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Introduction

Prepare for the exam with practice tests from Cambridge

Inside you’ll find four authentic examination papers from Cambridge University Press &
Assessment. They are the perfect way to practise - EXACTLY like the real exam.

Why are they unique?

All our authentic practice tests go through the same design process as the IELTS test. We
check every single part of our practice tests with real students under exam conditions, to
make sure we give you the most authentic experience possible.

Students can take these tests on their own or with the help of a teacher to familiarise
themselves with the exam format, understand the scoring system and practise exam technique.

Further information

IELTS is jointly managed by the British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia and Cambridge
University Press & Assessment. Further information can be found on the IELTS official
website at ielts.org.

WHAT IS THE TEST FORMAT?

IELTS consists of four components. All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking
tests. There is a choice of Reading and Writing tests according to whether a candidate is
taking the Academic or General Training module.

Academic General Training

For candidates wishing to study at For candidates wishing to migrate to an
undergraduate or postgraduate levels, | English-speaking country (Australia, Canada,
and for those seeking professional New Zealand, UK), and for those wishing to
registration. train or study below degree level.

4 www.ieltstep.con



Introduction

The test components are taken in the following order:

Listening
4 parts, 40 items, approximately 30 minutes
Academic Reading General Training Reading
3 sections, 40 items or 3 sections, 40 items
60 minutes 60 minutes
Academic Writing General Training Writing
2 tasks or 2 tasks
60 minutes 60 minutes
Speaking

11 to 14 minutes

Total (Maximum) Test Time
2 hours 44 minutes

GENERAL TRAINING TEST FORMAT

Listening

This test consists of four parts, each with ten questions. The first two parts are concerned
with social needs. The first part is a conversation between two speakers and the second part
is a monologue. The final two parts are concerned with situations related to educational or
training contexts. The third part is a conversation between up to four people and the fourth
part is a monologue.

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, matching, plan/map/
diagram labelling, form completion, note completion, table completion, flowchart completion,
summary completion, sentence completion and short-answer questions.

Candidates hear the recording once only and answer the questions as they listen. Ten
minutes are allowed at the end for candidates to transfer their answers to the answer sheet.

Reading

This test consists of 3 sections with 40 questions. The texts are taken from notices,
advertisements, leaflets, newspapers, instruction manuals, books and magazines. The
first section contains texts relevant to basic linguistic survival in English, with tasks mainly
concerned with providing factual information. The second section focuses on the work
context and involves texts containing more complex language. The third section involves
reading more extended texts, with a more complex structure, but with the emphasis on
descriptive and instructive rather than argumentative texts.

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, identifying information
(True/False/Not Given), identifying the writer’s views/claims (Yes/No/Not Given), matching
information, matching headings, matching features, matching sentence endings, sentence

www.ieltstep.con 5



Introduction

completion, summary completion, note completion, table completion, flowchart completion,
diagram-label completion and short-answer questions.

Writing

This test consists of two tasks. It is suggested that candidates spend about 20 minutes on
Task 1, which requires them to write at least 150 words, and 40 minutes on Task 2, which
requires them to write at least 250 words. Task 2 contributes twice as much as Task 1 to the
Writing score.

In Task 1, candidates are asked to respond to a given situation with a letter requesting
information or explaining the situation. They are assessed on their ability to engage in
personal correspondence, elicit and provide general factual information, express needs,
wants, likes and dislikes, express opinions, complaints, etc.

In Task 2, candidates are presented with a point of view, argument or problem. They
are assessed on their ability to provide general factual information, outline a problem
and present a solution, present and justify an opinion, and evaluate and challenge ideas,
evidence or arguments.

Candidates are also assessed on their ability to write in an appropriate style. More
information on assessing the Writing test, including Writing assessment criteria
(public version), is available at ielts.org.

Speaking

This test takes between 11 and 14 minutes and is conducted by a trained examiner.
There are three parts:

Part 1

The candidate and the examiner introduce themselves. Candidates then answer general
questions about themselves, their home/family, their job/studies, their interests and a wide
range of similar familiar topic areas. This part lasts between four and five minutes.

Part 2

The candidate is given a task card with prompts and is asked to talk on a particular topic.
The candidate has one minute to prepare and they can make some notes if they wish,
before speaking for between one and two minutes. The examiner then asks one or two
questions on the same topic.

Part 3

The examiner and the candidate engage in a discussion of more abstract issues which are
thematically linked to the topic in Part 2. The discussion lasts between four and five minutes.
The Speaking test assesses whether candidates can communicate effectively in English.
The assessment takes into account Fluency and Coherence, Lexical Resource, Grammatical
Range and Accuracy, and Pronunciation. More information on assessing the Speaking test,

including Speaking assessment criteria (public version), is available at ielts.org.

6 www.ieltstep.con



Introduction

HOW IS IELTS SCORED?

IELTS results are reported on a nine-band scale. In addition to the score for overall language
ability, IELTS provides a score in the form of a profile for each of the four skills (Listening,
Reading, Writing and Speaking). These scores are also reported on a nine-band scale. All
scores are recorded on the Test Report Form along with details of the candidate’s nationality,
first language and date of birth. Each Overall Band Score corresponds to a descriptive
statement which gives a summary of the English-language ability of a candidate classified at
that level. The nine bands and their descriptive statements are as follows:

9  Expert user — Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate
and fluent with complete understanding.

8 Very good user — Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional
unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in
unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well.

7  Good user — Has operational command of the language, though with occasional
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally
handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.

6 Competent user — Has generally effective command of the language despite some
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly
complex language, particularly in familiar situations.

5 Modest user — Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning
in most situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle
basic communication in own field.

4  Limited user — Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent
problems in understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language.

3  Extremely limited user — Conveys and understands only general meaning in very
familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communication occur.

2 Intermittent user — Has great difficulty understanding spoken and written English.

1  Non-user — Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few
isolated words.

0 Did not attempt the test — Did not answer the questions.

www.ieltstep.con



Introduction

MARKING THE PRACTICE TESTS

Listening and Reading

The answer keys are on pages 123-130.
Each question in the Listening and Reading tests is worth one mark.

Questions which require letter | Roman numeral answers

For questions where the answers are letters or Roman numerals, you should write only the
number of answers required. For example, if the answer is a single letter or numeral, you
should write only one answer. If you have written more letters or numerals than are required,
the answer must be marked wrong.

Questions which require answers in the form of words or numbers

e Answers may be written in upper or lower case.

e Words in brackets are optional — they are correct, but not necessary.

e Alternative answers are separated by a slash (/).

e |If you are asked to write an answer using a certain number of words and/or (a) number(s),
you will be penalised if you exceed this. For example, if a question specifies an answer
using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS and the correct answer is ‘black leather coat’,
the answer ‘coat of black leather’ is incorrect.

¢ In questions where you are expected to complete a gap, you should only transfer the

necessary missing word(s) onto the answer sheet. For example, to complete ‘in the ...’

where the correct answer is ‘morning’, the answer ‘in the morning’ would be incorrect.

All answers require correct spelling (including words in brackets).

Both US and UK spelling are acceptable and are included in the answer key.

All standard alternatives for numbers, dates and currencies are acceptable.

All standard abbreviations are acceptable.

You will find additional notes about individual answers in the answer key.

Writing

The sample answers are on pages 131-139. It is not possible for you to give yourself a mark
for the Writing tasks. We have provided high-level model answers written by examiners, with

commentaries. Additional sample and model answers can be downloaded from the Resource
Bank. These sample and model answers will give you an insight into what is required for the

Writing test.

8 www.ieltstep.con
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HOW SHOULD YOU INTERPRET YOUR SCORES?

At the end of each Listening and Reading answer key you will find a chart which will help
you assess whether, on the basis of your practice test results, you are ready to take the
IELTS test.

In interpreting your score, there are a number of points you should bear in mind. Your
performance in the real IELTS test will be reported in two ways: there will be a Band Score
from 1 to 9 for each of the components and an Overall Band Score from 1 to 9, which
is the average of your scores in the four components. However, institutions considering
your application are advised to look at both the Overall Band Score and the Band Score for
each component in order to determine whether you have the language skills needed for a
particular course of study or work environment. For example, if you are applying for a course
which involves a lot of reading and writing, but no lectures, listening skills might be less
important and a score of 5 in Listening might be acceptable if the Overall Band Score was 7.
However, for a course which has lots of lectures and spoken instructions, a score of 5 in
Listening might be unacceptable even though the Overall Band Score was 7.

Once you have marked your tests, you should have some idea of whether your listening
and reading skills are good enough for you to try the IELTS test. If you did well enough in
one component, but not in others, you will have to decide for yourself whether you are ready
to take the test.

The practice tests have been checked to ensure that they are the same level of difficulty
as the real IELTS test. However, we cannot guarantee that your score in the practice tests
will be reflected in the real IELTS test. The practice tests can only give you an idea of your
possible future performance and it is ultimately up to you to make decisions based on
your score.

Different institutions accept different IELTS scores for different types of courses. We have
based our recommendations on the average scores which the majority of institutions accept.
The institution to which you are applying may, of course, require a higher or lower score than
most other institutions.

www.ieltstep.con
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Listening

PART 2 Questions 11-20
Questions 11-13

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

Becoming a volunteer for ACE

11 Why does the speaker apologise about the seats?

A  They are too small.
B There are not enough of them.
C Some of them are very close together.

12 What does the speaker say about the age of volunteers?

A The age of volunteers is less important than other factors.
B Young volunteers are less reliable than older ones.
C Most volunteers are about 60 vears old.

13 What does the speaker say about training?

A ltis continuous.
B Itis conducted by a manager.
C It takes place online.

Questions 14 and 15

Choose TWO letters, A-E.

Which TWO issues does the speaker ask the audience to consider before they apply to
be volunteers?

their financial situation
their level of commitment
their work experience
their ambition

their availability

moow>
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Test 1

Questions 16-20

What does the speaker suggest would be helpful for each of the following areas of
voluntary work?

Choose FIVE answers from the box and write the correct letter, A-G, next to
Questions 16-20.

Helpful things volunteers might offer
experience on stage
original, new ideas
parenting skills
an understanding of food and diet
retail experience

a good memory

GG M m O O W »

a good level of fitness

Area of voluntary work
16 Fundraising =
17 Litter collection
18 ‘Playmates’ @
19 Storyclub
20 Firstaid

12 -)‘B p- 123| l P- 104‘ www.ieltstep.con



Listening

PART 3 Questions 21-30

Questions 21-26

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

21

22

23

24

25

26

Talk on jobs in fashion design
What problem did Chantal have at the start of the talk?

A Her view of the speaker was blocked.
B She was unable to find an empty seat.
C The students next to her were talking.

What were Hugo and Chantal surprised to hear about the job market?

A It has become more competitive than it used to be.
B There is more variety in it than they had realised.
C Some areas of it are more exciting than others.

Hugo and Chantal agree that the speaker’s message was

A unfair to them at times.
B hard for them to follow.
C critical of the industry.

What do Hugo and Chantal criticise about their school careers advice?

A when they received the advice
B how much advice was given
C who gave the advice

When discussing their future, Hugo and Chantal disagree on

A which is the best career in fashion.
B when to choose a career in fashion.
C why they would like a career in fashion.

How does Hugo feel about being an unpaid assistant?

A He is realistic about the practice.
B He feels the practice is dishonest.
C He thinks others want to change the practice.

www.ieltstep.con 13



Test 1

Questions 27 and 28

Choose TWO letters, A-E.

Which TWO mistakes did the speaker admit she made in her first job?

A  being dishonest to her employer
B paying too much attention to how she looked
C expecting to become well known
D trying to earn a lot of money
E openly disliking her client
Questions 29 and 30

Choose TWO letters, A—E.

Which TWO pieces of retail information do Hugo and Chantal agree would be useful?

the reasons people return fashion items

how much time people have to shop for clothes
fashion designs people want but can’t find

the best time of year for fashion buying

the most popular fashion sizes

moow>»

14 -)‘B p. 123J { p. 105‘ www.ieltstep.con




PART 4 Questions 31-40

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer.

Listening

Elephant translocation

Reasons for overpopulation at Majete National Park
e  strict enforcement of anti-poaching laws

e  successful breeding

Problems caused by elephant overpopulation
e greater competition, causing hunger for elephants
e damageto 31 ... in the park

The translocation process
selected

elephants into an open plain

* elephants were immobilised with tranquilisers

|

|

to their lungs

tracking devices were fitted to the matriarchs

data including the size of their tusks and 37 ...
e elephants were taken by truck to their new reserve

Advantages of translocation at Nkhotakota Wildlife Park

o Wi opportunities

e areduction in the number of poachers and 39 ...
e an example of conservation that other parks can follow

® anincrease in 40 ... as a contributor to GDP

e asuitable group of elephants from the same 32 .......crciiienns

this process had to be completed quickly to reduce 34 ...

. vets and park staff made use of 33 .. to help guide the

elephants had to be turned on their 35 ... to avoid damage

elephants” 38 ... had to be monitored constantly

was taken

www.ieltstep.con  =»|@ p. 123] |8 p. 106
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Test 1

SECTION 1 Questions 1-14

Read the text below and answer Questions 1-7.

What to do if your clothes have been lost or
damaged by a dry cleaner

Dry cleaners are legally required to take reasonable care of anything left with them.
You can claim compensation if your belongings are damaged or lost while in their care.

Even if the dry cleaning company has a sign saying they aren’t responsible for items
left with them, this isn't necessarily true. They can’t opt out of this responsibility just by
putting up a sign.

As soon as you realise there’s a problem, contact them and explain the situation. They
might offer you compensation straight away. If they don't, you should ask them to
either cover the cost of repairing the item or to pay for a replacement (if it can't be
repaired).

If they have to pay the cost of replacing a damaged or lost item, the maximum they're
obliged to offer you is the value of the item when it was left with them, not what it
would cost to replace as new. You'll probably be asked to provide evidence of how
much it originally cost — for example, a receipt. The dry cleaner can then offer you a
reduced amount depending on the condition of the item - you'll have to negotiate the
cost with them.

If the dry cleaner is part of a national chain, you could get in touch with the customer
services department of their head office and make the complaint to them directly.

If the dry cleaner refuses to compensate you or they offer you too little, try the
following steps:

o If the dry cleaner is a member of a trade association such as the UK Fashion and
Textile Association, you can pass your complaint to them and they may be able to
help you.

¢ You could get an independent organisation to look at your issue and produce a
report, but this could be expensive (often around £100).

If you've tried the options above and are still unhappy with the outcome, you could

take your case to court. There's a time limit for going to court — from when you took
the item to the dry cleaner, you have up to six years.

16 www.ieltstep.con



Reading

Questions 1-7
Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text on page 16?
In boxes 1-7 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

1  Dry cleaners are generally responsible for items left with them, even if there’s a
sign saying the opposite.

2 If the dry cleaner loses an item belonging to you, they should give you enough
money to buy a completely new one.

3  If you have the receipt for a damaged item, the company should refund the amount
you originally paid for it.

4 It may be possible to get support for your complaint from a dry cleaners’ trade
association.

5 If you're offered too little compensation, you can request a free report from an
independent organisation.

6 Most people who take a case about a dry-cleaning company to court are satisfied
with the outcome.

7 If an item was lost or damaged nine months ago, you can still take the dry cleaner
to court.

www.ieltstep.con 17



Test 1

Read the text below and answer Questions 8—14.

18

Groups for readers and writers

Teenvision

This is a reading group for teens aged 12-16 which meets on the last Thursday
of the month. We are a friendly group, with everybody keen to talk about
what we've enjoyed reading recently and make suggestions on what we
should read next. We are massive fans of action, fantasy and adventure but we
try to include a mix of genres in our choices.

Creative writing workshops

Would you like to share your writing with others and hear their constructive
suggestions for how to improve it? Have you got a book inside you but need
the inspiration to get started? Build your confidence to begin formulating
ideas for storylines and characters at our regular workshops. Open to all -
beginners and established writers.

Books for now

We meet on the second and fourth Mondays of each month in members’
homes. The group is open to men and women who enjoy discussing the
themes and issues found in science fiction novels. Our books are usually
those written from the 1960s onwards and include feminist science fiction,
cyberpunk and scientific romance.

Readers’ book group

This is an open group for parents at the library, and toddlers are welcome to
come along and play in the children’s library while the meeting is taking place.
The group reads mainly fiction of different genres. Books are supplied by the
library. Anyone is welcome - have a look at our website to see what the book
is for the next meeting.

The book club

Every month members of this group read a fabulous business book which is then
discussed when we meet. At our meetings you'll have the chance to network with
other members — all like-minded businesswomen - in a relaxed environment.
There will be lots of ideas to discuss, as well as refreshments and lots of fun!

Poetry writing group

A writing group for young poets aged between 12 and 18 at the library. You
will explore how to power up your imagination, and your poems will be
displayed in the library and online. The group meets fortnightly on Saturdays
from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. The group is currently full but anyone interested is
welcome to join the membership waiting list.

www.ieltstep.con









































































































































































































