how the ideas flow
naturally and persuasively from one to the next. (Remember, though, that the GRE’s
built-in word processor does not provide for underlining.) Notice the following features
of the essay, which together boost the essay to the highest score level:

� The essay expresses overall but qualified agreement with the statement, a
thoughtful viewpoint that shows that the writer recognizes the issue’s complexity.

� The body of the essay begins and ends with pro arguments for rhetorical impact.
The con arguments are positioned between them.

� For each of the con arguments (third and fourth paragraphs), the writer immedi-
ately responds with persuasive counterpoints.

Notice also that the writer tried to stick to his outline but also remained flexible as
new ideas for content or organization occurred to him. For example, he repositioned
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certain points from the original outline. Additionally, the writer didn’t incorporate
every point from his outline, perhaps because he simply didn’t have time in 30
minutes to cover all of them.

Essay (Issue Statement 4)

In asserting that government regulation is the “best” way to ensure envi-
ronmental protection, the speaker fails to acknowledge certain problems
inherent with government regulation. Nevertheless, I agree with the
statement to the extent that exclusive reliance on individual or business
volunteerism would be naive and imprudent, especially considering the
stakes involved.

Experience tells us that individuals and private corporations tend to act in
their own short-term economic and political interest, not on behalf of the
environment or the public at large. For example, current technology makes
possible the complete elimination of polluting emissions from automobiles.
Nevertheless, neither automobile manufacturers nor consumers are willing
or able to voluntarily make the short-term sacrifices necessary to accom-
plish this goal. Only the government holds the regulatory and enforcement
power to impose the necessary standards and to ensure that we achieve
these goals.

Admittedly, government penalties do not guarantee compliance with envi-
ronmental regulations. Businesses often attempt to avoid compliance by
concealing their activities, lobbying legislators to modify regulations, or
moving operations to jurisdictions that allow their environmentally harmful
activities. Others calculate the cost of polluting, in terms of punishment,
then budget in advance for anticipated penalties and openly violate the law.
However, this behavior only serves to underscore the need for government
intervention, because left unfettered this type of behavior would only exac-
erbate environmental problems.

One must admit as well that government regulation, environmental or
otherwise, is fraught with bureaucratic and enforcement problems. Regu-
latory systems inherently call for legislative committees, investigations, and
enforcement agencies, all of which add to the tax burden on the citizens
whom these regulations are designed to protect. Also, delays typically asso-
ciated with bureaucratic regulation can thwart the purpose of the regula-
tions, because environmental problems can quickly become grave indeed.
However, given that unjustifiable reliance on volunteerism is the only alter-
native, government regulation seems necessary. Moreover, such delays seem
trivial when we consider that many environmental problems carry not only
a real threat to public health but also a potential threat to the very survival
of the human species.

Finally, environmental issues inherently involve public health and are far
too pandemic in nature for individuals or even businesses to solve on their
own. Many of the most egregious environmental violations traverse state
and sometimes national borders. Individuals and businesses have neither
the power nor the resources to address these widespread hazards.

In the final analysis, only the authority and scope of power that a gov-
ernment possesses can ensure the attainment of agreed-upon environ-
mental goals. Since individuals are unable and businesses are by nature
unwilling to assume this responsibility, government must do so.
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Structuring Your Essay for Rhetorical Effectiveness
So far, we’ve covered the basic strategy of starting the body of your essay with your
best argument and finishing with your second-best argument, sandwiching your other
arguments in between the two. We also saw, in the preceding essay, how you can adapt
this strategy to a two-column list of pros and cons, alternating the two types of
arguments.

Clearly, the way in which you arrange your ideas into paragraphs can make a big
difference in how persuasive your final essay is. To score as high as possible on your
GRE Issue task, you may want to consider alternative structures as well. The ways in
which you can organize an Issue essay are limitless—but for our purposes, let’s look at
four fundamental structures that cover most situations. Take a look at the following
templates (brackets indicate optional elements).

ESSAY STRUCTURE 1

In a case where you have more reasons or examples supporting your position than
against it, try the following structure to acknowledge one strong argument against
your position:

1st paragraph: One reason and/or example supporting your position

2nd paragraph: A second reason and/or example supporting your position

[3rd paragraph: A third reason and/or example supporting your position]

Final paragraph: Chief counterargument » rebuttal

ESSAY STRUCTURE 2

If you have better reasons and/or examples supporting your position than against it,
try this structure to acknowledge one or more strong arguments against your position:

1st paragraph: Chief counterargument

[Next paragraph: A second counterargument]

Next paragraph: One reason and/or example supporting your position

[Next paragraph: A second reason and/or example supporting your position]

ESSAY STRUCTURE 3

If the arguments for and against the statement’s position are equally strong—that is,
if it all depends on the area under consideration—try the following structure to
balance the essay:

1st paragraph (or 1st and 2nd paragraphs): Area(s) or examples supporting one
position

2nd paragraph (or 3rd and 4th paragraphs): Area(s) or examples supporting the
contrary position
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ESSAY STRUCTURE 4

Finally, try this structure if you need to address two or more reasons supporting an
opposing position, each one in turn:

1st paragraph (or 1st and 2nd paragraphs): Counterargument » rebuttal

2nd paragraph (or 3rd and 4th paragraphs): Counterargument » rebuttal

[Next paragraph: Counterargument » rebuttal]

ISSUE TASK STRATEGIES
Here’s a quick rundown of our very best advice for composing a GRE Issue essay.
Some of these tips reiterate suggestions we’ve already made in this chapter, but
they’re well worth reviewing. Apply these points of advice to the practice tests in this
book and then review them again, just before exam day.

Adopt a Viewpoint . . . Any Viewpoint
It’s perfectly acceptable to agree or disagree strongly with an Issue statement. Don’t
worry that your position may appear somewhat radical or even completely out of the
mainstream.As long as you provide sound reasons and relevant examples to justify your
strong viewpoint, you’re following the directives for this section of the GRE. However,
always try to qualify the statement by considering ways in which the statement may or
may not be true.

Explain How Your Examples Support Your Viewpoint
Anyone can list a string of examples and claim that they illustrate a point. But GRE
readers are looking for incisive analysis, not fast typing. For each example you cite,
make sure you tell the reader how that example supports the point you’re trying to
make. Otherwise, your argument will be unconvincing and your score might suffer as a
result.

Appeal to Reason, Not Emotion
Avoid inflammatory statements and don’t preach or proselytize. Approach the Issue
writing task as an intellectual exercise in which you dispassionately argue for a certain
viewpoint. Although it’s fine to take a strong stand, don’t use the exam as a forum for
explaining your personal belief system. It’s perfectly appropriate to criticize particular
behavior, policies, or viewpoints as operating against the best interest of an individual,
a community, or a society, but refrain from condemning or extolling based on personal
moral grounds. Also avoid demagoguery (an appeal to prejudice or emotion) and
jingoism (excessive patriotism).

Spare the Reader Rote Facts and Technical Details
The Issue essay is not like the TV show Jeopardy! or the board game Trivial Pursuit. You
don’t score points simply by recounting statistics, compiling long lists, or conjuring up
little-known facts. Don’t try to impress the reader with your technical knowledge of a
particular subject, and resist the temptation to use the Issue essay as a forum to
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recapitulate your senior-year thesis. This is not the place to convince the reader of your
firm grasp of the finest points of foreign policy, macroeconomic theory, or developmental
psychology. That’s what your GPA and undergraduate transcripts are for.

Avoid Obvious and Hackneyed Examples
Many GRE test-takers will rely heavily on today’s headlines and on history’s most
illustrious and notorious figures. If you can, avoid relying on these obvious examples.
Try to dig a bit deeper and show the reader that you have a broader, more literate
perspective.

Don’t Dwell on One Point; but Don’t Try to Cover Everything, Either
Avoid harping on one particular point of argument that you believe is the most
convincing, the one that you know most about, or the one that best illustrates your point.
Try to cover as many points in your outline as possible in the time allotted, devoting no
more than one paragraph to each. On the other hand, don’t attempt to cover every single
point you come up with about the issue; if you try, you’re likely to become frustrated or
even panic as the testing clock ticks away. Remember: The GRE essay readers under-
stand your time constraints, so don’t worry if you’re forced to leave the secondary and
more tangential points on your scratch paper. Stick to your outline, ration your time,
and you’ll do fine.

Keep It Simple; the Reader Will Reward You for It
Don’t make the Issue writing task more onerous than it needs to be for you to attain a
solid score. Keep your sentences clear and simple. Use a straightforward structure for
your essay. Avoid using “fancy” words just to impress the reader. Don’t waste time
figuring out ways to come across as exceedingly brilliant or eloquent. And by all means,
don’t waste brainpower or keystrokes trying to be clever or humorous. Trying to dazzle
the essay reader with your amazing wit and wisdom is not the way to score high.

Appear Organized and in Control of the Task
Use every tool at your disposal to show the reader that you can write well under
pressure. Use logical paragraph breaks—one after your introduction, one after each of
your main points, and one before your concluding paragraph. Present your main points
in a logical, easy-to-follow sequence. (If you don’t get it right the first time, you can use
the word processor’s cut-and-paste feature to rearrange your ideas.) If done right, your
essay’s “bookends”—the introductory and concluding sentences—can help you appear
organized and in control. Make sure they’re consistent with each other and that they
reveal your viewpoint and recap the reasons for your viewpoint.

Quality Counts, Not Quantity
The only restriction on your essay’s length is the practical one that a 45-minute time
limit imposes. But you may wonder: Do readers prefer brief or longer Issue essays? The
answer: It all depends on the essay’s quality. A lengthy essay that’s articulate and
includes many insightful ideas that are well supported by examples will score higher
than a briefer essay that lacks substance. On the other hand, an essay that’s concise and
to the point can be more effective than a long-winded or rambling one. Don’t worry about
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the word length of your essay. GRE readers don’t count words. As long as you
incorporate all the suggested elements you learned about in this chapter, you don’t need
to worry about length. It’s quality, not quantity, that counts.

Remember Your Primary Objectives
The official scoring criteria for the Issue essay boils down to five questions that you
should keep in mind during the 45 minutes of formulating and writing your essay:

Do I have a clear point of view on the issue?

Am I supporting my point of view with sound reasons and relevant examples?

Have I considered ways in which the statement may or may not be true?

Do I have in mind a clear, logical structure for presenting my ideas?
Once you can confidently answer “Yes” to each of these questions, start
composing your essay. When you’ve finished your draft, ask yourself the same
four questions, along with this fifth one:

Have I demonstrated good grammar, diction, and syntax?

If you can answer “Yes” to all five questions, be assured that you’ve produced a solid,
high-scoring Issue essay.

PART III: Analytical Writing100
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............................................................................................

www.petersons.com/graduateschools
https://ieltstep.com



SUMMING IT UP
� The Issue writing task comes either immediately before or after the Argument

writing task on the GRE. It consists of one essay, for which you have 45 minutes.
Your job is to adopt, present, and develop your own viewpoint on a given Issue
statement, considering various perspectives on the issue at hand.

� Follow the 7-step plan in this chapter to score high on this essay. Give yourself
time before you begin writing to organize your thoughts, and time after you’re
finished writing to fine-tune your essay.

� To score high on the Issue writing task, practice writing essays in which you work
on these techniques: present ways in which the statement presented may or may
not be true, think about the “pros” and “cons” of the statement, develop rhetorical
techniques, and structure your essay for highest effectiveness.

� Follow and review the Issue task strategies in this chapter and apply them to this
book’s Practice Tests. Then review them again just before exam day.
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The Argument Task

OVERVIEW
� Key facts about the GRE Argument task

� The 7-step plan

� Tips for spotting common reasoning flaws

� Argument task strategies

� Summing it up

In this chapter, you’ll find out how to write an effective GRE Argument essay.
First, you’ll learn a step-by-step approach to brainstorming, organizing, com-
posing, and fine-tuning your Argument essay, all within the exam’s 30-minute
time limit. By following this step-by-step plan, you’ll attain a better-than-
average Argument task score of at least 4 on the 0–6 scale.

Then, later in the chapter, you’ll focus on the most common types of reasoning
flaws in GRE Arguments. You’ll learn how to recognize and handle each type,
since this is the skill that separates the best Argument essays—those earning
a score of 5 or 6—from all the others.

At the end of the chapter, you’ll review the keys to writing a high-scoring GRE
Argument essay.

KEY FACTS ABOUT THE GRE ARGUMENT TASK
You first looked at the Argument writing task in Chapter 2 and in this book’s
Diagnostic Test. Here’s a quick review of key facts about this component of GRE
Analytical Writing.

Where: Either immediately before or after the Issue writing task (the two
Analytical Writing tasks come at the beginning of the exam, before all Quan-
titative and Verbal Reasoning sections)

How Many: One essay

Time Allowed: 30 minutes

General Directive: You write an essay in which you discuss how well-
reasoned you find a particular Argument—specifically, the following four
aspects (1 and 2 are primary tasks):

The Argument’s unsubstantiated or unreasonable assumptions

Problems with the Argument’s internal logic or line of reasoning
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How the Argument can be strengthened (optional)

What additional information is needed to better evaluate the Argument (optional)

Abilities Tested:

� Your ability to recognize unstated assumptions and other reasoning flaws in
arguments

� Your ability to communicate your critique of an argument cogently and effectively,
using relevant reasons and/or counter-examples

� Your ability to present your ideas in a cohesive, well-organized manner

� You ability to communicate your ideas adequately, using the conventions of
Standard Written English (but language, syntax, grammar, and writing
mechanics are not nearly as important as content and organization)

Other Key Facts:

� The Argument is presented in the form of a brief, paragraph-length quoted
statement from a fictitious source.

� Regardless of the specific Argument that the test presents, the directive (your
task) is always the same: Discuss how well-reasoned you find the argument.

� There is no prescribed or “correct” word length for an Argument essay.

� Scratch paper and pencils are provided (just as in the other exam sections).

� The system’s basic word processor has a simple cut-and-paste function but no
spell-checking or grammar-checking functions.

THE 7-STEP PLAN
For a high-scoring Argument essay, you need to accomplish the following basic
objectives:

� Identify and analyze the Argument’s key elements.

� Organize, develop, and express your critique in a coherent and logically con-
vincing manner.

� Support your ideas with sound reasons and examples.

� Demonstrate adequate control of the elements of Standard Written English
(grammar, syntax, and usage).

Thirty minutes isn’t much time to accomplish these tasks, so you need to use that time
wisely. This does not mean using every one of your 30 minutes to peck madly at the
keyboard, however. You should spend some time first thinking about what you want to
write and how to organize your ideas. You should also allocate at least the final few of
your 30 minutes to proofread and fine-tune your essay.

Here’s the 7-step plan (with suggested time for each step) to help you budget your
time so you can accomplish all four objectives listed above within 30 minutes:

Read the Argument and identify its conclusion(s) (1 minute).
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Examine the Argument’s evidence and determine how strongly it supports the
conclusion(s) (3 minutes).

Organize and prioritize your points of critique (1 minute).

Compose a brief introductory paragraph (2 minutes).

Compose the body of your essay (16 minutes).

Compose a final paragraph (2 minutes).

Proofread for mechanical problems (5 minutes).

By following the suggested times for each step, you’ll spend about 5 minutes planning
your essay, 20 minutes writing, and 5 minutes proofreading it.

In the following pages, we’ll go through each of these steps using the following
GRE-style Argument prompt (remember, the directive is the same regardless of the
Argument statement).

Step 1: Read the Argument and Identify Its Conclusion(s) (1 minute)
Argument Statement 1 (followed by the directive)

The following appeared in a memo from the manager of UpperCuts hair
salon:

“According to a nationwide demographic study, more and more people today
are moving from suburbs to downtown areas. In order to boost sagging
profits at UpperCuts, we should take advantage of this trend by relocating
the salon from its current location in Apton’s suburban mall to downtown
Apton, while retaining the salon’s decidedly upscale ambiance. Besides,
Hair-Dooz, our chief competitor at the mall, has just relocated downtown
and is thriving at its new location, and the most prosperous hair salon in
nearby Brainard is located in that city’s downtown area. By emulating the
locations of these two successful salons, UpperCuts is certain to attract
more customers.”

Discuss how well-reasoned you find this argument.

Step 2: Examine the Argument’s Evidence and Determine How
Strongly It Supports the Conclusion(s) (3 minutes)
Most GRE Arguments contain at least two or three items of information (or evidence)
supporting their conclusion(s). Identify these items, label them, and jot them down on
your scratch paper. Argument Statement 1 contains three distinct items of evidence:

Evidence Item 1

“According to a nationwide demographic study, more and more people today
are moving from suburbs to downtown areas.”

Evidence Item 2

“Hair-Dooz, our chief competitor at the mall, has just relocated downtown
and is thriving at its new location.”
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Evidence Item 3

“[T]he most prosperous hair salon in nearby Brainard is located in that
city’s downtown area.”

Next, analyze each item to determine how much support it lends to the Argument’s
intermediate and final conclusions. The test directions that you’ll view just before
your Argument prompt will instruct you to look for unsubstantiated or unreasonable
assumptions on which the Argument’s conclusions depend. For example, an Argument
might rely on one of the following assumptions but fail to provide evidence to support
the assumption:

� An event that occurs after another one has been caused by the other (a false-
cause problem).

� Two things that are similar in one way are similar in other ways (a false-analogy
problem).

� A statistical sample of a group is representative of the group as a whole.

The test’s directions will also instruct you to check for problems with the Argument’s
internal logic—for example, the Argument is self-contradictory or employs circular
reasoning. Just as with your Issue essay, don’t filter your ideas during the crucial
brainstorming step. Just put them all down on paper for the time being; you’ll sort
them out in step 3.

Here’s what a test-taker’s notes for Argument Statement 1 might look like after a few
minutes of brainstorming:

inter. concl.�UC will gain customers downtown
final concl.�UC will improve profits downtown

� demog. study�is Apton typical? no trend
reverse trend

� success of HD�is location key? marketing
key stylist

� success of B salon�downtown location key?
�is Apton like Brainard? (demog.)

� other problems
�relocation expenses offset revenues
�UC must establish new clientele
�competition from HD

(suff. demand for both salons?)
�demand for �upscale� salon downtown?

PART III: Analytical Writing106
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...............................................................................................

TIP
Without exception, each

Argument in the official GRE

exam pool contains at least

three or four distinct

assumptions or other

problems—that’s how the

test-makers design them.

Make sure you review the

section of this chapter where

we examine in detail the most

common GRE Argument flaws.

www.petersons.com/graduateschools
https://ieltstep.com



Step 3: Organize and Prioritize Your Points of Critique (1 minute)
Using your notes from step 2 as a guide, arrange your ideas into paragraphs (probably
three or four, depending on the number of problems built into the Argument). Take a
minute to consider whether any of the flaws you identified overlap, and whether you can
separate any of them into two distinct problems. In many cases, the best way to organize
your points of critique is to put them in the same order in which the reasoning problems
arise in the Argument itself.

As with the Issue essay, you can probably use your notes as your outline, numbering
them according to how they’d most logically arise in discussion. Here’s how the
test-taker’s notes for Argument Statement 1 look after she organizes them. (The
arrows indicate where she intends to discuss a point; “[FC]” refers to final conclusion.)

inter. concl.  UC will gain customers downtown
final concl.  UC will improve profits  downtown
11 .demog. study  is Apton typical?

 no trend
 reverse
 trend

12 .success of HD is location key?
marketing
key  stylist

13 .success  of  B  salon downtown location key?
is Apton like Brainard?
(demog.).otherproblems

[FC] 14  relocation expenses  offset   revenues
 UC must establish  new   clientele

( competition from HD
(suff.  demand   for    both     salons?)

 demand for  upscale salon downtown?

Step 4: Compose a Brief Introductory Paragraph (2 minutes)
Now that you’ve planned your essay, you have to compose it. Don’t waste time repeating
the quoted Argument; the reader is already familiar with it and is interested in your
critique, not your transcribing skills. Here are the three things you should try to
accomplish in your initial paragraph:

Identify the Argument’s final conclusion.

Describe briefly the Argument’s line of reasoning and evidence in support of its
conclusion.

Allude generally to the problems with the Argument’s line of reasoning and use of
evidence.
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You can probably accomplish all three task in two or three sentences. Here’s a concise
introductory paragraph of a response to Argument Statement 1:

Introductory Paragraph (Argument Statement 1)

Citing a general demographic trend and certain evidence about two other
hair salons, the manager of UpperCuts (UC) concludes here that UC should
relocate from suburban to downtown Apton in order to attract more cus-
tomers and, in turn, improve its profitability. However, the manager’s
argument relies on a series of unproven assumptions and is therefore uncon-
vincing as it stands.

Because your introductory sentences are the least important component of your essay,
you may want to consider holding off on composing the introduction until you’ve
completed your critique of the Argument. If you do this, and you start to run out of
time for your introduction, begin your essay with a sentence like one of the following
two, then delve right into your first point of critique—without a paragraph break:

This argument suffers from numerous flaws which, considered together,
render the conclusion that UpperCuts should relocate to downtown Apton
untenable. One such flaw involves . . . .

I find the argument for moving UpperCuts salon downtown specious at best,
because it relies on a series of unproven, and doubtful, assumptions. One
such assumption is that . . .

Step 5: Compose the Body of Your Essay (16 minutes)
As with the Issue essay, when you’re composing the body of your response, your chief
aim is to peck madly at your keyboard to get your orders from your brain and scratch
paper into the computer. Here’s what to keep in mind as you compose your body
paragraphs:

� Try to devote a separate paragraph to each major point of your critique—but be
flexible. Sometimes it makes more sense to discuss related points in the same
paragraph.

� Be sure that the first sentence of each paragraph conveys the essence of the
problem you’re dealing with in that paragraph.

� For each of the Argument’s assumptions, explain how the Argument relies on the
assumption. It might help to provide one or two examples or counterexamples (a
hypothetical scenario) that, if true, would undermine the assumption.

� Devote no more than three or four sentences to any one point in your outline.
Otherwise, you risk running out of time without discussing all of the Argument’s
major assumptions or other problems.

� Arrange your paragraphs so that your essay flows logically from one point to the
next.

� Don’t worry if you don’t have time to discuss every single point of critique or every
example you jotted down during step 2. Remember, GRE essay readers under-
stand your time constraint.

Here’s the body of a test-taker’s response to Argument Statement 1. As you read these
paragraphs, notice that each one addresses a distinct and critical assumption—a
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certain condition that must be true to justify one of the Argument’s conclusions. Also,
notice that each paragraph describes at least one scenario that, if true, would
undermine an assumption.

Four-Paragraph Body (Argument Statement 1)

One such assumption is that Apton reflects the cited demographic trend.
The mere fact that one hair salon has moved downtown hardly suffices to
show that the national trend applies to Apton specifically. For all we know,
in Apton there is no such trend, or perhaps the trend is in the opposite
direction, in which event the manager’s recommendation would amount to
especially poor advice.

Even assuming that downtown Apton is attracting more residents, relo-
cating downtown might not result in more customers for UC, especially if
downtown residents are not interested in UC’s upscale style and prices.
Besides, Hair-Dooz might draw potential customers away from UC, just as
it might have at the mall. Without ruling out these and other reasons why
UC might not benefit from the trend, the manager can’t convince me that
UC would attract more customers by moving downtown.

Even if there were a high demand for UC’s services in downtown Apton, an
increase in the number of patrons would not necessarily improve UC’s
profitability. UC’s expenses might be higher downtown, in which case it
might be no more, or perhaps even less, profitable downtown than at the
mall.

As for the Brainard salon, its success might be the result of factors that
don’t apply to UC. For example, perhaps the Brainard salon thrives only
because it is long established in downtown Brainard. Or perhaps hair salons
generally fare better in downtown Brainard than downtown Apton because
of demographic differences between the two areas. In short, the manager
simply cannot justify his proposal on the basis of the Brainard salon’s
success.

Step 6: Compose a Final Paragraph (2 minutes)
This step, like step 4, is not as crucial as the others, but providing a recap at the end of
yourArgument essay helps to demonstrate control over the writing task—so try to make
time to “wrap up” your analysis.

This paragraph is not the place to point out additional problems with the Argument.
Instead, we suggest two alternative approaches. One is to briefly touch on either (or
both) of the following, which the test’s directions indicate you may discuss at your
option.

How the Argument might be strengthened

What additional information is needed to evaluate the Argument

Here are two alternative final paragraphs for our UpperCuts essay, each of which
incorporates one of the two additional elements listed above.

� In short, the argument depends on certain unsubstantiated assumptions that
render it dubious at best. To strengthen the argument, the manager should
provide better evidence of a demographic shift toward downtown Apton and
provide clear evidence that the shift portends success there for an upscale salon.
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� In sum, the argument provides inadequate evidence for the assumptions on which
its conclusion depends. To better evaluate the argument, I would need to know (1)
why Hair-Dooz relocated; (2) what factors have contributed to the Brainard
salon’s success; (3) what factors other than location might have contributed to
UC’s sagging profits at the mall; and (4) what additional offsetting expenses UC
might incur at the new location.

Another approach to a final paragraph is to simply recapitulate the Argument’s
problems in two or three sentences. Here’s a final paragraph for our UpperCuts essay
that accomplishes this objective. Notice that it does not introduce any new points of
critique. Rather, it simply sums up the Argument’s major problems and stresses that
it is problematic.

� In sum, the argument relies on what might amount to two poor analogies between
UC and two other salons, as well as a sweeping generalization about demographic
trends that may or may not apply to Apton. Thus, even though the manager has
provided some scant evidence to support the recommendation, on balance I find
the argument unconvincing at best.

From beginning to end, including the introduction, this sample essay is about 400
words long—brief enough to plan and write in 30 minutes. It’s well organized, it
articulates the Argument’s major assumptions, it supports each point of critique with
sound reasoning and relevant examples, and it’s crisp, clear, and convincing. In short,
it contains all the elements of a successful GRE Argument essay.

Step 7: Proofread for Mechanical Problems (5 minutes)
Be sure to reserve time to check the flow of your essay. Pay special attention to the first
sentence of each paragraph, and check to see whether you should rearrange paragraphs
in a more logical sequence. Also, proofread for mechanical problems. Your Argument
essay, like your Issue essay, need not be flawless to earn a high score. GRE readers aren’t
looking for the occasional awkward sentence or minor errors in punctuation, spelling,
grammar, or diction, and you won’t lose points for them. Use whatever time you have left
after composing your essay to read it from start to finish and fix the most glaring
mechanical problems. Correct spelling errors only when they might prevent the reader
from understanding the point at hand. Don’t bother spending time correcting punctua-
tion, removing extra character spaces, or correcting minor spelling errors. Above all,
don’t get pulled into drastic rewriting.Accept that your essay is what it is; you don’t have
time to reshape it.
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TIPS FOR SPOTTING COMMON REASONING FLAWS
Remember, the main point of a GRE Argument is meant to be disputed. GRE test
designers intentionally incorporate into each Argument a number of reasoning flaws
that render it vulnerable to criticism.

How to Handle Common Reasoning Flaws
In a typical GRE Argument statement, you can find three or four distinct points for
critique. Here are the most common types of flaws in GRE Argument statements. If
you have time, try to review this list several times, so you can better brainstorm and
ferret out flaws in the actual GRE Argument statement.

� Confusing cause-and-effect with mere correlation or time sequence

� Drawing a weak analogy between two objects, causes, or ideas

� Relying on a potentially unrepresentative statistical sample

� Relying on a potentially unreliable survey or poll

� Assuming that a certain condition is necessary and/or sufficient for a specific
outcome

� Assuming that characteristics of a group apply to each group member (or
assuming the reverse: that characteristics of one group member apply to all
members)

� Assuming that all things remain unchanged over time

� Assuming that two courses of action are mutually exclusive

� Relying on undefined, vague, or ambiguous terms

� Relying on ambiguous or conflicting evidence

� Drawing an overly broad conclusion

� Arguing simultaneously for competing objectives

� Engaging in circular reasoning

CONFUSING CAUSE-AND-EFFECT WITH CORRELATION OR TIME SEQUENCE

Many GRE Arguments rely on the claim that certain events cause other certain
events. This so-called cause-and-effect claim might be based on either of these two
assumptions:

There is a significant correlation between the occurrence of two phenomena (both
phenomena generally occur together).

A temporal relationship exists between the two (one event occurred after the
other).

A significant correlation or a temporal relationship between two phenomena is one
indication of a cause-and-effect relationship between them. However, neither in itself
proves such a relationship. Unless the Argument also considers—and eliminates—all
other plausible causes of the presumed “result,” the Argument is vulnerable to
criticism. To show the essay reader that you understand this sort of false-cause
problem, you need to succeed at all three of the following tasks:
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Identify the false-cause problem (for example, as one of the Argument’s crucial
assumptions).

Elucidate by providing at least one or two examples of other possible causes.

Explain how the false-cause problem undermines the Argument.

Here’s an example of an Argument in which causation is confused with temporal
sequence, followed by a succinct and effective critique.

Argument Statement 2

The following appeared in the editorial section of a newspaper:

“Two years ago, State X enacted a law prohibiting environmental emissions
of certain nitrocarbon byproducts, on the basis that these byproducts have
been shown to cause Urkin’s disease in humans. Last year, fewer State X
residents reported symptoms of Urkin’s disease than in any prior year. Since
the law is clearly effective in preventing the disease, in the interest of public
health, this state should adopt a similar law.”

Response

The editorial infers that State X’s new law is responsible for the apparent
decline in the incidence of Urkin’s disease (UD) symptoms. However, the
editorial’s author ignores other possible causes of the decline; for example, a
new UD cure or new treatment for UD symptoms. Without eliminating
alternative explanations such as these, the author cannot justify either the
inference or the additional assertion that a similar law would be equally
effective in the author’s state.

DRAWING A WEAK ANALOGY BETWEEN TWO OBJECTS, CAUSES, OR IDEAS

A GRE Argument might draw a conclusion about one thing—say, a city, school, or
company—based on observation about a similar thing. In doing so, however, the
Argument assumes that because the two things are similar in certain respects, they
are similar in all respects, at least as far as the Argument is concerned. Unless the
Argument provides sufficient evidence to substantiate this assumption (and it won’t),
the Argument is vulnerable to criticism. The Argument cannot rely on these claims to
support its recommendation.

To show the GRE essay reader that you understand this problem, you need to
accomplish the following three tasks:

Identify the analogy as one of the Argument’s crucial assumptions.

Elucidate by providing at least one example of how the two things might differ.

Explain how these differences, which render the analogy weak, undermine the
Argument’s conclusion.

Here’s an Argument that contains a questionable analogy, followed by an effective
three-sentence analysis:
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Argument Statement 3

The following was part of a speech made by the principal of Valley High
School:

“Every year, Dunston High School wins the school district’s student Math
Super Bowl competition. The average salary of teachers at Dunston is
greater than at any other school in the district. Hence, for Valley High
students to improve their scores on the state’s standardized achievement
exams, Valley should begin awarding bonuses to Valley teachers whenever
Valley defeats Dunston in the Math Super Bowl.”

Response

The principal’s recommendation relies on what might be a poor analogy
between Dunston and Valley. Valley teachers may be less responsive than
Dunston teachers to monetary incentives, or Valley students might be less
gifted in math than Dunston students. In short, what might have helped
Dunston perform well at the Math Super Bowl would not necessarily help
Valley perform better either at the Super Bowl or on the state exams.

RELYING ON A POTENTIALLY UNREPRESENTATIVE STATISTICAL SAMPLE

A GRE Argument may cite statistics from a study, survey, or poll involving a “sample”
group, then draw a conclusion about a larger group or population that the sample
supposedly represents. To accurately reflect a larger population, though, the sample
needs to meet two requirements:

The sample must be a significantly sized portion or percentage of the overall
population.

The sample must represent the relevant characteristics of the overall population.

Arguments that cite statistics from studies, surveys, and polls often fail to establish
either of these two requirements. Of course, this failure is built into the Argument by
the GRE test designer, who is “inviting” you to question the reliability of the evidence.
To show the reader that you understand this problem, you need to accomplish the
following three tasks:

Identify the analogy as one of the Argument’s crucial assumptions.

Elucidate by providing at least one way in which the two things might differ.

Explain how these differences, which render the analogy weak, undermine the
Argument’s conclusion.

Here’s an Argument that relies on two potentially unrepresentative sample groups:
(1) new graduates from a certain state’s undergraduate programs, and (2) new
graduates from the state’s graduate-level programs. The response following it pro-
vides a brief but effective critique.

Argument Statement 4

The following was part of an article appearing in a national magazine:

“Our nation’s new college graduates will have better success obtaining jobs
if they do not pursue advanced degrees after graduation. After all, more
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than 90% of State X’s undergraduate students are employed full-time within
one year after they graduate, while less than half of State X’s graduate-level
students find employment within one year after receiving their graduate
degrees.”

Response

The argument fails to consider that State X’s new graduates might not be
representative of the nation’s graduates, especially if the former group
constitutes only a small percentage of the latter group. If it turns out, for
example, that State X’s undergraduate students are less motivated than the
nation’s average college student to pursue graduate-level study, then the
argument’s recommendation for all undergraduate students is unwar-
ranted.

RELYING ON A POTENTIALLY UNRELIABLE SURVEY OR POLL

As you just learned, a GRE Argument may draw some conclusion involving a group
based on statistical data about an insufficient or nonrepresentative sample of that
group. However, this is not the only potential problem with statistical data. If the
process of collecting the data is flawed, then the quality of the data is also ques-
tionable, rendering it “tainted” and therefore unreliable for drawing valid conclusions.
For survey or poll results to be reliable in quality:

� Responses must be truthful and accurate. If respondents have reason to provide
incomplete or false responses, the results are tainted and therefore unreliable.

� The data collection method must be unbiased. If responses aren’t mandatory or if
the survey’s form predisposes subjects to respond in certain ways, then the
results are tainted and therefore unreliable.

To show the GRE essay reader that you recognize and understand this problem, you
must accomplish the following three tasks:

Identify the problem as one of the Argument’s crucial assumptions.

Elucidate by providing at least one reason, based on the Argument’s information,
why the statistical data might be tainted.

Explain how the potentially tainted data can undermine the Argument’s
conclusion.

The following Argument relies on a survey that poses a potential bias and a credibility
problem. In a single paragraph, the response contains all three of these elements for
addressing each problem.

Argument Statement 5

The following appeared in a memo from the director of human resources at
Webco:

“Among Webco employees participating in our department’s most recent
survey, about half indicated that they are happy with our current four-day
workweek. These survey results show that the most effective way to
improve overall productivity at Webco is to allow each employee to choose
for himself or herself either a four-day or five-day workweek.”
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Response

The survey methodology is problematic in two respects. First, we are not
told whether the survey required that respondents choose their workweek
preference between the stated choices. If it did, the results might distort the
preferences of the respondents, who might very well prefer a work schedule
choice that wasn’t addressed on the survey. Secondly, we are not informed
whether survey responses were anonymous or even confidential. If they
weren’t, it’s possible that respondents may have answered in ways they
believed their superiors would approve of, regardless of whether these
answers were truthful. In either event, the survey results would be unre-
liable for the purpose of drawing conclusions about Webco employee prefer-
ences, let alone about how to improve overall productivity at Webco.

ASSUMING THAT A CERTAIN CONDITION IS NECESSARY AND/OR SUFFICIENT FOR A
SPECIFIC OUTCOME

A GRE Argument might recommend a certain course of action based on one or both of
the following claims:

� The course of action is necessary to achieve a desired result.

� The course of action is sufficient to achieve the desired result.

For the first claim to hold water, the Argument must provide evidence that no other
means of achieving the same result are available. For the second claim to be true, the
Argument must provide strong evidence that the proposed course of action by itself
would bring about the desired result. Lacking this sort of evidence, the Argument
cannot rely on these two claims to support its recommendation.

To show that you understand necessary-condition and sufficient-condition problems,
you must accomplish the following three tasks in your essay:

Identify the problem as one of the Argument’s crucial assumptions.

Elucidate by providing at least one example. For a necessary-condition problem,
suggest other means of achieving the stated objective. For a sufficient-condition
problem, suggest other conditions that might be necessary for the outcome.

Explain how the problem undermines the Argument’s conclusion.

Here’s an Argument that assumes that a certain condition is necessary for a certain
outcome. The response provides a brief, incisive analysis of the problem.

Argument Statement 6

The following appeared in a memo from a vice president at Toyco, which
operates a large chain of toy stores:

“Last year was the first year in which Playtime Stores, our main competitor,
sold more toys than Toyco. Playtime’s compensation for its retail sales force
is based entirely on their sales. If Toyco is to recapture its leadership
position in the toy-sales market, we must reestablish our former policy of
requiring all our retail associates to meet strict sales quotas in order to
retain their jobs.”
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Response

The argument assumes that the proposed compensation policy is the only
way that Toyco can once again sell more toys than Playtime. However, the
vice president fails to consider and rule out possible alternative means of
achieving this end; for example, opening new stores or adding new types of
toys to its stores’ merchandise, to name just a few. Until the vice president
does so, I will remain unconvinced that the proposed policy is a necessary
means for Toyco to recapture market leadership.

ASSUMING THAT CHARACTERISTICS OF A GROUP APPLY TO EACH GROUP MEMBER

A GRE Argument might point out a fact about a general group, such as students,
employees, or cities, to support a claim about a particular member of that group.
Conversely, the Argument might point out a fact about a particular group member to
support a claim about the entire group. In either case, unless the Argument supplies
clear evidence that the member is representative of the group as a whole or vice-versa,
the Argument is vulnerable to criticism.

To show that you understand a group-member problem, you must accomplish the
following three tasks in your essay:

Identify the problem as one of the Argument’s crucial assumptions.

Elucidate by providing at least one example of a way in which the member might
differ from the general group, or vice-versa.

Explain how those key differences, which refute the original assumption,
undermine the Argument’s conclusion.

Here’s an Argument that assumes that characteristics of a particular member of a
group apply to the group as a whole. The response shows how to handle the problem
in one succinct paragraph.

Argument Statement 7

The following is part of an article appearing in the entertainment section of
a local newspaper:

“At the local Viewer Choice video store, the number of available movies in
VHS format remains about the same as three years ago, even though the
number of available movies on DVD has increased tenfold in the same
period. People who predict that the VHS format will become obsolete are
mistaken, since demand for VHS movie rentals today clearly remains just as
strong as ever.”

Response

This argument assumes that Video Choice (VC) is typical of all video stores
as a group, but this isn’t necessarily the case. VC might carry far more VHS
tapes as a percentage of its total inventory than the average store. If so,
then the argument has failed to discredit the prediction for the industry as
a whole.
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ASSUMING THAT ALL THINGS REMAIN UNCHANGED OVER TIME

A GRE Argument might rely on evidence collected in the past to formulate a con-
clusion or recommendation about the present or the future. Similarly, an Argument
may rely on evidence about present conditions to make a prediction or recommen-
dation. Unless the Argument provides clear evidence that key circumstances have
remained or will remain unchanged over the relevant time period, the Argument is
vulnerable to criticism.

To address this problem, you must accomplish the following three tasks in your essay:

Identify the problem (that is, the assumption that all key circumstances remain
fixed over time).

Elucidate by providing examples of conditions that may change.

Evaluate the argument in light of the problem.

The following Argument provides evidence based on the past to draw a conclusion
about the present and future. The response addresses the problem in three sentences.

Argument Statement 8

The following appeared in a political campaign advertisement:

“Residents of this state should vote to elect Kravitz as state governor in the
upcoming election. During Kravitz’s final term as a state senator, she was a
member of a special legislative committee that explored ways the state can
reduce its escalating rate of violent crime. Elect Kravitz for governor, and
our cities’ streets will be safer than ever.”

Response

Assuming that at one time Kravitz was genuinely committed to fighting
violent crime, the ad infers a similar commitment today and in the future
while Kravitz serves as governor. But Kravitz might hold entirely different
views today, especially if her participation as a member of the committee
occurred some time ago. Lacking better evidence that as governor Kravitz
would continue to make crime-fighting a high priority, the ad cannot per-
suade me to vote for Kravitz based on her committee membership.

ASSUMING THAT TWO COURSES OF ACTION ARE MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE

An Argument might recommend one course of action over another to achieve the
stated objective without considering the possibility of pursuing both courses, which
might increase the likelihood of achieving the objective. Here’s a good example,
followed by a response that addresses the flaw.

Argument Statement 9

Rivertown’s historic Hill district was once one of the city’s main tourist
attractions. Recently, however, the district’s quaint, older shops and restau-
rants have had difficulty attracting patrons. To reverse the district’s decline
in tourism, Rivertown’s City Council intends to approve construction on a
new shopping center called Hill Hub on one of the district’s few remaining
vacant parcels. However, the city’s interests in attracting tourism revenue
would be better served were it to focus instead on restoring Hill district’s
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older buildings and waging a publicity campaign touting the historically
authentic character of the district.

Response

The argument seems to assume that the city must either approve the Hill
Hub project or engage in the restoration and publicity efforts that the
argument suggests, but not both. However, it provides no evidence that the
city must choose between the two courses of action rather than following
both. Lacking any such evidence, it is entirely possible that implementing
both plans would attract more tourism revenue for the district than imple-
menting either one alone.

RELYING ON UNDEFINED, VAGUE, OR AMBIGUOUS TERMS

An Argument might contain a statement, word, or phrase that carries more than one
possible meaning or is too vague to reasonably rely upon it for accurate conclusions.
Look for the words “some,” “many,” and “several” as replacements for precise per-
centages or numbers. Also be on the alert for references to particular classes, cat-
egories, or groups without a clear explanation of what they include or exclude. The
following provides an example of this error, with an effective response.

Argument Statement 10

A reliable recent study attests to the value of physical activity in increasing
the attention spans of young children. Accordingly, to improve the overall
learning levels among elementary school children in our state, the state’s
board of education should mandate a daily exercise regimen for students at
all state elementary schools.

Response

The argument does not indicate what types of “physical activity” the study
observed. For all I know, those activities amounted to play rather than a
recommended exercise “regimen,” which might seem more like work in
children’s eyes. Nor does the Argument indicate the age range of the “young
children” observed in the study. Perhaps the children were preschoolers,
whose attention spans might respond differently than school-age children to
certain types of physical activity. In short, before I can determine the extent
to which the study supports the recommendation, I need specific definitions
of these important terms.

RELYING ON AMBIGUOUS OR CONFLICTING EVIDENCE

A GRE Argument might provide evidence that supports one conclusion just as much
as it supports another. To the extent that the Argument draws either conclusion
without acknowledging the other possible conclusion, it is vulnerable to criticism.
Here’s an example, followed by an effective response:

Argument Statement 11

To boost sagging profits at UpperCuts hair salon, the salon’s owner should
relocate UpperCuts from its current location in Apton’s suburban mall to
downtown Apton, where it can take over the space occupied by another hair
salon that is going out of business. Hair-Dooz, UpperCuts’ chief competitor
at the mall, has just relocated to downtown and is thriving there. Besides, in
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neighboring Brainard, the most successful hair salon is located in that city’s
downtown area.

Response

The argument relies on conflicting evidence to reach its conclusion. While
the fact that two successful hair salons are located in downtown areas might
suggest that downtown business is thriving, the business failure of the salon
whose space UpperCuts intends to occupy suggests just the opposite.
Without additional information about the reason for that salon’s failure, the
argument for relocating downtown is uncompelling at best.

DRAWING AN OVERLY BROAD CONCLUSION

A GRE Argument’s conclusion might be well supported, but only to a certain extent, or
only with respect to a certain subclass. An Argument that fails to limit the degree or
scope of its conclusion in accordance with the evidence is vulnerable to criticism.
Here’s an example, followed by an effective response:

Argument Statement 12

Many snorers awaken frequently during sleep to catch their breath—often
so briefly that they are unaware that they are awake (a condition called
sleep apnea). As a result, they are too tired during normal waking hours to
exercise. Data collected during a recent study suggests, not surprisingly,
that snorers are more likely to gain weight than other people. Therefore,
any person who snores should try to eat less and exercise more than the
average person.

Response

The argument’s advice that “anyone who snores” should try to eat less and
exercise is unwarranted. It is entirely possible that some—perhaps even
most—snorers do not suffer from sleep apnea, are not too tired to exercise,
or do not in any event tend to gain weight. Without ruling out these
possibilities, the argument should be modified to expressly limit the advice
to those snorers whose snoring causes weight gain.

ARGUING SIMULTANEOUSLY FOR COMPETING OBJECTIVES

A GRE Argument might seek to achieve two distinct objectives that appear to compete
with each other. In other words, accomplishing one objective decreases the likelihood
of achieving the other. Here’s an example, followed by an effective response:

Argument Statement 13

A significant percentage of Harris County residents who receive unem-
ployment benefits from the state report that they would prefer to work but
have difficulty finding work for which they are qualified. Payment of these
benefits increases the economic burden on our state’s taxpayers, who of
course fund these benefits. In order to reduce this burden and to put more of
our state’s unemployed people to work, the state should provide additional
funding to Harris County for the purpose of establishing and administering
an adult job-training program.
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Response

The argument recommends additional state expenditures, presumably at
taxpayers’ expense, in the interest of putting more unemployed people to
work. In doing so, the argument essentially wants to have it both ways, but
it can’t. By establishing a job-training program, the state might alleviate
unemployment; at the same time, however, the additional expense of the
program would exacerbate the taxpayers’ economic burden. The argument
should be modified to either prioritize the two competing objectives or
explain how the two might be reconciled.

ENGAGING IN CIRCULAR REASONING

A GRE Argument might rely, at least partly, on its own line of reasoning to support
that very reasoning. This is known as circular reasoning or tautology; it’s sometimes
referred to as “begging the question.” Did you catch the circular reasoning in the
earlier argument about sleep apnea? Here’s the argument again, along with a
paragraph-length response that addresses its circular reasoning:

Argument Statement 14

Many snorers awaken frequently during sleep to catch their breath—often
so briefly that they are unaware that they are awake (a condition called
sleep apnea). As a result, they are too tired during normal waking hours to
exercise. Data collected during a recent study suggests, not surprisingly,
that snorers are more likely to gain weight than other people. Therefore,
any person who snores should try to eat less and exercise more than the
average person.

Response

The advice to exercise more is logically unsound. If a person with sleep
apnea is too tired to exercise as a result of losing sleep, then simply advising
that person to exercise begs the question: What should the person do to
eliminate the cause of the tiredness? Thus the speaker should determine the
cause of sleep apnea and modify the advice so that it targets that cause. Of
course, if it turns out that weight gain is one cause of snoring and sleep
apnea, then the speaker’s advice that snorers should try to eat less would
have considerable merit. Yet, without any evidence that this is the case, the
speaker’s advice might be at least partially ineffective in counteracting a
snorer’s tendency to gain weight.

ARGUMENT TASK STRATEGIES
Here’s a quick rundown of our very best advice for composing a GRE Argument essay.
Many of them reiterate suggestions we’ve already made in this chapter, but they’re
well worth reviewing. Apply these points of advice to the practice tests in this book,
and then review them again just before exam day.

Ferreting Out the Flaws Is Half the Battle
Built into each and every GRE Argument statement are at least three or four distinct
reasoning problems. That’s how the test-makers design them. To earn a high score,
your essay must first and foremost identify these problems. After you brainstorm and
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make notes, check to see how many major flaws you’ve isolated. If you haven’t picked
up at least three assumptions or problems with logic, then you can be fairly certain
that you’ve missed at least one. Read the Argument again more carefully. Even a few
words you overlooked the first time can be key.

Ration your time to be sure that you can let the reader know you’ve recognized each
and every problem listed in your notes. Don’t worry if 30 minutes isn’t enough time to
discuss each problem in detail. When it comes to analyzing GRE Arguments,
remember that breadth is better than depth.

Viewpoints and Opinions Don’t Matter
In sharp contrast to the Issue essay, your Argument essay is not the place to present
viewpoints or opinions about an issue that the Argument might touch upon. Instead,
your analysis must focus strictly on the Argument’s logical features and on how
strongly its evidence supports its conclusions. For instance, consider an Argument for
electing a certain political candidate because she has a record of being tough on crime.
In an Issue essay about the problem of violent crime, it would be highly appropriate to
present various viewpoints on this social issue, weighing alternative approaches to
the problem in general. But when you’re writing an Argument essay, such viewpoints
are irrelevant.

Support Every Point of Critique
You need to back up each point of your critique with at least one example or counter-
example that helps the reader see the particular flaw you’re pointing out. Keep your
examples and counterexamples hypothetical (“What if . . . ,” “Suppose that . . . ,” “It’s
possible that . . . ,” “Perhaps . . .”). You needn’t go into great detail; one or two
examples for each point of critique will suffice—but make sure each one is backed up
or your score might suffer.

What if you think you won’t have enough time to provide supporting detail for each
point of critique? Don’t despair. Look for two or three points that are related to the
same item of evidence (for example, those involving the same statistical survey). Then
plan to touch briefly on each one in the same paragraph. Grouping them together will
make sense to the reader, who may not notice what’s missing as much as the fact that
you’re very organized.

Don’t Look for the “Fatal Flaw”
Instead, treat every problem as a contributing cause. Avoid dwelling on one particular
flaw that you think is the most serious one, or on one realistic example or counterex-
ample that you think, if true, would spell certain death for the entire Argument. If you
do, you’ll risk running out of time. Don’t bother trying to rank flaws as more or less
serious, either. True, one particular flaw might be more damaging to an Argument
than others. But by identifying it as “the most serious problem with the Argument,”
you’re committing yourself to defending this claim above all others. Do you really have
time for this kind of analysis? No! Nor does the GRE reader expect or want this from
you. In short, you’re best off applying equal treatment to each of the Argument’s
problems.
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There’s No Need to Impress with Technical Terminology
Scholars in the academic fields of Critical Reasoning and Logic rely on all manner of
formal terminology for the kinds of reasoning flaws you’ll find in GRE Arguments. For
example, post hoc reasoning refers to a faulty construct best described as “after this,
therefore, because of this” reasoning. You won’t score any points with GRE readers by
tossing around such terminology in your Argument essay, however. Besides, if you use
a technical term, you should define it for the reader—and this only consumes precious
time.

Go with the Logical Flow
Try to organize your points of critique to reflect the Argument’s line of reasoning, from
its evidence and assumptions to its intermediate conclusion (if any), and then to its
final conclusion. Fortunately, most GRE Arguments are already organized this way, so
that your points of critique can simply follow the quoted Argument from beginning to
end. But don’t assume that this sequence will be the most logical one. Regardless of
the sequence of ideas in the quoted Argument, you should try to group all points of
critique involving the same item of evidence (for example, a statistical survey or
study). And of course, it’s logical to address problems involving the Argument’s
intermediate conclusion before those involving its final conclusion.

Appear Organized and in Control
As with the Issue essay, use every means at your disposal to show the reader that,
even when working under significant time pressure, you know how to organize your
ideas and convey them in writing. Use logical paragraph breaks, present your points
of critique in a logical sequence, and try to save time for brief introductory and
concluding paragraphs.

Remember Your Primary Objectives
The official scoring criteria for the Argument essay boil down to four questions that
you should keep in mind during the 30 minutes of formulating and writing your essay:

Have I clearly identified each of the Argument’s major assumptions or logic
problems according to the directive for the essay?

Can I support each point of my critique with at least one relevant example or
counterexample?

Do I have in mind a clear, logical structure for presenting my points of critique?
Once you can confidently answer “Yes” to each question, start composing your
essay. When you’ve finished your draft, ask yourself the same questions, along
with this fourth one:

Have I demonstrated good grammar, diction, and syntax?

If you can answer “Yes” to all four questions, be assured that you’ve produced a solid,
high-scoring Argument essay.
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SUMMING IT UP
� The Argument writing task comes immediately before or after the Issue writing

task on the GRE. It consists of one essay, for which you have 30 minutes. Your job
is to discuss how well-reasoned you find a particular Argument—specifically, its
unsubstantiated or unreasonable assumptions, problems with the Argument’s
internal logic or line of reasoning, how it might be strengthened (optional), and
what additional information is needed to better evaluate the Argument (optional).

� Follow the 7-step plan in this chapter to score high on this essay. Give yourself
time before you begin writing to organize your thoughts, and time after you’re
finished writing to fine-tune your essay.

� To score high on the Argument writing task, practice writing essays in which you
work on these techniques: identify and analyze the Argument’s key elements;
organize, develop, and express your critique in a coherent and logically con-
vincing manner; support your ideas with sound reasons and examples; and
demonstrate adequate control of the elements of Standard Written English
(grammar, syntax, and usage).

� Follow and review the Argument task strategies in this chapter and apply them
to this book’s Practice Tests. Then review them again just before exam day.
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Writing Style and
Mechanics

OVERVIEW
� Use rhetorical words and phrases

� Avoid empty rhetoric

� Use irony as a rhetorical device

� Use punctuation for emphasis

� Connect your ideas

� Use the language of critical reasoning properly

� Refer to yourself, the statement, or the argument—as needed

� Maintain proper tone and voice

� Vary sentence length and structure

� Write clearly and concisely

� Use language correctly and persuasively

� Summing it up

In the previous two chapters, you learned how to develop persuasive and
incisive ideas and how to organize your ideas so that they flow logically and
coherently in your GRE essays. Now that you’ve laid that foundation, it’s time
to pay close attention to how you express your ideas.

As you know by now, GRE essay readers place less weight on writing style and
mechanics than on content and organization. However, the way you write can
affect your GRE Analytical Writing score, especially if you’ve written an
otherwise borderline essay that leaves the reader trying to decide between a
higher or lower score, or if the reader has trouble understanding your ideas
because you’ve expressed them poorly. So, to ensure a high Analytical Writing
score, you need to make sure your essays are the following:

� Persuasive in style (by the effective use of rhetorical devices)

� Appropriate in tone and “voice” for graduate-level writing

� Varied in sentence length and structure (to add interest and to demon-
strate maturity in writing style)

� Clear and concise (easy to follow, and direct rather than wordy or verbose)

� Correct in diction, word usage, and idiom

� Correct in grammar and writing mechanics
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In the pages ahead, you’ll learn how to improve your GRE writing in the ways listed
above. Don’t worry if you don’t have a knack for writing effective prose. You can
improve your writing for the GRE, even if your time is short.

USE RHETORICAL WORDS AND PHRASES
Here’s a reference list of rhetorical words and phrases categorized by function. You’ve
already encountered some of these items in the previous two chapters.

� To subordinate an idea: although it might appear that, admittedly

� To argue a position, thesis, or viewpoint: promotes, facilitates, provides a
strong impetus, directly, furthers, accomplishes, achieves, demonstrates, sug-
gests, indicates

� To argue for a solution or direction based on a commonly held standard
(such as public policy): ultimate goal/objective/purpose, overriding, primary
concern, subordinate, subsumed

� To refute, rebut, or counter a proposition, theory, or viewpoint: however,
closer scrutiny reveals, upon closer inspection/examination, a more thorough
analysis, in reality, actually, viewed more closely, viewed from another per-
spective, further observation shows

� To point out problems with a proposition, theory, or viewpoint: however,
nevertheless, yet, still, despite, of course, serious drawbacks, problematic, coun-
tervailing factors

� To argue against a position or viewpoint: undermines, thwarts, defeats, runs
contrary to, fails to achieve/promote/accomplish, is inconsistent with, impedes

� To argue that the merits of one position outweigh those of another: on
balance, on the whole, all things considered, in the final analysis

AVOID EMPTY RHETORIC
Many test-takers try to mask weak ideas by relying on strong rhetoric. But use
caution when you use words and phrases such as these for emphasis:

clearly absolutely definitely
without a doubt nobody could dispute that extremely
positively emphatically unquestionably
certainly undeniably without reservation

Although such phrases are perfectly acceptable, remember that by themselves, they
add no substance to your ideas. Be sure that you have convincing reasons and/or
examples to back up your rhetoric.
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NOTE
While these advanced tips

can certainly help you score

higher on your GRE essays,

refinement and maturity in

writing style come mainly with

practice. Make sure you apply

what you learn here to the

Practice Tests at the end of

this book.
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  1. What is the ISBN of the book you have purchased? (The ISBN can be found on the book’s back
cover in the lower right-hand corner. ) ______________________

  2. Where did you purchase this book?
� Retailer, such as Barnes & Noble
� Online reseller, such as Amazon.com
� Petersons.com
� Other (please specify) _____________________________

  3. If you purchased this book on Petersons.com, please rate the following aspects of your online
purchasing experience on a scale of 4 to 1 (4 = Excellent and 1 = Poor).

4 3 2 1

Comprehensiveness of Peterson’s
Online Bookstore page � � � �

Overall online customer
experience � � � �

  4. Which category best describes you?
� High school student
� Parent of high school student
� College student
� Graduate/professional student
� Returning adult student

Peterson’s
Book Satisfaction Survey

Give Us Your Feedback
Thank you for choosing Peterson�s as your source for personalized solutions for your education and career
achievement. Please take a few minutes to answer the following questions. Your answers will go a long way in
helping us to produce the most user-friendly and comprehensive resources to meet your individual needs.

When completed, please tear out this page and mail it to us at:

Publishing Department
Peterson�s, a Nelnet company
2000 Lenox Drive
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

You can also complete this survey online at www.petersons.com/booksurvey.

� Teacher
� Counselor
� Working professional/military
� Other (please

specify) _______________________

  5. Rate your overall satisfaction with this book.

Extremely Satisfied Satisfied Not Satisfied

� � �
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